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INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST

1. Project Title: Road 232 Solar Project (Project Number)

2. Lead Agency: County of Tulare
Resource Management Agency
5961 S. Mooney Blvd.
Visalia, CA 93277

3. Contact Persons: Danielle Folk, Planner Il (Project Planner) — (559) 624-7029
Gary Mill, Chief Planner, Environmental Planning Division — 559-624-7199

4, Project Location: Avenue 182 Road, Strathmore, CA 93264

Tulare County APN(s): 243-090-037, 243-090-092, 243-090-093

USGS Quadrangle(s): Porterville, California 7.5-minute U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)
guadrangle.

Section, Township, Range: Section 9 of Township 21 South and Range 27
Latitude & Longitude: 36°07°16.35” north latitude and -119°03’20.95” west longitude.

Applicant: RPCA Solar 17, LLC
Sean McArdle

RPCA Solar 17, LLC

44 Montgomery Street, Suite 3150
San Francisco, CA 94104

5. Property Owner(s): Antoine Bechara Revocable Trust
P.O. Box 1265
Porterville, CA 93258-1265

6. General Plan Designation: AG (Agriculture).
7. Zoning: AE (Exclusive Agriculture).

8. Description of Project (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later phases of the
project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its implementation. Attach additional
sheets if necessary.): The proposed solar energy generation facility is located in unincorporated Tulare County
just north of Porterville on approximately 13.6 acres of three parcels totaling 17.6 acres (APN 243-090-037, 243-
090-092, and 243-090-093; Figure 1). The Project area is situated at elevations ranging between approximately
420 to 430 feet above mean sea level (AMSL). Avenue 182 (Ave 182) and State Route 65 (SR 65) bisect the
middle of the Project area, with two parcels situated north of the road and one parcel situated to the south
(Figure 2). The two northern parcels are bounded to the west by the Friant-Kern Canal, to the northeast by State
Route 65, and to the south by Road 232. The southern parcel is bounded to the north and east by Road 232,
and by rural residential parcels to the south and west. Land surrounding the Project area consists of agricultural
land and scattered rural residential properties. The Project area is situated in Section 9 of Township 21 South
and Range 27 East within the Porterville, California 7.5-minute U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle. The
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corresponding latitude and longitude at the approximate center of the Project area is 36°07°16.35” north
latitude and -119°03'20.95” west longitude.

The proposed small-scale utility solar generation project is located in the Exclusive Agricultural “AE” zoning
district. RPCA Solar 17, LLC has entered into a long-term lease agreement with the property owner, the Antoine
Bechara Revocable Trust, to facilitate the development and long-term operation of the Project.

When complete, the Project will generate up to 3 megawatts (MW) of alternating current (AC) clean, reliable
solar energy. The Project will interconnect to Southern California Edison’s (SCE) pre-existing electrical
distribution system adjacent to the site. The power generated from this facility is expected to be sold to the
Clean Power Alliance through a long-term Power Purchase Agreement (PPA). The Project will utilize solar
modules to convert the sun’s energy into usable (AC) power. Single-axis tracking technology will be utilized to
allow the modules to efficiently track the sun throughout the day and maximize the efficiency of solar collection.
The rows of modules will be anchored in the ground using driven piles, and the approximate height of the array
is 8 feet, and the maximum height of the array will not exceed 15 feet above ground at maximum tilt.

The Project will be fenced in with a six-foot chain-link fence with a foot of straight wire on top for a total fence
height of approximately seven feet. A minimal opening of no more than 1 foot may be provided at the base of
the fence at appropriate intervals as a wildlife-permeable design.

The Project sites and panel arrays would be accessed via an all-weather gravel road that surrounds both sections
of the Project area and is approximately 20 feet wide and over 5,000 feet in length. Electric power connections
will be provided via existing overhead power lines adjacent to Ave 182/Road 232 in the middle of the Project
site. Approximately 50 feet from Ave 182/Road 232, these overhead power lines will transition to power pole
connections and then underground utility runs adjacent to the access road. Utility connections will be
underground from this point to the power station and transformer located in the middle of the project area.

The Project will require minimal regularly planned maintenance and will be operated remotely. The Project
sponsor will enter into an operations and maintenance contractor to provide proper operation and
maintenance of the facility; and general maintenance of the Project grounds. Native groundcover restoration
and maintenance after installation will provide increased site drainage and groundwater percolation and limit
sheet flows out of the project area.

No firearms or pets will be allowed on the site during construction of the Project or during ongoing operations
and maintenance activities. All heavy equipment and vehicles used during Project construction will be washed
prior to mobilization to the site to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. Construction equipment will be cleaned
of mud or other debris that may contain invasive plants and/or seeds and inspected to reduce the potential for
spreading noxious weeds.

All mitigation measures will be incorporated into the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program developed
for the Project, and the Applicant will implement all monitoring and reporting obligations as detailed in this
IS/MND.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

As discussed above, the Project would interconnect to the existing SCE electrical distribution system via an
existing 12 kV distribution line located adjacent to Ave 182/Road 232, which connects to the Strathmore 66/12
kV Substation. To facilitate Project interconnection, SCE would reconduct approximately 6,000 feet of overhead
lines and install various minor upgrades to the Strathmore 66/12 substation within the boundaries of the
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existing facility.

9. Surrounding land uses and setting (Brief description): The proposed Road 232 Solar Project (Project) entails
construction of a small-scale solar generation facility in an unincorporated area north of Porterville in Tulare
County, California. The Project includes a northern and southern portion separated by Avenue 182 and is
bounded by SR 65 to the east, the Friant Kern Canal to the west, and agricultural fields and residential properties
to the south. The field survey focused on the approximate 13.6-acre Project area and a 100-foot buffer around
the Project area, as accessible. The biological setting in the vicinity of the Project area is primarily agricultural
with rural residences scattered throughout. No natural vegetation communities are present in the Project area.
The dominant land cover types include orchards, disturbed areas, and developed areas. According to the
Natural Resources Conservation Service Web Soil Survey, San Joaquin loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is the only
soil type present in the Project area (Figure 3; USDA 2025b). Persimmon orchards are present in the two
northern parcels of the Project area.

10. Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or participation
agreement):

e (California Public Utilities Commission, if required.

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project area requested
consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there a plan for consultation that
include, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures
regarding confidentiality, etc? The County requested a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search through the Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on February 20, 2026, for the Road 232 Solar Project. The SLF search
returned on February 24, 2026, with negative results. On March 02, 2026, a tribal consultation notice was sent
to one tribal contact representing one Native American tribe. According to receipt of Certified Mail, the Tule
River Indian Tribe received the letter on March 09, 2026. The County did not receive any responses from the tribe
within the 30-day response period, which concluded on April 8, 2026. Mitigation measures have been included in
the project to reduce potential impacts on undiscovered tribal cultural resources in the event that any potential
resources are unearthed during construction-related activities.
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Figure 1 Regional Location Map

Figure 1. Regional Map
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Figure 2. Project Vicinity Map
Figure 2 Area of Potential Effects
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Figure 3. Site Plan Map
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

]

X X

OooOdao

Aesthetics 1  Agriculture / Forestry 1 Air Quality
Resources

Biological Resources Cultural Resources 0 Energy

Geology / Soils [0 Greenhouse Gas Emissions [0 Hazards and Hazardous
Materials

Hydrology / Water Quality []  Land Use / Planning [1  Mineral Resources

Noise 1  Population / Housing ] Public Services

Recreation [0  Transportation 1  Tribal Cultural Resources

Utilities / Service Systems [ Wildfire Mandatory Findings of
Significance

B. DETERMINATION
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

O

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
WILL NOT be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

| find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets.
An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain
to be addressed.

| find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures
that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Environmental Assessment Officer: Reed Schenke, P.E., RMA Director/Environmental Assessment Officer

Signature: Date:

Gary A. Mills Chief Planner, Environmental Planning
Printed Name Title

Signature: Date:

Reed Schenke, P.E. Environmental Assessment Officer
Printed Name Title
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C.

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately supported by
the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A “No Impact” answer
is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to
projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact” answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not
expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as
well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than
significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be
significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is made,
an EIR is required.

“Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less Than Significant
Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the
effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from “Earlier Analyses,” as described in (5) below,
may be cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief
discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope of
and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether
such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,”
describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the
extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential
impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document
should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental effects
in whatever format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:
a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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. AESTHETICS

LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT

IMPACT
MITIGATION

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic O

.
vista? = X .

b) Substantially damage scenic resources,
including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a
state scenic highway?

) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade
the existing visual character or quality of
public views of the site and its surroundings?
(Public views are those that are experienced
from publicly accessible vantage point.) If the
project is in an urbanized area, would the
project conflict with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or
glare which would adversely affect day or O O O
nighttime views in the area?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Biological Resources Assessment Report
(BRA) created by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Attachment “A”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: LU-2.3 Open
Space Character; LU-7.7 Parking Location; LU-7.9 Visual Access; LU-7.18 Lighting; LU-7.19 Minimize Lighting
Impacts; SL-1.1 Natural Landscapes; SL-1.2 Working Landscapes; SL-1.3 Watercourses; SL-2.1 Designated Scenic
Routes and Highways; SL-2.2 Gateway to the Sequoias; SL-3.2 Urban Expansion Edges; SL-4.1 Design of Highways;
ERM-1.7 Planting of Native Vegetation, ERM-1.8 Open Space Buffers; ERM-1.15 Minimize Lighting Impacts; and
ERM-5.18 Night Sky Protection;, FCMP-8.18: Maintenance of Scenic Vistas.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

A scenic vista is a viewpoint that provides expansive views of a highly valued landscape to the public benefit. No
designated scenic views, scenic vistas, or scenic resources are known to occur in the vicinity of the Project. The
Project vicinity is made up of agriculture, residential and commercial buildings. During construction, any trash,
debris, and waste would be removed from the Project Site. The Project will utilize solar modules mounted on steel
racking systems anchored into the ground using driven steel piers. The modules will employ single-axis tracking
technology to follow the sun throughout the day, with an overall maximum height of 15 feet at full tilt. This low-
profile infrastructure is visually consistent with the scale and character of agricultural infrastructure (irrigation
systems, equipment, and structures) present throughout the canal corridor and the broader agricultural landscape.
The Project will be visually consistent with the character of the Project site and immediate surroundings. At the
present time, only Highway 198 and a portion of Highway 190 are included as scenic routes in this Master Plan (SL-
2.1 Designated Scenic Routes and Highways). Highway 198 is part of the California Freeway and Expressway System,
and is eligible to be included in the State Scenic Highway System, but it is not officially designated as a scenic highway
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by the California Department of Transportation. Highway 190 is a candidate state scenic highway in the Tulare
General Plan from Highway 65 in Porterville to Death Valley. However, the 43.0-mile portion over the Sierra Nevada
mountain range remains unconstructed, and the California Department of Transportation has no plans to build it
through the wilderness areas. The Project is located 20 miles southwest of Highway 198 and approximately five
miles north of Highway 190. No scenic vista is visible from public vantage points in the vicinity. Public views at
greater distance and/or from public vantage points would not be significantly impacted based on the solar panels
maximum height and the character of the landscape in the vicinity. Therefore, potential construction and
operational impacts of the Project on scenic vistas or scenic resources would be considered less than significant.

b) Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

The Project Site is generally flat and contains no significant geologic features or vegetation unique to the area that
could be considered a scenic resource. No scenic resources exist within the vicinity of the Project site, including
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings. As described above, the Project will utilize low-profile solar modules
that are visually consistent with the scale and character of agricultural infrastructure (irrigation systems, equipment,
and structures) present throughout the canal corridor and the broader agricultural landscape. The Project will not
result in a change of character of the project site or of physical features within the project site’s immediate
surroundings that contribute to the canal’s historical significance. At the present time, only Highway 198 and a
portion of Highway 190 are included in this Master Plan (SL-2.1 Designated Scenic Routes and Highways). The
Project is located 20 miles southwest of Highway 198 and five miles north of Highway 190. Public views at greater
distance and/or from public vantage points would not be significantly impacted based on the character of the
landscape in the vicinity and long-range views would not be impacted by the Project due to the low-profile character
of the proposed improvements. Therefore, potential construction and operational impacts of the Project on scenic
resources would be less than significant.

c) In non-urbanized areas, would the project substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of
public views of the site and its surroundings? In urbanized areas, would the project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

As discussed in Section l.a-b above, the Project surroundings are agricultural areas with rural residential
development spread out around the Project site. In addition, a Cultural Resources Technical Report prepared by
Rincon Consultants in February 2026 concluded that the Project would not alter the design, materials, location, or
functional association or aesthetic character of the nearby Friant-Kern Canal (P-54-004614) or its agricultural
context. Due to the proposed design of the solar facility and general standards for screening in the Tulare County
General Plan (LU-2.3 Open Space Character), the proposed solar facility would not substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings. While the Project would change the
existing public views at the immediate foreground on the public right-of-way, the installation of low-profile solar
equipment would not degrade the visual quality and character of the Project site and its immediate vicinity and
long-range views would not be obstructed. Therefore, potential construction and operational impacts of the Project
on the existing visual character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings would be less than
significant.

d) Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

Daytime glare could potentially occur during construction activities if reflective construction materials were
positioned in highly visible locations where the reflection of sunlight could occur. However, any glare would be
highly transitory and short-term, given the movement of construction equipment and materials within the
construction area, and the temporary nature of construction activities. In addition, large, flat surfaces that generate
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substantial glare are typically not an element of construction activities. Furthermore, temporary construction
fencing comprised of a solid material or including screening would be placed along the periphery of the Project Site
to screen construction activity from view at the street level from off-site locations. Therefore, there would be a
negligible potential for daytime or nighttime glare associated with construction activities to occur.

