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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

Project Title: Control Gorge Camp Bank Stabilization Biowall (Notification of Lake or Streambed 
Alteration, No. EPIMS-INY-60537-R6) 

Project Location (Inyo County): The Project is located in the Owens River, a tributary to Owens Lake, in 
the County of Inyo, State of California; Latitude 37.43627, Longitude -118.55602.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake and 
Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-INY-60537-R6, pursuant to Section 1602 
of the Fish and Game Code to Los Angeles Department of Water and Power. 

The Project is limited to the construction of an approximately 120-foot-long by 16-foot-wide 
bioengineered bio-retaining wall that uses native and construction material to stabilize and reconstruct a 
portion of the Owens Riverbank. The bio-retaining wall will be constructed out of native, locally-sourced 
material including Bishop tuff, soil, coyote willow (Salix exigua) pole cuttings, and construction material 
including dead man anchors and a granular filter. The road atop the reconstructed bank will be repaired 
following construction of the bio-retaining wall. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  
Marshall Cyr 
Los Angeles Department of Water and Power 
Environmental Specialist 
(213) 367-3541 
Marshall.Cyr@ladwp.com 
111 N. Hope St., Room 1044 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
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Exempt Status: On February 26, 2025, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power, the Lead 
Agency, determined that the Project is categorically exempt pursuant to California Code of Regulations, 
Title 14, Section 15301, Class 1 and Section 15303, Class 3. The Lead Agency determined that the Project 
meets certain qualifying criteria for the exemption. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
21080.1(a), the Lead Agency is responsible for determining whether the Project is exempt from CEQA and 
that determination shall be final and conclusive on all persons, including Responsible Agencies. As a 
result, CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, is bound by the Lead Agency’s determination that the 
Project is exempt from CEQA. 

 

CDFW Contact Person: Cooper Wall, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), (760) 923-8666, 
Cooper.Wall@wildlife.ca.gov 

Signature:         Date:     

Jeff Brandt, acting for Alisa Ellsworth, Environmental Program Manager 

 

 

Date received for filing at LCI: 
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