
Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal   
Mail to:  State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613   
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
  
Project Title:  RPCA Solar 17, LLC Project (PSP 25-092)  

Lead Agency:  Tulare County Resource Management Agency  Contact:  Gary Mills, Chief Planner, Env. Planning Division  

Mailing Address:  5961 S. Mooney Blvd.  Phone:  559-624-7199     

City:   Visalia  Zip: 93277-9394  County:  Tulare County     

  

Project Location:  County:  Tulare    City/Nearest Community: Porterville  

Cross Streets:  Road 232 & Avenue 182  Zip Code:     

Assessor’s Parcel No: 243-090-093, 243-090-092, & 243-090-037    Total Acres: 17.6  

Latitude/Longitude:   36  °  07′ 16.35″ N / -119 °03  ′  20.95 ″ W Section: 9  Township: 21S   Range: 27E Base: MDBM 

Within 2 Miles: State Hwy:    Waterways:   

Airports:  Railways:   Schools:  

  
Document Type: 
CEQA:   NOP   Draft EIR NEPA:   NOI Other:   Joint Document 
   Early Cons   Supplement/Subsequent EIR   EA   Final Document 
   Neg Dec  (Prior SCH No.)    Draft EIS   Other _____________  
   Mit Neg Dec   Other:  ____________________    FONSI     
  

Local Action Type: 
 General Plan Update  Specific Plan  Rezone  Annexation 
 General Plan Amendment  Master Plan  Pre-zone  Redevelopment 
 General Plan Element  Planned Unit Dev.  Use Permit  Coastal Permit  
 Community Plan  Site Plan Land Division (Sub.)  Other _   

  
Development Type: 

 Residential:   Units     Acres   
 Office:  Sq. ft.      Acres     Employees     Transportation: Type__________________________  
 Commercial: Sq. ft.     Acres     Employees _ _   Mining: Mineral    
 Industrial: Sq. ft.    Acres    Employees     Power: Type  PV Solar facility MW 3   
 Educational:     Waste Treatment:  Type   MGD    
 Recreational: _______________________________   Hazardous Waste: Type___________________________  
 Water Facilities:  Type   MGD   Other:   

  
Project Issues Discussed in Document: 

 Aesthetic/Visual  Fiscal  Recreation/Parks  Vegetation 
 Agricultural Land  Flood Plain/Flooding  Schools/Universities  Water Quality 
 Air Quality  Forest Land/Fire Hazard  Septic Systems  Water Supply/Groundwater 
 Archaeological/Historical  Geologic/Seismic  Sewer Capacity  Wetland/Riparian 
 Biological Resources  Minerals  Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading  Growth Inducing 
 Coastal Zone  Noise  Solid/Waste  Land Use 
 Drainage/Absorption  Population/Housing Balance  Toxic/Hazardous  Cumulative Effects 
 Economic/Jobs  Public Services/Facilities  Transportation/Traffic/Circulation  Other:  Energy   
 Other:Tribal Cultural Res.   Other: Greenhouse Gases   Other:    Other:     

   

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:  AG (Agriculture)/ AE (Exclusive Agriculture) 
  
Project Description:  See Attached 
 
  

SCH #  



The proposed solar energy generation facility is located in unincorporated Tulare County just north of Porterville on 
approximately 13.6 acres of three parcels totaling 17.6 acres (APN 243-090-037, 243-090-092, and 243-090-093; Figure 1). 
The Project area is situated at elevations ranging between approximately 420 to 430 feet above mean sea level (AMSL). 
Avenue 182 (Ave 182) and State Route 65 (SR 65) bisects the [JW1.1]middle  lower third of the Project area, with two parcels 
situated north of the road and one parcel situated to the south (Figure 2). The two northern parcels are bounded to the west 
by the Friant-Kern Canal, to the northeast by State Route 65, and to the south by Ave 182Road 232. The southern parcel is 
bounded to the north Ave 182and east by Road 232, and by rural residential parcels to the south and west. Land surrounding 
the Project area consists of agricultural land and scattered rural residential properties. The Project area is situated in Section 
9 of Township 21 South and Range 27 East within the Porterville, California 7.5-minute U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 
quadrangle. The corresponding latitude and longitude at the approximate center of the Project area is 36°07’16.35” north 
latitude and -119°03’20.95” west longitude.  
 
The proposed small-scale utility solar generation project is located in the Exclusive Agricultural “AE” zoning district. RPCA 
Solar 17, LLC (sponsor/applicant) has entered into a long-term lease agreement with the property owner, the Antoine 
Bechara Revocable Trust, to facilitate the development and long-term operation of the Project.  
 
When complete, the Project will generate up to 3 megawatts (MW) of alternating current (AC) clean, reliable solar energy. 
The Project will interconnect to Southern California Edison’s (SCE) pre-existing electrical distribution system adjacent to the 
site. The power generated from this facility is expected to be sold to the Clean Power Alliance through a long-term Power 
Purchase Agreement (PPA). The Project will utilize solar modules to convert the sun’s energy into usable (AC) power. Single-
axis tracking technology will be utilized to allow the modules to efficiently track the sun throughout the day and maximize the 
efficiency of solar collection. The rows of modules will be anchored in the ground using driven piles, and the approximate 
height of the array is 8 feet, and the maximum height of the array will not exceed 15 feet above ground at maximum tilt.  
 