The Project would not create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in a non-urbanized area. Solar PV panels function by absorbing radiation rather than reflecting solar
irradiance. Solar PV panels are constructed of dark-colored materials and covered with anti-reflective coatings to
minimize optical reflection. Reflection from PV panels is typically comparable to, or less than, reflection from water
surfaces and building windows. The potential for glare associated with reflection from the PV panels would be
minimal during the day. No nighttime glare would occur as a result of the Project. The applicant proposes two
shielded and down-directed service-lights that would each be oriented towards equipment service areas inside the
lease area. A switchboard and weather station will be placed roughly 600 feet from the nearest two residences. The
conditions of approval for the Project would include a standard condition requiring compliance with Land Use
Policies in the Tulare County General Plan (LU-7.18 Lighting and LU-7.19 Minimize Lighting Impacts), requiring the
design of outdoor light fixtures to ensure that lighting in residential areas and along County roadways shall be
designed to prevent artificial lighting from reflecting into adjacent natural or open space areas unless required for
public safety. No other lighting is proposed. Therefore, potential impacts of the Project from new sources of
substantial light or glare on day or nighttime views in a non-urbanized area would be less than significant.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The SCE Interconnection Improvements would not change the industrial character of the existing substation,
degrade the existing visual character or quality of the area, or result in additional lighting or sources of glare. SCE
would also implement BMPs during construction and operation, including those regulations that relate to
aesthetics. Aesthetic impacts associated with the construction and operation of the SCE Interconnection
Improvements would be less than significant and no mitigation would be required.

REFERENCES

Caltrans. California State Scenic Highway System Map. Accessed [February 2026] at:
https://caltrans.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.htm|?id=465dfd3d807c46cc8e8057116flaacaa.

Caltrans. Caltrans List of Officially Designated County Scenic Highways (pdf). Accessed [February 2026] at:
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community-livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-
highways. (using list of eligible and officially designated State Scenic Highways link).

County of Tulare. Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update. Accessed [February 2026] at:
http://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/documents/GP/001Adopted%20Tulare%20County%20General%20Plan%20Mat
erials/000General%20P1an%202030%20Part%201%20and%20Part%201|/GENERAL%20PLAN%202012.pdf.

Google Earth. Accessed [February 2026] at: https://earth.google.com/web/.

Office of Historic Preservation (OHP). California Historical Landmarks by County — Tulare County. Accessed
[February 2026] at: https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=21533.
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Rincon Consultants, Inc. Cultural Resources Technical Report for the Road 232 Solar Project. February 2026.

AGRICULTURAL AND FOREST RESOURCES

SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT

LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT WITH
MITIGATION

LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT

No
IMPACT

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to the Rural Valley Lands Plan point evaluation system prepared by the County of Tulare as an optional model
to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land, including the
Forest and Range Assessment project and the Forest Legacy Assessment project; and forest carbon measurement
methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would the project:

a)

Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

b)

Conflict with existing zoning for agriculture
use, or a Williamson Act contract?

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources code 12220(g), timberland (as
defined in Public Resource Code section 4526),
or timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code section
51104(g))?

d)

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion
of forest land to non-forest use?

Involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland
to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Biological Resources Assessment Report
(BRA) created by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Attachment “A”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: AG-1.14 Right
to Farm Noticing; AG-1.17 Agricultural Water Resources; LU-2.3 Open Space Character; and WR-1.4 Conversion of
Agricultural Water Resources.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
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a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of
the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

The subject property is identified as Farmland of Statewide Importance on the map titled Tulare County Important
Farmland 2022. Farmland of Statewide Importance is similar to Prime Farmland but with minor shortcomings, such
as greater slopes or less ability to store soil moisture. The proposed Project is an allowed use in the (AE) agriculture
exclusive zoned districts in Tulare County. The proposed solar facility represents a temporary conversion of
agricultural land. Upon expiration of the lease, the site would remain zoned AE (Exclusive Agriculture) and would
be available for future agricultural use consistent with County policies for future decommissioning and restoration
of the site. Furthermore, General Plan Policy AG-2.11 Energy Production encourages the development of alternative
energy such as solar facilities as a means to support the viability of agriculture production and promote high-value,
employment-intensive, and diverse agricultural production and processing in Tulare County. Because the solar
facility is allowed with a use permit, and the property could be restored to conventional agricultural uses after
decommissioning, the impacts of construction and operation of the Project would be considered less than
significant, and no mitigation is required.

b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agriculture use, or a Williamson Act contract?

This property is zoned for agricultural use (AE Exclusive Agriculture) and the proposed Project is an allowed use in
the applicable AE district. The Property is not subject to a Williamson Act Contract. Because the Project is consistent
with applicable zoning and there is no Williamson Act contract applying to the property, no impacts would occur
due to Project construction and operation.

c¢) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land, timberland, or
timberland zoned Timberland Production?

The Project would not conflict with zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or Timberland Production Zone
(as defined by Government Code section 51104(g)). Pursuant to the Tulare County Development Code, the Project
site does not qualify as forest land or timberland, as the AE zoning district does not permit forest management uses.
The property is not located within an identified Timber Production zone district. No impacts would occur.

d) Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

The Project would not result in the loss of forest land, conversion of forest land to non-forest use, nor conflict with
zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section 51104(g)). The Project site is not forest land or timberland and the current AE zoning
does not allow for forest management. No impacts would occur.

e) Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature,
could result in conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

The Project would not result in the permanent conversation of Farmland to non-agricultural use, nor would it
convert forest land to non-forest use, as described above. The Project would not conflict with zoning for, or cause
rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or Timberland Production Zone (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g)).
The site is not located in an area of significant agricultural soils because the Project site consists of San Joaquin
loam, which is a sandy clay loam. Significant agricultural soils in the area often contain heavy clay soils such as the
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Porterville Series. The proposed solar facility represents a temporary conversion of agricultural land. Upon
expiration of the lease, the site would remain zoned AE (Exclusive Agriculture) and would be available for future
agricultural use consistent with County policies for future decommissioning and restoration of the site. Additionally,
operation of the solar facility on the Project Site would not preclude the surrounding areas from being improved
with agricultural uses. Accordingly, the Project would not result in a permanent loss of agricultural land, and impacts
to existing agricultural uses would be less than significant.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
These improvements would not conflict with existing zoning for agriculture use or a Williamson Act contract, cause
the rezoning of, forest land, timberland, or Timberland Production Zone, nor result in the loss or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use. Because SCE’s proposed upgrades are anticipated to occur within areas previously
disturbed and already occupied by existing facilities, they would not result in impacts to agricultural land or forestry
resources. Impacts associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements would be less than significant and no
mitigation would be required.
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The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: AQ-1.1:
Cooperation with Other Agencies; AQ-1.3: Cumulative Air Quality Impacts; AQ-1.5: California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Compliance; AQ-2.2 Indirect Source Review; AQ-3.4 Landscape; AQ-4.1: Air Pollution Control Technology;
AQ-4.2 Dust Suppression Measures; AQ-4.3 Paving or Treatment of Roadways for Reduced Air Emissions; AQ-4.5:
Public Awareness; and AQ-4.6: Asbestos Airborne Toxic Control and Dust Protection.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

The Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 2021 Attainment Plan for the San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) as adopted by Tulare County, or any other applicable air quality plan.
The proposed solar facility does not propose a backup generator and would only affect air quality during
construction and during infrequent maintenance visits.

The SJVAPCD/SIVAB Air Quality Attainment Plan (2021) designates Tulare County as an area of Nonattainment with
respect to the ozone California ambient air quality standards. Nitrogen oxides (NOx) are a group of highly reactive
gasses and are also known as "oxides of nitrogen.” Because NOx is an ingredient in the formation of ozone, it is
referred to as an ozone precursor. NOx is emitted from combustion sources such as cars, trucks and buses, power
plants, and off-road equipment. Construction and SCE interconnection work would generate limited, temporary
construction emissions, including equipment exhaust and fugitive dust. The Project would not include a backup
generator, would be unmanned during operation, and would require only infrequent maintenance trips. Because
emissions would be temporary, limited in duration, and subject to applicable SIVAPCD rules, and because the
Project would not introduce a substantial long-term operational emissions source, the Project would not conflict
with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan. Impacts would be less than significant.

b) Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Construction of the Project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant,
including ozone, ozone precursors or PM10 (particulate matter), which are the pollutants for which the San Joaquin
Valley Air Pollution Control District is in non-attainment-transitional under the applicable State ambient air quality
standard. Construction emissions would be temporary and limited, and operation of the solar facility would be
unmanned with only infrequent maintenance trips. The Project would not create a substantial long-term source of
criteria pollutants, ozone precursors, or particulate matter. Accordingly, the Project would not result in a
cumulatively considerable net increase of a criteria pollutant for which the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin is
nonattainment. Impacts would be less than significant.

c) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

d) Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors adversely affecting a substantial
number of people?

c), d) The solar facility would not be located in an area where substantial numbers of people live or work. The
nearest sensitive receptors would be residences located on adjacent properties to the east and south. The nearest

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration June 2026
Road 232 Solar Project Page 16



residences, located east of the site off of Avenue 182 and Road 232, would be within the range of approximately
150 feet away from the outer edge of the facility. Construction activities for facility utility connections would occur
within approximately 150 feet away from the nearest residence located at 22998 Avenue 182, across the street
from the edge of the Project site to the southwest.

Tulare County faces several environmental and public health challenges due to its agricultural and industrial
activities, arid climate, and geographic location in the San Joaquin Valley. Key concerns include diesel particulate
matter (DPM) from farm and freight vehicles, which poses respiratory and cardiovascular risks; localized carbon
monoxide (CO) hotspots near highways and urban centers; and Valley Fever, a fungal infection caused by airborne
soil spores. Additional issues include fine particulate matter (PM2.5), ozone pollution, groundwater nitrate
contamination, pesticide exposure, and heat- and drought-related air quality impacts.

Substantial pollutant and odor concentrations are not anticipated due to the limited scope and duration of
construction. During Project operations, the solar facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent
maintenance visits. As a result, exposure of sensitive receptors or a substantial number of people to substantial
pollutant concentrations and/or other emissions would be less than significant.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would occur within
areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities. Emissions related to the construction of the
SCE Interconnection Improvements would be minimal compared to construction of the proposed Project as a whole.
Operation of the SCE Interconnection Improvement would not generate emissions. SCE would also implement BMPs
and comply with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations during construction and operation, including
those regulations that relate to the protection of air quality. The SCE Interconnection improvements would result
in less-than-significant impacts to air quality, substantial pollution concentrations, and odors, and no mitigation
would be required.
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The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Biological Resources Assessment Report
(BRA) created by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Attachment “A”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: ERM-1.1
Protection of Rare and Endangered Species; ERM-1.2 (Development in Environmentally Sensitive Areas; ERM-1.4
Protect Riparian Areas; ERM-1.6 Management of Wetlands; ERM-1.7 Planting of Native Vegetation; ERM-1.8 Open
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Space Buffers; ERM-1.9: Coordination of Management on Adjacent Lands; ERM-1.15 Minimize Lighting Impacts;
ERM-1.16 Cooperation with Wildlife Agencies; ERM-5.8 Watercourse Development.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

A Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) was prepared by Rincon Consultants, Inc. in February 2026 to determine
the presence of special status plants and wildlife species that have potential to occur on or near the Project site. In
November of 2025, Rincon biologists conducted a desktop review and a field verification survey of the Project
Rincon conducted record searches of available databases including the USFWS Information for Planning and
Consultation Trust Resource Report (IPAaC), CDFW California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), and California
Native Plant Society (CNPS).

