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Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

SMUD proposes to construct and operate a new 230 kV substation that would replace the existing Pocket Substation
located in Sacramento, California. The proposed substation would convert or “step down” voltage from 230kV
transmission lines to 69 kV subtransmission voltage through transformers and supporting equipment to safely reduce
transmission voltages for local distribution. The new substation would be located immediately north of the existing
Pocket Substation across Gardendale Road on a vacant parcel that is owned by SMUD. In addition, five new
transmission poles would be installed, and four existing transmission poles would be repainted or replaced. Finally, the
project would include installation and reconstruction of electrical lines to tie the proposed substation into the existing
grid.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Draft Initial Study and Proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration identifies potentially significant impacts associated
with air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, noise, and tribal cultural resources. These impacts can be
reduced to a less-than-significant level through mitigation, as follows.

Air Quality: Mitigation Measure 3.3-1: Implement SMAQMD Basic Construction Emission Control Practices

Biological Resources: Mitigation Measures 3.4-1: Implement General Avoidance and Minimization Measures from the
SMUD HCP; 3.4-2: Implement Limited Operating Period, Conduct Focused Surveys, and Implement Avoidance
Measures for Crotch’s Bumble Bee; 3.4-3: Conduct Surveys for Monarch Butterfly Host Plants and Host Plant
Avoidance; 3.4-4: Implement Vernal Pool Avoidance and Minimization Measures from the SMUD HCP; 3.4-5:
Compensate for Impacts to Wetlands and Aquatic Species Habitat; 3.4-6: Conduct Pre-construction Survey for Migratory
Birds and Raptors, Including Special-status Species

Cultural Resources: Mitigation Measures 3.5-1: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources; and 3.5-2: Unanticipated
Discovery of Human Remains

Noise: Mitigation Measures 3.13-1: Construction Noise Reduction

Tribal Cultural Resources: Mitigation Measures 3.18-1a: Monitoring During Ground-disturbing Activities; 3.18-1b:
Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources; and 3.18-1c: Cultural Resources Awareness Training
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No areas of controversy are known to the Lead Agency.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)/Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board: Construction
Storm Water Discharge Permits for projects that disturb more than one acre of land. The permit would also require
preparation and implementation of a stormwater pollution prevention plan that would specify storm water best
management practices. In addition, SWRCB would review and approve dewatering plans, as appropriate.

California Department of Transportation: permits for movement of oversized or excessive loads on State Highways.

Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD): Authority to Construct/Permit to Operate
pursuant to SMAQMD Regulation 2 (Rule 201 et seq.).

Sacramento County: encroachment permit, approval of traffic control plan and dewatering plan.

City of Sacramento: encroachment permit, approval of traffic control plan.

Sacramento Regional Transit (SacRT): permit to access the SacRT right-of-way for the proposed work. Depending on
the nature of the construction activities, SacRT may also require issuance of a Red Tag permit, which would temporarily

shut down their electrical service in the work area.

Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR): crossing permit for the proposed crossing upgrade.