The Project will be fenced in with a six-foot chain-link fence with a foot of straight wire on top for a total fence height of 
approximately seven feet. A minimal opening of no more than 1one foot may be provided at the base of the fence at 
appropriate intervals as a wildlife-permeable design.  
 
The Project sites and panel arrays would be accessed via an all-weather gravel road that surrounds both sections of the 
Project area and is approximately 20 feet wide and over 5,000 feet in length. Electric power connections will be provided via 
existing overhead power lines adjacent to Ave 182/Road 232 in the middle of the Project site.  Approximately 50 feet from 
Ave 182/Road 232, these overhead power lines will transition to power pole connections and then underground utility runs 
adjacent to the access road.  Utility connections will be underground from this point to the power station and transformer 
located in the middle of the project area. 
 
The Project will require minimal regularly planned maintenance and will be operated remotely. The Project sponsor will enter 
into an operations and maintenance contractor[JW2.1] to provide proper operation and maintenance of the facility; and 
general maintenance of the Project grounds.  Native groundcover restoration and maintenance after installation will provide 
increased site drainage and groundwater percolation and limit sheet flows out of the project area.   
 
No firearms or pets will be allowed on the site during construction of the Project or during ongoing operations and 
maintenance activities. All heavy equipment and vehicles used during Project construction will be washed prior to 
mobilization to the site to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. Construction equipment will be cleaned of mud or other 
debris that may contain invasive plants and/or seeds and inspected to reduce the potential for spreading noxious weeds. 
 
All mitigation measures will be incorporated into the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program developed for the 
Project, and the Applicant will implement all monitoring and reporting obligations as detailed in this IS/MND.



Reviewing Agencies Checklist 
 
Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with an “X.”  If the document has 
already been sent to the agency, denote that with an “s.” 
 
__X__ Air Resources Board _____ Office of Emergency Services 

_____ Boating & Waterways, Department of __X__ Office of Historic Preservation  

__X__ California Highway Patrol _____ Office of Public School Construction 

__X__ Caltrans District # 6 _____ Parks & Recreation, Department of 

_____  Caltrans Division of Aeronautics _____ Pesticide Regulation, Department of 

_____  Caltrans Planning _____ Public Health, Department of  

_____  Central Valley Flood Protection Board __X__ Public Utilities Commission 

_____  Cochella Valley Mtns. Conservancy __X__ Regional WQCB # 5F  

_____  Coastal Commission __X__ Resources Agency 

_____  Colorado River Board _____ S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Commission 

__X__ Conservation, Department of _____ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers and Mtns Conservancy 

_____  Corrections, Department of _____  San Joaquin River Conservancy 

_____  Delta Protection Commission _____ Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 

_____  Education, Department of _____ State Lands Commission 

__X__ Energy Commission _____ SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 

__X__ Fish & Wildlife Region # 4 __X__ SWRCB:  Water Quality 

__X__ Food & Agriculture, Department of _____ SWRCB:  Water Rights 

__X__ Forestry & Fire Protection, Department of _____ Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

__X__ General Services, Department of __X__ Toxic Substances Control, Department of 

_____  Health Care Services, Department of _____ Water Resources, Department of 

_____  Housing & Community Development __S__ Other:  U.S. Forest Service     

_____  Integrated Waste Management Board __S__ Other:  U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service  

__X__ Native American Heritage Commission __S__ Other:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers    

__S__ Other:  San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District  __S__ Other:  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service    

__S__ Other:  Tulare County Agricultural Commissioner  __S__ Other:  U.S. Naval Facilities Engineering Command   

__S__ Other:  Tulare County Association of Governments  __S__ Other:  Tulare County Resources Conservation District  

__S__ Other:  Tulare County Farm Bureau  __S__ Other:  Tulare County Office of Emergency Services   

__S__ Other:  Tulare County Fire Warden  __S__ Other:  Tulare County Sheriff’s Office    

__S__ Other:  Tulare County HHSA – Environmental Health  __S__ Other:  Tulare County U.C. Cooperative Extension   

__S__ Other:  Tulare County Local Agency Formation Commission __S__ Other:  Tulare County Resource Management (Fire, Flood, PW) 

  
 
Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency) 
 
Starting Date:  August 14, 2026  Ending Date:   September 14, 2026    
 
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):Tulare County Resource Management Agency 
 
Consulting Firm:   Applicant:  RPCA Solar 17, LLC  
Address:   Address: 44 Montgomery Street, Suite 3150  
City/State/Zip:    City/State/Zip: San Francisco, CA 94104  
Contact:    Phone: 984-238-4284  
Phone:   
  

Environmental Assessment Officer: Reed Schenke, P.E., RMA Director 
 
 
Signature of Lead Agency Representative:  Date:   
 Gary A. Mills, Chief Planner, Environmental Planning Division 
 
 
 
Signature of Lead Agency Representative:  Date:   
 Michael G. Washam, Associate RMA Director, Designee 
 
Authority cited:  Section 21083, public Resources Code.  Reference:  Section 21161, Public Resources Code.  

08/13/2026

08/13/2026
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