Results of the IPaC, CNDDB, and CNPS searches identified 21 special-status plant species known to occur within the
two-mile/twelve-quad search radius of the Project area (USFWS 2025a, CNDDB 2025, CNPS 2025a). Of these, none
are expected to occur within the Project area due to a lack of suitable habitat, or the site is outside of the species’
known range. As such, special-status plant species are not anticipated to occur on the Project site.

In addition, results of the CNDDB and IPaC searches returned 20 special-status wildlife species known to occur
within the two-mile/twelve-quad search radius of the Project area (CNDDB 2025, USFWS 2025a). Of these, two have
a moderate potential to occur within the Project area, and 18 have a low potential or are not expected to occur due
to a lack of suitable habitat, or the site is outside of the species’ known range. A list of special-status wildlife species
with potential to occur in the vicinity of the Project area is included in Appendix C-2. The two species with a
moderate potential to occur are the Crotch’s bumblebee (Antrozous pallidus) and Swainson's hawk (Buteo
swainsoni).

The Project is not within critical habitat limits for any federally listed species. Critical habitat is a term defined and
used in the federal Endangered Species Act to specify geographic areas that contain features essential to the
conservation of an endangered or threatened species, and that may require special management and protection.
Critical habitat may also include areas that are not currently occupied by the species but will be needed for recovery
of the species. The nearest mapped critical habitat is approximately 3.10 miles east of the Project area for California
condor (Gymnogyps californianus). The critical habitat for this species extends east into the foothills of the Sierra
Nevada mountains.

Rincon biologists did not observe any native or migratory birds during the field reconnaissance. All native birds in
California are protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), and Section 3503.5 of the California Fish and
Game Code (CFGC) specifically protects raptors. Ground disturbance, noise, or removal of vegetation that would
result in destruction of active bird nests or disruption of breeding/nesting activity could be a violation of the MBTA
and the CFGC and would be considered a significant impact. In addition, Swainson’s hawk is a CESA-listed threatened
species. As such, impacts to native birds such as the Swainson’s hawk due to Project construction would be
considered a significant impact under CEQA. Suitable foraging and nesting habitat for this species is present
adjacent to and in the vicinity of the Project area. Trees that could support nesting are present south of the northern
parcel. There are also several large eucalyptus trees and a small eucalyptus grove within 0.15 mile of the Project
area. Additionally, open fields that are suitable for foraging are present in the southern parcel of the Project area
and adjacent agricultural fields. The nearest documented occurrence is approximately 3.20 miles southwest of the
Project area from 2017 (CNDDB 2025). Mitigation Measure BIO-1 requires pre-construction nesting bird surveys
and suitable avoidance buffers if nesting birds are detected. Mitigation Measure BIO-3 requires pre-construction
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surveys for Swainson’s hawk if construction will begin during the nesting season and a 0.5-mile avoidance buffer if
active nests are observed. Mitigation Measures BI0-4 through BIO-6 requires construction personnel to take
measures to avoid accidental entrapment or harm of animals. In addition, Mitigation Measure BIO-7 will reduce
potential impacts to sensitive species by preventing the spread of noxious weeds. With implementation of these
measures, Project impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level.

Rincon biologists did not observe any sensitive species during the field reconnaissance. Crotch’s bumble bee is a
candidate for listing under CESA and as such, CESA protections are afforded to this species as if it were listed until
a determination is made by CDFW regarding formal listing. Floral resources and potential nesting and overwintering
sites are present in and adjacent to the Project area, and the Project area is within the currently known range of
this species. The nearest documented occurrence of this species is approximately 2.60 miles southeast of the Project
area from 2024 (CNDDB 2025). Ground disturbance associated with construction of the Project could cause impacts
to Crotch’s bumble bees should they be present at the time of construction. Impacts to bumble bees in the form of
destruction of nests or injury or death of individual bees would be considered significant under CEQA.
Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-2, requiring a habitat assessment and pre-construction surveys prior
to initiating ground disturbing activities, would reduce any potential impacts to a less than significant level.
Operational impacts to special-status species are expected to be limited. Routine maintenance activities, including
periodic vegetation management, panel washing, and maintenance vehicle traffic, would occur at low intensity
within the developed Project footprint. With respect to potential avian impacts associated with the Project's
overhead electrical infrastructure, the Project will be designed, constructed, and operated consistent with the Avian
Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines and Reducing
Avian Collisions with Power Lines, which represent the industry standard for minimizing avian collision and
electrocution risk. Operational impacts to special-status species would therefore be less than significant.

With the implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through BIO-7 below to potential impacts to sensitive
species would be considered less than significant.

b) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulations or by the California Department of
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

The BRA determined that no riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities are present within the Project
site or the surrounding Project Area. The Friant-Kern Canal is located immediately west of the proposed northern
fence line of the Project. The Project design incorporates a 50-foot setback from the canal property boundary line
and an additional 30-foot setback from the property line to the gravel access road encircling the Project site. No
ground disturbance or construction activities are proposed within or adjacent to these features. Therefore,
implementation of the Project would not result in impacts to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
communities.

c) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or
other means?

The BRA determined that there are no wetlands on the Project site or in the Project Area. The Friant-Kern Canal is
located just west of the project’s proposed northern section fence line. There would be no site disturbance in or
around these features. No impacts would occur.

d) Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, orimpede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?
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The Project area is not recognized as an important wildlife corridor by any regional or state agency or jurisdiction
and is not considered critical to the ecological functioning of adjoining open space areas (CDFW 2025b). It likely
supports local movement patterns between similar habitat types and provides food and cover resources for
common wildlife species. Temporary effects due to noise and increased human activity during project construction
would not interfere with these local movement patterns over time or affect the ability of these species to forage or
reproduce. The BRA prepared for this property included protocols for the detection of native or migratory wildlife
species and corridors. No evidence of wildlife corridors, raptor nests, wildlife dens, burrows or other unique or
sensitive biological habitats or resources were observed as a result of the field survey. In order to reduce potential
impacts to unknown resources on site, implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-4 through BIO-7 below will
ensure that impacts on wildlife species will be reduced to a less than significant level.

e) Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

Persimmon orchards are present in the two northern parcels of the Project area. A small orchard also occurs
adjacent to the southern boundary of the southern parcel. The orchards in the northern two parcels of the Project
area are managed with herbicides and pesticides to reduce herbaceous vegetation underneath the orchard canopy
and to prevent insect damage to crops. As such, these orchards are highly degraded and unnatural environments.
The trees will be removed upon start of the Project and are not protected under applicable tree preservation
policies and ordinances. There is no impact.

f) Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

No habitat conservation plans or other similar plans have been adopted for the Project site or Project Area. There
are no adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community, Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or State habitat conservation plans for the Project site or Project Area. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. SCE’s improvements would occur within areas
previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities. Construction and operation of the SCE
Interconnection Improvements would not impact any sensitive vegetation communities, riparian, wetland, or
aquatic resources. Because the SCE Interconnection Improvements would occur in previously disturbed areas that
currently are used for electrical transmission infrastructure, the improvements would not have impacts on any
special-status species or hamper wildlife movement corridors through the project site or surrounding area. SCE
would also implement standard measures and BMPs during construction and operation. Construction and
operation, of the SCE Interconnection Infrastructure would result in a less than significant impact to biological
resources and no mitigation would be required.

Mitigation/Monitoring: With implementation of the Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through BIO-7, below, impacts to
biological resources will be less-than-significant.

BIO-1: Native Nesting Birds. A preconstruction nesting bird survey shall be performed by a qualified biologist no
earlier than one week prior to any ground disturbance or vegetation removal activities that start during the nesting
season (March 1-August 31) to determine if any native birds are nesting on or near the Project area (including a
250-foot buffer for raptors, where accessible). If any active nests are detected during surveys, a suitable avoidance
buffer from the nests shall be determined by a qualified biologist based on species, location, and extent and type
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of planned construction activity. These nests would be avoided until the chicks have fledged and/or the nests are
no longer active, as determined by the qualified biologist. Any ground disturbance or suitable nesting habitat (i.e.,
trees and vegetation) that would need to be removed under the Project shall occur outside of the bird breeding
season (September 1-February 28) to avoid impacts to nesting birds, when feasible.

BIO-2: Crotch’s Bumble Bee. If Project ground-disturbing activities in the southern Project parcel are scheduled to
occur during the Crotch’s bumble bee colony active period, a habitat assessment shall be performed by a qualified
biologist prior to initiation of such activities to identify suitable nesting and foraging habitat. Areas adjacent to the
southern parcel shall also be considered, if accessible. The qualified biologist shall conduct preconstruction surveys
for Crotch’s bumble bee in suitable habitat identified during the habitat assessment, using methodology approved
by California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). If Crotch’s bumble bee is not detected, no further measures
are required. If Crotch’s bumble bee is detected, no ground-disturbing activities shall occur within 50 feet of any
known nest location, or as determined by a qualified biologist through evaluation of topographic features or
distribution of nectar resources. The no-disturbance buffer shall be in place for the duration of the nesting colony
active period, unless a nest is determined to be inactive by a qualified biologist or is relocated or removed with
CDFW authorization. If Crotch’s bumble bee remains a candidate for listing, or has been listed, as endangered or
threatened under the CESA, and avoidance of known nests is determined not to be feasible, the Project Applicant
shall consult with the CDFW regarding the potential for project activities to result in take of the Crotch’s bumble
bee and will comply with all avoidance, minimization, and compensatory mitigation requirements set forth in any
incidental take permit issued for the Project by CDFW authorizing take of the species.

BIO-3: Swainson’s Hawk. If project activities begin prior to the breeding season (March 1 — August 31) and are
ongoing throughout the breeding season, Swainson’s hawks are unlikely to initiate nesting in or near the Project
area due to elevated levels of noise and visual disturbance, and therefore pre-construction surveys would not be
warranted. If construction is expected to begin during the breeding season, pre-construction surveys shall be
conducted following the Swainson’s Hawk Technical Advisory Committee’s Recommended Timing and
Methodology for Swainson’s Hawk Nesting Surveys in California’s Central Valley (TAC 2000). If active Swainson’s
hawk nests are detected within the 0.5 mile buffer, they shall be monitored for a minimum of three hours to
determine a baseline of behavior and shall be avoided by a 0.5-mile buffer. After this initial baseline monitoring
event, the nest shall be monitored once weekly to determine the stage of the nest. The nest shall be monitored for
at least two hours each week between 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m., and notes on adult behaviors, presumed stage and
number of young, and any other breeding behaviors (e.g., copulation, prey deliveries) shall be kept in a field
notebook or digital field data collection application. The buffer shall remain in place until the young have fledged
or the nest is inactive, to be determined by the qualified biologist.

BIO-4: Common and Special-Status Wildlife Awareness. During construction activities, all Project personnel will
visually check for animals in any pipes, culverts, or other open-ended materials and equipment stored on site for
one or more overnight periods prior to moving, burying, or capping to ensure that no animals are present within
the materials and equipment. To prevent accidental entrapment of wildlife during construction, all excavated holes,
ditches, or trenches greater than 6 inches deep will be covered at the end of each workday by suitable materials
that cannot be displaced, or escape ramps will be placed in excavations. After opening and before filling, such holes,
ditches, and trenches will be thoroughly inspected for trapped animals.

BIO-4: Predation on Sensitive Wildlife Species. Impacts to special-status species due to increased presence of
predators associated with the accumulation of food trash during construction activities could be considered a
significant impact in the context of CEQA. All trash and waste items generated by construction or crew activities will
be properly contained in a covered and locked trash receptacle and/or removed from the Project area daily. This
includes biodegradable items, such as apple cores and banana peels, that attract predators such as raccoons and
American crows (Corvus brachyrhynchos) that could prey upon sensitive wildlife species.
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BIO-5: Firearms and Pets. No firearms or pets will be allowed on the site during construction or Operations and
Maintenance activities.

BIO-6: Common and Special-Status Wildlife Awareness. All Project personnel will visually check for animals in any
pipes, culverts, or other open-ended materials and equipment stored on site for one or more overnight periods
prior to moving, burying, or capping to ensure that no animals are present within the materials and equipment. To
prevent accidental entrapment of wildlife during construction, all excavated holes, ditches, or trenches greater than
6 inches deep will be covered at the end of each workday by suitable materials that cannot be displaced, or escape
ramps will be placed in excavations. After opening and before filling, such holes, ditches, and trenches will be
thoroughly inspected for trapped animals.

BIO-7: Noxious Weeds. All heavy equipment and vehicles used during Project construction will be washed prior to
mobilization to the site to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. Construction equipment shall be cleaned of mud
or other debris that may contain invasive plants and/or seeds and inspected to reduce the potential for spreading
noxious weeds.
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES
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a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource pursuant O O O
to Section 15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological resource O O O
pursuant to Section 15064.5?

) Disturb any human remains, including those

interred outside of formal cemeteries? = X = =

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Cultural Resources Technical Report (CRTR)
created by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Attachment “B”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: ERM-6.1
Evaluation of Cultural and Archaeological Resources; ERM-6.3: Alteration of Sites with Identified Cultural Resources;
ERM-6.4: Mitigation; and ERM-6.7 Cooperation of Property Owners.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant to
Section 15064.5?

Rincon Consultants, Inc prepared a Cultural Resources Technical Report (CRTR) in February 2026. As part of the
Project review, Rincon determined that the Project would not result in a substantial adverse change in the
significance of P-54-004614 (Friant-Kern Canal), a recorded resource, because the Project will not alter the design,
materials, location, or functional association that qualify P-54-004614’s (Friant-Kern Canal) listing in the California
Register of Historic Resources (CRHR). The Project will not cause physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or
alteration to the canal structure, as all Project activities will occur on parcels located east of the canal alignment
and outside the resource boundary. The canal's character-defining features—its continuous gravity-flow gradient,
uniform concrete lining, and functional association with the surrounding agricultural distribution network—wiill
remain physically intact and functionally operational.

Furthermore, the Project will not result in a change of character of the resource’s use or of physical features within
the resource’s immediate surroundings that contribute to its historical significance. The canal's setting is inherently
agricultural and industrial, and the introduction of solar energy generation facilities represents a compatible
continuation of productive land use rather than an incompatible development that would fundamentally alter the
agricultural landscape the canal serves. The Area of Potential Affects (APE)—defined as the area(s) within which an
undertaking may directly or indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic properties—has been in
continuous agricultural use since at least the 1920s, predating construction of the canal. The proposed solar
development would maintain the Project site’s agricultural zoning and the site could be returned to agricultural use
upon decommissioning of the solar facility. The solar arrays, with a maximum height of 15 feet at full tilt, are
consistent with the scale and character of agricultural infrastructure present throughout the canal corridor. The
canal's significance is not derived from scenic or undeveloped viewsheds, but rather from its functional role in
agricultural water delivery and its engineering design as a gravity- flow conveyance system. These attributes are
unaffected by Project construction and operation. Therefore, introduction of a new visual element would not result
in the material impairment of the canal’s characteristics that convey its historical significance and that justify its
inclusion in the CRHR. There will be no impact.

b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to Section 15064.5?
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No recorded archaeological resources are within the APE or 0.5-mile search radius (CRTR, Section 5.2). The Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search returned negative results (CRTR, Section 5.3).
The pedestrian survey conducted as part of the Cultural Resources Technical Report did not identify archaeological
resources in the APE (CRTR, Section 5.5).

In addition, geoarchaeological data provides additional context for assessing the potential for buried archaeological
deposits (CRTR, Section 5.5). The APE is underlain by the Riverbank Formation which stabilized over 25,000 years
ago before the commonly accepted period of human occupation in the region (Meyer et al. 2010:54). Unlike the
active floodplains or lake margins where burial of sites is common, the APE lacks the deep stratigraphic context
necessary for intact subsurface deposits. Additionally, the soil profile’s restrictive hardpan layer at depths of 20 to
40 inches creates a physical barrier that limits the vertical extent of potential subsurface features (CRTR, Section
5.6.1).

Ethnographic research indicates that Southern Valley Yokuts settlements concentrated on elevated landforms
adjacent to perennial water sources (CRTR, Section 3.2.2). The APE's location on an interior terrace at an elevation
of 419 to 430 feet, which is above historical lake high stands, is incompatible with the settlement patterns that
would result in archaeological deposits in this region. Regional archaeological site distributions align with this
ethnographic pattern, confirming that significant sites in the vicinity are associated with landforms and elevations
that are different from the Project site (CRTR, Section 3.2.2). Historical documentation similarly shows no notations
of settlements, trails, or burial grounds in the APE vicinity (CRTR, Section 5.4).

The APE has been subject to continuous agricultural disturbance since at least the 1920s (CRTR, Section 5.6.1).
Agricultural soil modification practices to overcome restrictive layers alter subsurface stratigraphy and would
destroy or displace most archaeological features; deep ripping, a standard practice for orchard preparation in the
San Joaquin Valley to breach the hardpan (Clark et al. 2020), typically impacts the upper 3 to 6 feet of the soil
column.

Based on the negative background research, negative field survey results, constraining geomorphology,
ethnographic settlement context, and extensive historical disturbance, the potential for the Project to encounter
archaeological resources is low.

However, impacts to unanticipated archeological resources during construction remain a possibility and such
impacts would be a significant impact. Mitigation Measure CULT-1 would require an archaeologist evaluation if
unanticipated cultural resources are discovered during construction and, if required, avoidance of the resource or
implementation of a data recovery plan. With implementation of this mitigation measure, Project impacts to
archaeological resources would be considered less than significant impact.

c) Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries?

The absence of recorded cemeteries, burial sites, or archaeological deposits containing human remains within the
APE and 0.5-mile search radius (CRTR, Section 5.2), combined with the negative NAHC SLF search results (CRTR,
Section 5.3), indicates a low potential for the discovery of human remains. No indicators of burial features such as
soil depressions, grave markers, or funerary objects were observed during the pedestrian survey (CRTR, Section
5.6.1). While the absence of recorded burials does not preclude their existence, the combination of these negative
findings reduces the likelihood of encountering human remains during Project implementation.

Additionally, the combination of extensive historical agricultural disturbance to the shallow plow zone and the
subsurface restrictive layer substantially reduces the preservation potential for intact burial features (CRTR, Section
5.6.1). The APE's location on an interior terrace at an elevation well above historical lake high stands is inconsistent
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with documented village locations. Regional archaeological site distributions confirm that significant sites and burial
contexts in the vicinity are associated with different landforms and elevations than the APE (CRTR, Section 3.2.2).
Finally, historical documentation shows no notations of settlements, trails, or burial grounds in the APE vicinity
(CRTR, Section 5.4), further supporting the low potential for discovery of human remains.

No human remains are known to be present in the APE. However, the discovery of human remains is always a
possibility during ground disturbing activities. Mitigation Measure CULT-2 would require the County Coroner’s
evaluation if unanticipated human remains are discovered during construction and, if required, disposition of the
remains as required by law. With implementation of this mitigation measure, Project impacts to archaeological
resources would be considered less than significant impact.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The CRTR for the proposed Project indicated that there are no known cultural resources within the Project site,
including areas where the SCE Interconnection Improvements are proposed. SCE’s standard measures and BMPs
include procedures to stop work in the vicinity of an inadvertent cultural discovery or discovery of human remains.
Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation would be required.

Mitigation/Monitoring: With incorporation of Mitigation Measures CULT-1 and CULT-2, the impacts will be less-
than-significant.

CULT-1: UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY OF CULTURAL RESOURCES

In the event that archaeological resources are unexpectedly encountered during ground-disturbing activities, work
within 50 feet of the find shall halt and an archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional
Qualifications Standards for archaeology (National Park Service 1983) shall be contacted immediately to evaluate
the resource. If the resource is determined by the qualified archaeologist to be precontact, then a Native American
representative shall also be contacted to participate in the evaluation of the resource. If the qualified archaeologist
and/or Native American representative determines it to be appropriate, archaeological testing for CRHR eligibility
shall be completed. If the resource proves to be eligible for the CRHR and significant impacts to the resource cannot
be avoided via project redesign, a qualified archaeologist shall prepare a data recovery plan tailored to the physical
nature and characteristics of the resource, per the requirements of the California Code of Regulations (CCR)
Guidelines Section 15126.4(b)(3)(C).

The data recovery plan shall identify data recovery excavation methods, measurable objectives, and data thresholds
to reduce any significant impacts to cultural resources related to the resource. Pursuant to the data recovery plan,
the qualified archaeologist and Native American representative, as appropriate, shall recover and document the
scientifically consequential information that justifies the resource’s significance. The County shall review and
approve the treatment plan and archaeological testing as appropriate, and the resulting documentation shall be
submitted to the regional repository of the California Historical Resources Information System, per CCR Guidelines
Section 15126.4(b)(3)(C).

CULT-2: UNANTICIPATED DISCOVERY OF HUMAN REMAINS

In the event that human remains are found during construction, California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5
states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of origin and
disposition pursuant to PRC Section 5097.98. In the event of an unanticipated discovery of human remains, the
County Coroner must be notified immediately. If the human remains are determined to be of Native American
origin, the Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission, which will determine and notify a Most
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Likely Descendant (MLD). The MLD has 48 hours from being granted site access to make recommendations for the
disposition of the remains. If the MLD does not make recommendations within 48 hours, the landowner shall reinter
the remains in an area of the property secure from subsequent disturbance.
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unnecessary consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or operation?

b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan

for renewable energy or energy efficiency? O . O

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), , and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: ERM-4.1
Energy Conservation and Efficiency Measures; ERM-4.2 Streetscape and Parking Area Improvements for Energy
Conservation; and ERM-4.3 Local and State Programs.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project result in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation?

The Project would not result in a potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources during Project construction or operation. During construction, there
would be a temporary consumption of energy resources required for the movement of equipment and materials.
Compliance with local, State, and federal regulations (e.g., limit engine idling times, requirement for the recycling
of construction debris, etc.) would reduce and/or minimize short-term energy demand during the Project’s
construction to the extent feasible, and Project construction would not result in a wasteful or inefficient use of
energy. During operation of the Project, there are no unusual Project characteristics or processes that would require
the use of equipment that would be more energy intensive than is used for comparable Projects, or the use of
equipment that would not conform to current emissions standards and related fuel efficiencies. No impacts would
occur.

b) Would the project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

The Project would not conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. State
and local agencies regulate the use and consumption of energy through various methods and programs. As a result
of the passage of Assembly Bill 32 (AB 32) (the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006) which seeks to
reduce the effects of Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions, a majority of the state regulations are intended to reduce
energy use and GHG emissions. At the local level, the County’s Building Division enforces the applicable
requirements of the Energy Efficiency Standards and Green Building Standards in Title 24. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The construction equipment, workers, vehicle trips, and fuel required for upgrades to these facilities would be
minimal compared to overall project construction activities. The increase in fuel use during construction would be
minor compared to the rest of project construction. Moreover, operational energy use from occasional
maintenance activities would be negligible. Therefore, activities associated with the SCE Interconnection
Improvements would result in a less-than-significant impact relating to energy and no mitigation would be required.
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California Department of Conservation, Division of Qil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources. Oil, Gas, and Geothermal
Fields in California, 2001. Map accessed on the University of California Santa Barbara Website:
https://alexandria.ucsb.edu/downloads/1544bq593. Accessed February 2026.
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d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect
risks to life or property?

e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting
the use of septic tanks or alternative waste
water disposal systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste water?

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique O O O
geologic feature?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Biological Resources Assessment Report
(BRA) created by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Attachment “A”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: HS-1.2
Development Constraints; HS-1.4 Building and Codes; HS-1.11 Site Investigations; HS-5.1 Development Compliance
with Federal, State, and Local Regulations; HS-5.2 Development in Floodplain Zones; and HS-5.9: Floodplain
Development Restrictions.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss,
injury, or death involving: rupture of a known earthquake fault; strong seismic ground shaking; seismic-
related ground failure, including liquefaction; or landslides?

i) Fault Rupture: According to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Maps for Tulare County, there is
no known earthquake fault on or near the Project site. The nearest fault zone is the White Wolf Fault
approximately 65 miles to the southeast. No impacts would occur.

ii)  Ground Shaking: According to the Tulare County General Plan (10.2 Geologic and Seismic Hazards) Figure
10-4, represents shaking hazard (ground acceleration in % gravity) for low structures. Tulare County
ranges between 0-110%, which is low to medium on the ground motion spectrum. The Porterville area
ranges from 60-80%, which represents a very low potential for ground shaking impacts. No impacts would
occur.

iii) Ground Failure and Liquefaction: Solar facilities are not specifically designated as a critical or high-risk
facility in the Uniform Building Code, nor are they defined as such by the Tulare County Code. The solar
facility would be constructed in accordance with the seismic standards and requirements of the Uniform
Building Code, including preparation of a soils report, if deemed necessary based on site specific soil
conditions. Therefore, the potential impacts due to rupture of a known earthquake fault, strong seismic
ground shaking, seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction, would be less-than-significant.

iv) Landslides: The Project is not located at the top or toe or in the vicinity of any significant topographic
feature that may be susceptible to landslides. No impacts would occur.

b) Would the project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

The Project would not result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil. Rincon Consultants provided a soil type
assessment as part of their December 2025 BRA report. According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey, San Joaquin loam, 0 to 2 percent slopes, is the only soil type present in the Project area (Figure 3;
USDA 2025b). San Joaquin loam consists of moderately well drained soils that formed in alluvium derived from
mainly granitic rock sources. San Joaquin soils are typically found on side slopes and have slopes of 0 to 2 percent.
The typical soil profile is composed of loam from 0 to 10 inches, sandy clay loam from 10 to 15 inches, clay loam
from 15 to 29 inches, and duripan from 29 to 60 inches. The project will include minor grading for site preparation
and installation of solar panel infrastructure. A grading permit is required prior to any grading activities which
includes requirements for erosion and sediment control, including retention of topsoil. Therefore, potential impacts
of the Project on soil erosion with respect to the loss of topsoil would be less than significant.

c) Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction or collapse?

The Project would not be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the Project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction,
or collapse. The property is relatively flat. The Project site is not located at the top or toe of any significant slope.
Based on records of construction in the area, there is no evidence to support a conclusion that the Project is on a
geologic unit or soil that is unstable and therefore would have no impact.
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d) Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

San Joaquin loam is considered a moderately to highly expansive soil type, primarily due to the presence of a clay-
rich subsoil (argillic horizon) and a restrictive duripan. Found on the eastern side of the Central Valley, its fine-loamy
texture can exhibit significant shrink-swell potential. There is little to no slope on the Project site. The Project
consists of modules that will be mounted on a steel racking system, which will be anchored into the ground using
driven steel piers; this will not create the expansive soil substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property and
therefore would have a less than significant impact.

e) Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative waste
water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water?

The Project does not require the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. There is no impact.

f) Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?

The Project would not directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature. However, as discussed in Section GEO-a.ii above, the proposed Project shall comply with the latest building
standards and codes, including the California Building Code. The final building permit plan set shall be submitted
to the County Engineer for review and approval. However, paleontological resources could be encountered when
excavation occurs in previously undisturbed soil and bedrock.

The implementation of the following Mitigation Measure GEO-1 which requires that excavation activities be halted
should a paleontological resource be encountered and the curation of any substantial find, would reduce this impact
to a less than significant level.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The SCE Interconnection Improvements would require minimal ground disturbance and would not directly or
indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of
a known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, ground failure and liquefaction, or landslides. The SCE
Interconnection Improvements also would not result in substantial soil erosion or be located on unstable geological
units or expansive soils, and no septic systems would be required. Most planned grading and excavation activities
associated with SCE Interconnection Improvements would occur in previously disturbed areas. SCE would
implement standard measures during construction for paleontological resources, in the unlikely event any are
encountered. Therefore, activities associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements would result in less than
significant impacts relating to geology and soils.

Mitigation/Monitoring: With implementation of the Mitigation Measures GEO-1 below, the impacts will be less-
than-significant.

GEO-1: Unanticipated Discovery of Paleontological Resources

In the event that paleontological resources are unexpectedly encountered during ground-disturbing activities, work
within 50 feet of the find shall halt and a qualified paleontologist who meets the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology
guidelines shall be contacted immediately to evaluate the resource. If avoidance is not feasible, the paleontological
resources shall be evaluated for their significance. If the resources are not significant, avoidance is not necessary. If
the paleontological resource is significant enough to warrant further evaluation and/or extraction, then the
following protocol shall be followed:
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a) The paleontologist shall assess the discovered material(s) and prepare a survey, study or report
evaluating the impact. The paleontologist’s survey, study, or report shall contain a recommendation(s),
if necessary, for the preservation, conservation, or relocation of the resource.

b) The Applicant shall comply with the recommendations of the evaluating paleontologist, as contained in
the survey, study, or report.

c) Any fossils recovered during mitigation should be deposited in an accredited and permanent scientific
institution for the benefit of current and future generations.

d) Construction in the area shall not resume until the resource-appropriate measures are recommended,
or the materials are determined to be less than significant.
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Vill.  GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either
directly or indirectly, that may have a O O O

significant impact on the environment?

b) Conflict with any applicable plan, policy or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing O O O
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR),), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: AQ-3.4
Landscape; AQ-3.5 Alternative Energy Design; and ERM-4.1 Energy Conservation and Efficiency Measures.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the environment?

b) Would the project conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing
the emissions of greenhouse gases?

a,b) The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD) adopted a Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP) in
August 2008. While the plan does not have regulatory powers, it directs SJVAPCD to develop guidance to assist
District staff, valley businesses, land-use agencies, and other permitting agencies in addressing GHG emissions as
part of the CEQA process. Unlike other air basins in California, the pollution in the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin
(SJIVAB) is not produced by large urban areas. Instead, emissions are generated by many moderate sized
communities and rural uses. Emission levels in the Central Valley have been decreasing overall since 1990. This can
be primarily attributed to motor vehicle emission controls that reduce the amount of vehicle emissions and controls
on industrial/stationary sources. In spite of these improvements, the San Joaquin Valley is still identified as having
some of the worst air quality in the nation.

The main source of CO and NOx emissions is motor vehicles. The major contributors to ROG emissions are mobile
sources and agriculture. ROG emissions from motor vehicles have been decreasing since 1985 due to stricter
standards, even though the vehicle miles have been increasing. Stationary source regulations implemented by the
SJVAPCD have also substantially reduced Reactive Organic Gases (ROG) emissions. ROG from natural sources
(mainly from trees and plants) is the largest source of this pollutant in Tulare County. Atmospheric modeling
accomplished for recent ozone planning efforts has found that controlling NOx is more effective at reducing ozone
concentrations than controlling ROG. However, controls meeting RACT and BACT are still required for SIVAPCD
plans.

Direct PM10 emissions have decreased between the years 1975 and 1995 and have remained relatively constant
since 2000. The main sources of PM10 in the SJVAB are from vehicles traveling on unpaved roads and agricultural
activities. Regional Transportation Planning Agencies must implement BACM for sources of fine particulate matter
(PM10) to comply with federal attainment planning requirements for PM10. Attainment status is based on air
quality measurements throughout the entire SJVAB. A violation at a single air monitoring station anywhere in the
air basin leads to a non-attainment designation for the entire air basin.

The County is subject Assembly Bill (AB) 170, Section 65302.1 of the California Government Code, which requires
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all 59 cities and 8 counties within the boundaries of the SIVAPCD to include Air Quality Elements or air quality goals,
policies, and implementation strategies in other elements of their General Plans. Tulare County has opted to provide
a separate Air Quality Chapter in the General Plan as a means to highlight the importance of this issue to County
residents and to convey the interconnectedness of land use, transportation, and air quality in a single location in
the General Plan. AB 170 also requires a Background Report describing local air quality conditions including air
quality monitoring data, emission inventories, lists of significant source categories, attainment status and
designations, and applicable State and Federal air quality plans and transportation plans.

Additionally, the State of California adopted the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (commonly referred to as
Assembly Bill (AB) 32), Health and Safety Code Sections 38501 et seq., directing the California Air Resources Control
Board (CARB) to develop and adopt statewide greenhouse gas emission limits designed to achieve statewide
emission levels equivalent to those in 1990 by 2020, along with regulations to require reporting and verification of
greenhouse gas emissions and to monitor and enforce compliance with this program.

With regard to the Project, construction would generate short-term GHG emissions from off-road equipment,
worker trips, and material deliveries. Operational GHG emissions would be minimal because the solar facility would
be unmanned and would require only infrequent maintenance trips. As a renewable energy project, the Project
would support generation of carbon-free electricity and would not conflict with applicable State or local GHG-
reduction plans, policies, or regulations, including renewable energy and energy-efficiency objectives. Therefore,
the Project would generate less-than-significant GHG emissions and would not conflict with an applicable plan,
policy, or regulation adopted to reduce GHG emissions. Impacts would be less than significant.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The construction equipment, workers, and vehicle trips required for upgrades to these facilities and for
maintenance would be minimal compared to the other project construction and operational activities described
above. Construction emissions would cease once the SCE Interconnection Improvements are completed.
Operational activities would result in negligible emissions. The GHG emissions generated from construction and
operation of the SCE Interconnection Improvements would be minor and would not conflict with a plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing emissions of GHGs. Further, as facilities used to transport renewable
energy to the grid, the SCE Interconnection Improvements would contribute to achieving the state’s renewable
energy goals and would not conflict with the state’s goals to reduce GHG emissions. Therefore, activities associated
with the SCE Interconnection Improvements would result in a less-than-significant impact related to GHG emissions.
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Climate Change Action Plan | Valley Air District Accessed February 2026.
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IX. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT LESs THAN No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
IMPACT
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration June 2026

Road 232 Solar Project Page 34



IMPACT WITH
MITIGATION

a) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use,
or disposal of hazardous materials?

b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous
or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a
result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

e) For a project located within an airport land use
plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the project result in a
safety hazard or excessive noise for people
residing or working the project area?

f) Impair implementation of, or physically interfere
with, an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

g) Expose people or structures, either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury or
death involving wildland fires?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), , and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: HS-1.2:
Development Constraints; HS-1.9: Emergency Access; HS-4.4 Contamination Prevention; HS-4.5: Increase Public
Awareness; HS-6.1 New Building Fire Hazards; HS-6.5 Fire Risk Recommendations; HS-6.7 Water Supply System;
PFS-2.3 Well Testing; PFS-7.1: Fire Protection; PFS-7.2 Fire Protection Standards; and PFS-7.5 Fire Staffing and
Response Time Standards.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport,
use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

The Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport,
use, or disposal of hazardous materials. The Project would comply with all applicable local, state, and federal laws
governing hazardous materials. The hazardous materials associated with pad-mounted transformers are used in
small quantities. Maintenance of on-site pad-mounted transformers is a standard practice with established
protocols. The proposed uses resulting from the Project are residential and no routine transport, use, or disposal of
hazardous materials is anticipated as a result of the Project. No impacts would occur.
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b) Would the project Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

The Project would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable
upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment. No hazardous
materials are proposed to be stored onsite. If in the future it is necessary to store such material in reportable
quantities, the operator and/or contractor would have to prepare and submit a hazardous materials business plan
to the Tulare County Environmental Health Department (TCEHD) for review and approval. A hazardous substance
is reportable if stored at or above 55 gallons for liquids; 200 cubic feet for compressed gas; or 500 pounds for solids.
Additionally, the Project would comply with all hazardous waste generator regulations, including reporting any
status as a hazardous waste generator to TCEHD. The conditions of approval for the Project would include a
standard condition requiring compliance with this regulatory requirement. Nevertheless, no hazardous materials
or generator fuels are proposed as part of the Project. Therefore, the Project would not create a significant hazard
to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the environment. No impacts would occur.

c) Would the project Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances,
or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

The Project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances,
or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school. There are no existing or proposed schools within
one-quarter mile of the Project. The nearest schools are approximately 1.5 miles to the north. No impacts would
occur.

d) Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

The Project site is not located on a site which is included on the list of hazardous materials sites compiled by the
California Department of Toxic Substances Control pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5. No impacts
would occur.

e) For aproject located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise
for people residing or working the project area?

The Project is not located within two miles of a public airport with an adopted airport land use plan. The Porterville
Municipal Airport, a public airport or public use airport, is approximately 6.4 miles to the south of the Project Area.
The solar facility would have a maximum height of 15’ above grade when solar panels are directly perpendicular to
the ground. This is well below the maximum height for residential Projects in the immediate vicinity and lower than
existing mature vegetation in and around the Project site and would have no impact.

f) Would the project Impair implementation of, or physically interfere with, an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

A review of the Project and the Tulare County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan indicates that the
proposed Project would not impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan. Project-related construction activities could temporarily impact street access
and traffic flow due to roadway improvements and potential extension of construction activities into the rights-of-
way for utility connections, resulting in temporary lane closures. However, Project construction would not require
the complete closure of any public streets during construction. Furthermore, signage and flag crews would direct
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the flow of traffic with the lane closure. Temporary construction activities would not impede use of the streets for
emergencies or access for emergency response vehicles. The Project design and Project Site access would be
reviewed by the County Fire Department to ensure that emergency access would be maintained. Project operations
would require minimal traffic that would not impact use of the streets for emergencies or access for emergency
response vehicles. No impacts would occur.

g) Would the project Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury
or death involving wildland fires?

The Project is located in an area which is designated a "moderate” fire hazard severity zone. All driveways and
buildings for the proposed Project are required to be constructed in accordance with the Tulare County Fire Safety
Standards. These standards also require the clearing of combustible vegetation around all structures for a distance
of not less than 30 feet on each side or to the property line. California Public Resources Code Section 4291 includes
a “Defensible Space” requirement of clearing 100 feet around all buildings or to the property line, whichever is less.
The solar facility will be unmanned and requires only infrequent maintenance visits. The Project will not
substantially increase the exposure of people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss,
injury, or death involving wildland fires. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
Construction and operation of the SCE Interconnection Improvements would not result in the creation of significant
hazards through routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials or wastes, or foreseeable upset and
accident conditions. In addition, the existing substation is not located on a site that would be subject to Government
Code Section 65962.5. SCE would comply with standard BMPs and all applicable state and federal laws and
regulations during construction and operation, including those regulations that relate to hazardous materials.
Therefore, activities associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements would result in a less-than-significant
impact relating to hazards and hazardous materials.

REFERENCES

California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). EnviroStor. Websites:
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/. Accessed February 2026.

California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). DTSC’s Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites List —
Site Cleanup (Cortese List). Website: EnviroStor. Accessed February 2026.

California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). Site Cleanup. Hazardous Waste and Substances Sites
List. Website:

https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/search.asp?cmd=search&reporttype=CORTESE&site type=CSITES%2C
OPEN%2CFUDS%2CCLOSE&status=ACT%2CBKLG%2CCOM®&reporttitle=HAZARDOUS%20WASTE%20AND%20SUBS
TANCES%20SITE%20LIST. Accessed February 2026.

X. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY
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LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT

IMPACT
MITIGATION

a) Violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or groundwater
quality?

O O U

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies
or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project may impede O O U]
sustainable groundwater management of the
basin?

) Substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or area, including through
the alteration of the course of a stream or river
or through the addition of impervious
surfaces, in a manner which would:

i) Resultin substantial erosion or siltation
on-or off-site?

ii) Substantially increase the rate or amount
of surface runoff in a manner which would O O O
result in flooding on- or offsite?

iif) Create or contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or O O O
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

iv) Impede or redirect flood flows? O O O

X

d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk
release of pollutants due to project O O O
inundation?

X

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of
water quality control plan or sustainable O O O
groundwater management plan?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), , and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: WR-1.2:
Groundwater Monitoring; WR-1.4: Conversion of Agricultural Water Resources; WR-2.1 Protect Water Quality; WR-
2.2 National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Enforcement; WR-2.3 Best Management Practices
(BMPs); WR-2.4 Construction Site Sediment Control; WR-2.8: Point Source Control; WR-2.9 Private Wells; WR-3.3
Adequate Water Availability;, WR-3.5: Use of Native and Drought Tolerant Landscaping; WR-3.10: Diversion of
Surface Water; HS-5.1 Development Compliance with Federal, State, and Local Regulations; HS-5.2 Development in
Floodplain Zones; PFS-4.2 Site Improvements; and PFS-4.7: NPDES Enforcement.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality

The Project would not violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise
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substantially degrade surface or ground water quality (WR-2.1: Protect Water Quality).

Through adherence to construction standards required by regulatory requirements, including erosion and sediment
control measures, water quality and waste discharge standards will not be violated. Nor would surface or ground
water quality be otherwise substantially degraded. Grading will be needed for this Project which will require a
grading permit. The provisions of the permit will require erosion and siltation containment on- and off-site.

Construction activities necessary to construct the Project would be conducted in accordance with either the state
Construction General Permit or the County construction stormwater ordinance. Appropriate stormwater BMPs,
including erosion, sediment and non-stormwater controls would be implemented to protect water quality at all
times through construction. Implementation of BMPs and erosion control measures would reduce potential water
quality impacts during Project construction activities to a less-than-significant level by requiring measures to control
erosion and sedimentation of receiving water bodies (WR-2.3: Best Management Practices). As a result, the
potential impact on water quality during construction and operation would be less than significant.

b) Would the project Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

The Project would require water during construction primarily for fugitive dust suppression, soil compaction, and
limited concrete batching for equipment foundations. Given the Project's small footprint (approximately 13.6
acres), construction water demand would be modest and limited to the construction period. The Project will obtain
construction water from a permitted local source, which may include purchase from a local irrigation or water
district, delivery from a permitted municipal water purveyor, or trucked deliveries from a permitted source.

Operational water demand for the 3-MW Project would be minimal. The Project does not include process water,
cooling water, evaporative equipment, or other industrial water uses. Operational water use would be limited to
periodic panel washing (typically 1-2 times per year, if required) and incidental maintenance use. Based on industry
estimates of approximately 20 gallons per megawatt-hour generated (Solar Energy Industries Association), the
Project's annual operational water demand is estimated at approximately 0.4 to 0.5 acre-feet per year, comparable
to the annual water use of a single-family residence. Operational water would be obtained from a local irrigation or
water district, or if service delivery is not feasible, trucked from a permitted municipal or commercial source. The
Project does not propose to install on-site groundwater wells or to pump groundwater for construction or
operations.

The Project would not introduce significant new impervious surfaces that would interfere with groundwater
recharge. Solar PV panels would be mounted on driven piles or pier foundations, and the ground surface beneath
the arrays would remain pervious, allowing precipitation to infiltrate to the underlying soils. Access roads,
equipment pads, and the substation footprint represent a small fraction of the 13.6-acre Project area and would be
designed consistent with the County's stormwater requirements.

The Project Site is located within the Tule Subbasin (DWR Bulletin 118 No. 5-022.13), which is designated by DWR
as a critically over-drafted basin under the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The Applicant has
identified the PID as the likely water source for construction and operations. PID is a surface water purveyor that
delivers Tule River water through a distribution system serving approximately 16,900 acres on the eastern side of
the San Joaquin Valley. The use of PID surface water would not result in direct groundwater extraction within the
critically over-drafted Tule Subbasin. The Project would not extract groundwater for construction or operations,
would not significantly alter recharge patterns, and has a de minimis annual water demand. Furthermore, the
Project would eliminate existing irrigation demand on the Site associated with the persimmon orchard currently in
production, resulting in a net reduction in water demand on the parcel. The Project would not contribute to
overdraft conditions in the Tule Subbasin or interfere with the implementation of the applicable Groundwater
Sustainability Plan.
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Employees would visit the Site only for occasional maintenance activities and would be provided with bottled water;
permanent restroom facilities are not proposed. Impacts would be less than significant.

c) Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which
would: result in substantial erosion or siltation on-or off-site; substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or offsite; create or contribute runoff water
which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources of polluted runoff; or impede or redirect flood flows?

The Project would not substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area in a manner which would
(i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; (ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or offsite; (iii) create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources
of polluted runoff; or (iv) impede or redirect flows. The Project would include grading and trenching to construct an
approximately 5,000-foot gravel access road on both the north and south parcels within a 20-foot access and utility
alignment. The Project would include an underground utility run from the power connections on site that would be
developed adjacent to the access roads. The driveways on the north and south parcels would also be constructed
on flat ground and not require any significant recontouring or drainage facilities that would significantly alter the
existing drainage pattern or concentrate and direct storm water run-off that would significantly increase potential
erosion or siltation on or off-site. New impervious surfaces would include support poles for the solar arrays,
foundation for transformer pad, equipment cabinets, and pad for meter panel. Drainage from impervious surfaces,
the graveled lease area, and the graveled driveway will be dispersed to adjacent unimproved areas and existing
vegetation adjacent to the equipment compound and lease area. Compliance with all provisions of the grading
permit would be required.

The drainage pattern will not be altered. Drainage will be dispersed to either the unimproved areas or landscape
areas adjacent to the building and the parking areas. The runoff will sheet flow into the existing drainage channels
on the site. This will preserve the existing drainage pattern and not require alteration of the natural drainage
courses. No impacts would occur.

d) If in a flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, would the project risk release of pollutants due to project
inundation?

The Project would not risk release of pollutants in flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones due to Project inundation
because the Project site is not located within mapped floodplains, tsunami hazard areas, or seiche-prone zones,
and will not contain storing hazardous materials. No impacts would occur.

e) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of water quality control plan or sustainable
groundwater management plan?

Through adherence to construction standards required by regulatory requirements, and the provisions of the
required grading permit, including erosion and sediment control measures, the Project would not conflict with or
obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable management plan (WR-2.4: Construction
Site Sediment Control). No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
Construction of the SCE Interconnection Improvements would likely require minimal ground disturbance (less than
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1 acre) and is not expected to violate water quality standards or substantially degrade surface water or groundwater
quality. SCE would also implement BMPs and comply with all applicable federal and state laws and regulations
during construction and operation, including those regulations that relate to the protection of water quality.
Therefore, activities associated with the SCE interconnection infrastructure would result in less than significant
impacts relating to hydrology and water quality.
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LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Physically divide an established community? O O O
b) Cause a significant environmental impact due
to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or
X
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding = = =
or mitigating an environmental effect?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), , and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: LU-1.3:
Prevent Incompatible Uses; LU-1.6: Permitting Procedures and Regulations; LU-1.7: Development on Slopes, LU-
1.10: Roadway Access; LU-4.4 Travel Oriented Tourist Commercial Uses; LU-7.7: Parking Location; LU-7.9: Visual
Access; LU-7.15: Energy Conservation; ED-5.4 Recreational Accommodations; ED-5-5 Rivers; ERM-5.15: Open Space
Preservation; PF-1.1: Maintain Urban Edges; PF-1.5: Planning Areas; and PF-2.9: Zoning in Communities.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project physically divide an established community?

The proposed Project includes the development of a solar facility on a persimmon orchard and vacant parcel and
would not physically divide an established community. The Project does not include the creation of any road, ditch,
wall, or other feature which would physically divide an established community. No impacts would occur.

b) Would the project cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy,
or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

The Tulare County Municipal Code allows solar facilities in the Agriculture (AG) General Plan land use designation
and the Exclusive Agriculture (AE) zoning district with approval of a use permit and subject to general standards
pursuant to the “additional allowed uses” in Chapter 3, Section 16.H of the Municipal Code. As proposed, the Project
would not conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The SCE Interconnection Improvements would not divide an established community and would comply with
applicable land use plans, policies, and regulations. Impacts would be less than significant.

REFERENCES

Tulare County. General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. https://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/index.asp. Accessed
February 2026. The Background Report and Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report can be found on this

page.
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Tulare County. General Plan Background Report. February 2010. Accessed February 2026: Accessed September
2025 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR.

Tulare County. General Plan Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report, February 2010. Accessed February
2026 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR (not duplicate link identified above).

Xil. MINERAL RESOURCES
LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Result in the loss of availability of a known
mineral resource that would be of value to the O O O
region and the residents of the state?
b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally-
1mportant mineral resource recovery 51.t.e O O O
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan
or other land use plan?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR),, and the resources cited in this analysis.

There are no Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource that apply to this Project.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the state?

There are no known mineral resources of regional value located on or near the Project site. The Project would not
result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the region and the residents
of the State. No impacts would occur.

b) Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

There are no applicable land use plans which address minerals. Therefore, the Project would not result in the loss
of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan
or other land use plan. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The SCE Interconnection Improvements would not result in the loss of a mineral resource of value to the region or
state, or a locally important mineral resource recovery site. Impacts would be less than significant.

REFERENCES
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Tulare County. General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. https://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/index.asp. Accessed
February 2026.

Tulare County. General Plan Background Report. February 2010. Accessed February 2026: Accessed September
2025 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR.

Tulare County. General Plan Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report, February 2010. Accessed February
2026 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR (not duplicate link identified above).

XIil. NOISE

LESS THAN
LESS THAN

Would the project result in:

SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT

SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT WITH
MITIGATION

SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT

No
IMPACT

a) Generation of a substantial temporary or
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in
the vicinity of the project in excess of
standards established in the local general plan
or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?

b) Generation of excessive ground-borne
vibration or ground-borne noise levels?

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a
private airstrip or an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted,
within two miles of a public airport or public O O O
use airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR),, and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: HS-8.1:
Economic Base Protection; HS-8.2: Noise Impacted Areas; HS-8.3 Noise Sensitive Land Uses; HS-8.8: Adjacent Uses;
HS-8.11 Peak Noise Generators; HS-8.15 Noise Buffering; HS-8.18 Construction Noise; and HS-8.19 Construction
Noise Control.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project generate substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of other agencies?

Per the County’s General Plan, noise created by new proposed non-transportation noise sources shall be mitigated
so as not to exceed the noise level standards of the Tulare County General Plan 10.8 Noise Element as measured
immediately within the property line of lands designated for noise-sensitive uses. These noise level performance
standards for non-transportation sources are 60dB Ldn (or CNEL) for daytime and nighttime hours.

Construction noise typically occurs intermittently and varies depending on the nature or phase of construction (e.g.,
land clearing, grading, excavation). Noise would be generated by construction equipment, including earth movers,
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and material handlers, could affect the nearest sensitive receptors in the vicinity of the construction site. As
discussed in Section lll, Air Quality, above, the solar facility would not be located in an area where substantial
numbers of people live or work. The nearest sensitive receptors would be residences located on adjacent properties
to the east and south. The nearest residences, located east of the site off of Avenue 182 and Road 232, would be
within the range of approximately 150 feet away from the outer edge of the facility. Construction activities would
occur throughout the Project site and would not be concentrated at the point closest to the sensitive receptors.

A general rule of noise attenuation is that noise is reduced six decibels for every doubling of distance. For example,
if a piece of equipment produces 100 decibels at 25 feet away from the equipment, the noise level will be 94 decibels
at 50 feet from the equipment. Temporary noise levels could be increased during the construction phase of the
Project as well. The County limits noise generating activities, such as construction, to hours of normal business
operation (7 a.m. to 7 p.m.) per Tulare County General Plan (HS-8.18: Construction Noise). No peak noise generating
activities are allowed to occur outside of normal business hours without County approval. The County limits the
potential noise impacts of construction activities by limiting construction activities to the hours of 7a.m. to 7 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday, when construction activities are located near sensitive receptors. No construction may
occur on Sundays or national holidays without a permit from the County to minimize noise impacts associated with
development near sensitive receptors.

In the absence of a quantitative construction noise threshold in the Tulare County General Plan or Noise Ordinance,
this analysis applies the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) construction noise criterion of 80 dBA Leq (8-hour) for
residential land uses, as set forth in the FTA Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual (2018).
Construction of the Project would involve the use of typical heavy equipment, including graders, excavators, dozers,
loaders, forklifts, and pile drivers for racking installation. Based on FTA reference noise levels, the loudest sustained
construction equipment (excluding impact pile driving) typically generates approximately 85 dBA Lmax at 50 feet,
with composite Leq levels at active work areas of approximately 84—89 dBA at 50 feet during the noisiest
construction phases. Applying the standard noise attenuation rate of 6 dB per doubling of distance, construction
noise at the nearest sensitive receptor (a residential use located approximately 150 feet southwest from the Project
site) would attenuate by approximately 9-10 dB relative to levels at 50 feet. Predicted construction noise levels at
the nearest sensitive receptor would therefore be approximately 74—79 dBA Leq during the noisiest construction
phases, below the FTA 80 dBA Leq (8-hour) threshold for residential receptors. Construction noise levels would
further attenuate at receptors located at greater distances. Construction would also be limited in duration, would
occur only during daytime hours consistent with County requirements, and would not involve impact pile driving or
other unusually high-noise activities on a sustained basis. The proposed Project would comply with the applicable
standards and requirements related to noise, including the County General Plan and noise ordinance. Nevertheless,
due to the short duration of construction, the temporary increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the
Project is expected to be less than significant.

Operation and maintenance of the Project would include permanent and temporary noise sources associated with
the solar PV systems, electrical collection lines, gen-tie power lines, and maintenance activities. Project operations
will not generate noise levels in excess of the General Plan standard of 60dB Ldn (or CNEL) for daytime and nighttime
hours, as described below. The Project is not located in a high noise area that will result in exposure of persons to
noise levels in excess of this standard.

The solar PV arrays would include operation of single-axis tracking systems. Single-axis tracking systems employ a
motor mechanism that would allow the arrays to track the path of the sun throughout the day. In the morning, the
panels would face the east. Throughout the day, the panels would slowly move to the upright position at noon and
on to the west at sundown. The panels would reset to the east in the evening or early morning to receive sunlight
at sunrise. Noise from the tracker motor is approximately 40 dBA at 10 feet from the source. During daylight hours,
the tracking system motors would operate for a short period of time (normally two seconds) and pause for a longer
period of time (about five minutes) before operating again. After sunset and before sunrise the next day, the array
must reset to face easterly; this reset motion occurs once daily and takes approximately three minutes. The nearest
sensitive noise receptor to any tracker would be the residential use located approximately 150 feet from the Project
site. At this distance, noise levels associated with solar PV array tracker would be inaudible. Impacts would be less
than significant.

Additional permanent noise sources from the Project Site would include small-scale inverters, AC combiner boxes,

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration June 2026
Road 232 Solar Project Page 45



medium voltage transformers, and/or medium voltage switchgear. Small-scale inverters typically generate 65 dBA
at 1 meter (3.28 feet) and medium voltage transformers typically generate 63 dBA at 1 meter (3.28 feet). The
inverter, transformer, and switchpad would be located within the center portion of the Project Site. As the nearest
sensitive receptor could be located as close as 150 feet from the Project boundary line, small-scale inverter and
medium voltage transformer noise levels would be inaudible at the nearest sensitive receptor.

Noise levels associated with electrical collection lines would be inaudible at the nearest sensitive receptor. Impacts
would be less than significant.

The Project would generate minimal periodic operational vehicle trips internal to the Project Site for required
maintenance activities. These activities are not expected to occur on a daily basis and would not generate a
significant amount of traffic or create a substantial increase of vehicular noise in the area. Any increase in traffic
would be minimal and sporadic; therefore, impacts from vehicular noise would be less than significant.

b) Would the project generate excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise levels?

The Project would not result in generation of excessive ground-borne vibration or ground-borne noise levels. The
Project is limited in scope to the construction of the new solar facility. Ground borne noise and vibration decreases
rapidly with distance. The nearest noise-sensitive receptor to the Project Site is a residence located approximately
150 feet from the Project Site boundary line. At these distances, vibration velocities would be imperceptible. The
Project would have operation and maintenance components, such as maintenance vehicles, small-scale inverters,
and medium voltage transformers, that would not generate noticeable ground borne vibration levels. Project
operations would not involve any sources capable of generating perceptible levels of vibration in the surrounding
area. Any ground-borne vibration or noise levels as a result of excavation of footings for the arrays and other
ancillary structures or trenching for the underground power are expected to be less-than-significant.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a plan
has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

The Project is located approximately 6.4 miles to the north of a municipal airstrip. As an unmanned solar facility,
the Project will not expose people residing or working in the Project Area to excessive noise levels. There would be
no impact.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
Construction of the interconnection improvements would be implemented within the Project site and existing
substation and would not generate substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the
vicinity that would exceed the noise level performance standards for non-transportation sources discussed above.
Nor would construction of the SCE Interconnection Improvements generate excessive ground-borne vibrations or
ground-borne noise levels. Impacts would be less than significant.

REFERENCES

Tulare County. General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. https://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/index.asp. Accessed
February 2026.

Tulare County. General Plan Background Report. February 2010. Accessed February 2026: Accessed September
2025 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR.
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Tulare County. General Plan Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report, February 2010. Accessed February
2026 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR (not duplicate link identified above).

Tulare County. Tulare County Code. CHAPTER 29. RIGHT TO FARM. Accessed February 2026.

Federal Transit Administration. Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual (2018)

XIV.  POPULATION AND HOUSING

LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Induce substantial unplanned population
growth in an area, either directly (for example,
by proposing new homes and businesses) or O O O
indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?
b) Displace substantial numbers of existing
leorh ing, n itating th
people or housing ecessitating t. e O O O
construction of replacement housing
elsewhere?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR),, and the resources cited in this analysis.

There are no Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource that apply to this Project.
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example,
by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?

The Project would not induce substantial unplanned population growth in the area, either directly or indirectly. The
Project does not include the development of new homes or businesses and does not propose extension of major
new infrastructure or uses that would induce substantial unplanned population growth. The Project would include
the development of an access driveway and extensions of utilities solely to serve the proposed solar facility. There
would be no extension of other infrastructure. Project construction would temporarily increase the number of
persons present at the Project Site. However, construction workers would only be present at the Project site during
construction. Once operational, the Project Site would not require the same amount of staff needed during
construction. The Project would be unmanned and would only require minimum staff for inspection and
maintenance and would not introduce a significant amount of employment that would require additional
permanent housing within the area. Therefore, the Project is not expected to induce substantial growth in the area.
There would be no impact.

b) Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction
of replacement housing elsewhere?

The Project would not displace substantial numbers of people or existing housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere. The Project does not include destruction of any existing housing. There would be
no impact.
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SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
The purpose of the proposed project is to assist SCE and the state in meeting their respective renewable energy
goals for existing energy customers and accommodate existing energy demands. The SCE Interconnection
Improvements would not result in unplanned growth or displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing;
as such, there would be no impact.

REFERENCES

Tulare County. General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. https://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/index.asp. Accessed
February 2026.

Tulare County. General Plan Background Report. February 2010. Accessed February 2026: Accessed September
2025 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR.

Tulare County. General Plan Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report, February 2010. Accessed February
2026 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR (not duplicate link identified above).

XV. PUBLIC SERVICES

LESS THAN
LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or

physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the public services:

i) Fire protection? O O O
ii) Police protection? O O O
iii) Schools? O O O
iv) O O O

O O O

v) Other public facilities?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR),, and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: LU-1.10
Roadway Access; WR-3.3 Adequate Water Availability; PFS-7.1: Fire Protection; PFS-7.2 Fire Protection Standards;
PFS-7.5 Fire Staffing and Response Time Standards; and PFS-7.9 Sheriff Response Time.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new or
physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the
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construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any public services?

i) Fire Protection: The Project is located in a “Moderate” fire hazard severity zone. All driveways and buildings
for the proposed Project are required to be constructed in accordance with the Tulare County Fire Safety
Standards. These standards also require the clearing of combustible vegetation around all structures for a
distance of not less than 30 feet on each side or to the property line. California Public Resources Code
Section 4291 includes a “Defensible Space” requirement of clearing 100 feet around all buildings or to the
property line, whichever is less. The solar facility will be unmanned and requires only infrequent
maintenance visits. The Project will not substantially increase the exposure of people or structures, either
directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires. The proposed
project would not involve the creation or alteration of new governmental facilities, nor new population
growth that could generate increased demand for fire protection services. No significant additional level of
fire protection is necessary. No impacts would occur.

ii) Police Protection: The Project would not lead to an increase in residential populations at the project site
nor in nearby communities, and thus would not change the officer-to-population ratio for the area. The
patrol division of the Tulare County Sheriff’s Office currently has approximately 4 sergeants, 2 lieutenants
and 25 patrol deputies. The patrol division is responsible for providing 24-hour law enforcement service
throughout the unincorporated areas of Tulare County. Response times are typically less than 10 minutes
for 90 percent of the calls in the valley region (PFS-7.9 Sheriff Response Time). According to the Bureau of
Census (2024), the entire County of Tulare has a population of 483,546 persons but does not specify the
population in the unincorporated area of the County (U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census,
April 1, 2020). There are individual city police patrols, including a Porterville Police Department that does
not patrol the Project area. The solar facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent maintenance
visits. The proposed solar facility would be enclosed by a 6-foot-tall chain link fence with one-foot of security
wire. The Project is not expected to require any significant additional level of police protection. No impacts
would occur.

iii) Schools: The Project does not propose housing and would not induce population growth. Thus, no impact
on capacities, service levels, or performance objectives for schools would be generated by the Project.
Therefore, no impact would occur.

iv) Parks: Though the County has a neighborhood parks system, the Project does not propose housing and
would not induce population growth. Thus, no impact on capacities, service levels, or performance
objectives for parks would be generated by the Project. There would be no impact from this project.

v) Other Public Facilities: The General Services Agency does not apply for this Project due to its sole purpose
of maintaining County facilities. The Project does not propose housing and would not induce population
growth. Thus, no impact on capacities, service levels, or performance objectives for other public facilities
would be generated by the Project. Therefore, no impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would occur within
areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities. Due to the minor nature of the upgrades
within the existing substation, the upgrades would not require new government facilities related to fire
protection, law enforcement, or other public services. Therefore, there would be no impacts to public services
associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements.
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XVI. RECREATION
LESS THAN
LESS THAN
: SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Would the project increase the use of existing
neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial O O O
physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated?
b) Does the project include recreational facilities
or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an - = = X
adverse physical effect on the environment?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: ED-5.1:
Development of a Recreation Industry; ED-5.2 Agricultural and Ecological Tourism; ED-5.4 Recreational
Accommodations; ED-5.5 Rivers; ED-5.6: Lakes ; ED-5.8: Foothill Gateways; ERM-5.8: Watercourse Development;
ERM-5.9 Encourage Development of Private Recreation Facilities; and ERM-5.15: Open Space Preservation; HS-9.1:
Healthy Communities.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities
such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated

The Project would not increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities
such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated. The County has a
neighborhood or regional parks system or other recreational facilities, however the Project would not directly or
indirectly result in housing development or population growth on the Project site or in the surroundings
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communities, which would not increase the demand or use of local parks or regional recreational facilities. There
would be no impacts.

b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

The Project would not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would occur within
areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities. Due to the minor nature of the upgrades
within the existing substation, the upgrades would not require new or expanded park or recreational facilities.
Therefore, there would be no impacts to recreational facilities associated with the SCE Interconnection
Improvements.

REFERENCES

Tulare County. General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. https://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/index.asp. Accessed
February 2026.

Tulare County. General Plan Background Report. February 2010. Accessed February 2026: Accessed September
2025 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR.

Tulare County. General Plan Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report, February 2010. Accessed February
2026 at: Tulare County General Plan Recirculated Draft EIR (not duplicate link identified above).

XVIl. TRANSPORTATION

LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION
a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance or
pohcy _addreSSng the c1rcula‘F10n system, O O O
including transit, roadway, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities?
b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, O O O
subdivision (b)?
) Substantially increase hazards due to a
geometric (.1e51gn fea.lture (e.g., sharp curves or O O O
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses,
(e.g., farm equipment)?
d) Result in inadequate emergency access? O O O

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Tulare County SB 743 Guidelines, and the
resources cited in this analysis.
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The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: TC-1.3:
Regional Coordination; LU-1.10 Roadway Access; LU-4.4 Travel Oriented Tourist Commercial Uses.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

The Project would not conflict with a program, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness for the
performance of addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities. The
Project site is accessed from Avenue 182. The solar facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent
maintenance visits. The Project would not generate enough traffic to significantly reduce the volume-to-capacity
ratio of adjacent roadways to a reduced level-of-service and would not conflict with adopted policies, plans or
programs supporting alternative transportation.

The Project is consistent with the Tulare County General Plan (LU-1.10 Roadway Access), for the County to require
access to public roadways for all new development. Per Tulare County General Plan (TC-1.3: Regional Coordination),
the County shall continue to work with State, regional, and local agencies to assess transportation needs and goals
and support coordinated transportation planning and programming with the Tulare County Association of
Governments (TCAG) and other local agencies. No impacts would occur.

b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

Vehicle miles traveled within the County would temporarily increase during construction. The temporary increase
would be due to worker travel and deliveries of materials and equipment as well as site inspections from County
staff. This temporary increase is not anticipated to be substantial due to the limited scope and duration of
construction. The solar facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent maintenance visits. Vehicle miles
traveled in support of facility operations would be negligible. Therefore, potential impacts of the Project
attributable to conflicts or inconsistencies with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) would be less-
than-significant.

c) Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or incompatible uses?

The Project would not substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or incompatible uses. The
proposed 20-foot-wide all-weather access driveways do not have geometric design features that would lead to an
increase in hazards. There are no land uses occurring on the property that would be considered incompatible with
a solar facility. No impacts would occur.

d) Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?

The Project site on the north and south sides would be accessed from two points across the road from each other
on Avenue 182 via a new 20-foot-wide all-weather driveway. The Project has been reviewed by the Tulare County
Fire Department which has determined that there is adequate emergency access. The Project would not result in
inadequate emergency access. No impacts would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would occur within
areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities. The Project, including the construction and
operation of SCE Interconnection Improvements, would not generate enough traffic to significantly reduce the
volume-to-capacity ratio of adjacent roadways to a reduced level-of-service and would not conflict with adopted
policies, plans or programs supporting alternative transportation or result in a significant vehicle miles traveled
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impact. The SCE Interconnection Improvements would not increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or
incompatible uses, nor would they result in inadequate emergency access for the reasons discussed above.
Therefore, these improvements would have a less-than-significant transportation impact.
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XVIIl. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES
LESS THAN
LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION

Would the Project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in
Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined
in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native
American tribe, and that is:

a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California
Reglster of I-.Ilst01.‘1ca1 Resources, or 1p a 1o§al O . n
register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(k)?
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b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in
its discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources O O O
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall
consider the significance of the resource to a
California Native American tribe?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Cultural Resources Technical Report (CRTR)
created by Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Attachment “B”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: ERM-6.1
Evaluation of Cultural and Archaeological Resources; ERM-6.3: Alteration of Sites with Identified Cultural Resources;
ERM-6.4: Mitigation; ERM-6.7 Cooperation of Property Owners; ERM-6.8 Solicit Input from Local Native Americans;
ERM-6.9: Confidentiality of Archaeological Sites; and ERM-6.10: Grading Cultural Resources Sites.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource that is
listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical
resources?

The Project Site contains disturbed agricultural land with no historical resources. Rincon determined that the Project
would not result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of the only nearby recorded resource, P-54-
004614 (Friant-Kern Canal). The canal's significance is derived from its functional role in agricultural water delivery
and its engineering design as a gravity- flow conveyance system. The Project site has been subject to continuous
agricultural disturbance since at least the 1920s. Agricultural soil modification practices to overcome restrictive
layers alter subsurface stratigraphy and would destroy or displace most archaeological features; deep ripping, a
standard practice for orchard preparation in the San Joaquin Valley to breach the hardpan (Clark et al. 2020),
typically impacts the upper 3 to 6 feet of the soil column.

On November 11, 2025, Rincon received California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) search results
(records search #25-454) from the Southern San Joaquin Valley Information Center (SSJIVIC) (Appendix A). The
SSIVIC is the official state repository for cultural resources records and reports for the county in which the Project
falls. The records search helps to identify previously recorded cultural resources, as well as previously conducted
cultural resources studies, in the APE and a 0.5-mile radius surrounding it. Rincon also reviewed statewide historic
resource inventories maintained by the OHP, including the NRHP, the CRHR, the California Historical Landmarks list,
and the Built Environment Resources Directory (BERD) for Tulare County, and the California State Historic Property
Data File as well as the Archaeological Determination of Eligibility list. Non- confidential results of the records search
can be found in Appendix A of the cultural resources technical report.

Rincon contacted the NAHC on October 28, 2025, to request a search of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) and a contact
list of Native Americans culturally affiliated with the APE. Appendix B of the Rincon report provides the results of
the SLF search. No recorded archaeological resources are within the APE or 0.5-mile search radius (CRTR, Section
5.2). The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File (SLF) search returned negative results
(CRTR, Section 5.3). The pedestrian survey conducted as part of the Cultural Resources Technical Report did not
identify archaeological resources in the APE (CRTR, Section 5.5).
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In addition, the Project site is underlain by the Riverbank Formation which stabilized over 25,000 years ago before
the commonly accepted period of human occupation in the region (Meyer et al. 2010:54). Unlike the active
floodplains or lake margins where burial of sites is common, the area lacks the deep stratigraphic context necessary
for intact subsurface deposits. Additionally, the soil profile’s restrictive hardpan layer at depths of 20 to 40 inches
creates a physical barrier that limits the vertical extent of potential subsurface features (CRTR, Section 5.6.1).

Based on the negative background research, negative field survey results, constraining geomorphology, and
extensive historical disturbance, the potential for the Project to encounter tribal cultural resources is low. In the
event of an unanticipated discovery during ground-disturbing activities, implementation of Mitigation Measures
CULT-1 and CULT-2 would ensure that any inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources or human remains are
appropriately evaluated and treated in accordance with applicable law and in consultation with culturally affiliated
tribes. With implementation of Mitigation Measures CULT-1 and CULT-2, the Project would have a less than
significant impact with mitigation incorporated on causing a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource that is listed or eligible for listing in the CRHR or in a local register of historical resources as defined
in PRC Code 5020.1(k).

b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource that is
determined by the lead agency to be significant or have significance to a Native American Tribe?

Chapter 532 Statutes of 2014 (AB 52) requires that lead agencies evaluate a project’s potential impact on “tribal
cultural resources,” which include “[s]ites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with
cultural value to a California Native American tribe that are eligible for inclusion in the CRHR or included in a local
register of historical resources.” AB 52 also gives lead agencies the discretion to determine, based on substantial
evidence, whether a resource qualifies as a “tribal cultural resource.” In compliance with Public Resources Code
Section 21080.3.1(b), the County provided formal notification to California Native American tribal representatives
identified by the California NAHC. Native American groups may have knowledge about the area’s cultural resources
and may have concerns about a development’s adverse effects on tribal cultural resources, as defined in Public
Resources Code Section 21074.

The County requested a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search through the NAHC on February 20, 2026. The SLF search
returned on February 24, 2026, with negative results. On March 2, 2026, a tribal consultation notice was sent to
one tribal contact representing one Native American tribe. According to receipt of Certified Mail, the Tule River
Indian Tribe received the letter on March 9, 2026. As of the current draft date of the Project report, the County has
not received responses from the tribe within the 30-day response period, which concluded on April 8, 2026.
Mitigation measures have been included in the Project to reduce potential impacts on undiscovered tribal cultural
resources in the event that any potential resources are unearthed during construction-related activities.

The Project is not expected to cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource as
there is no evidence of prehistoric or historical resources at the site that are listed or eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of historical resources; or a resource determined by
the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set
forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1.

Although there is no evidence to suggest that the Project would result in any significant effect to tribal cultural
resources, there is always the possibility that such resources or remains could be encountered. Therefore, if, in the
course of development, any archaeological, historical, or paleontological resources are uncovered, discovered or
otherwise detected or observed, mineral exploration activities in the affected area shall cease and a qualified
archaeologist shall be contacted to review the site and advise the County of the site's significance. Mitigation
Measures CULT-1, CULT-2, and GEO-1 will ensure appropriate response in the event of inadvertent discovery of
cultural resources or human remains. As such the potential for Project activities to inadvertently uncover
archaeological materials is less than significant. With implementation of Mitigation Measure CULT-1, CULT-2, and
GEO-1 in Section V. Cultural Resources and Section VII. Geology/Soils above, impacts would be less than
significant.
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SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
SCE’s standard measures and BMPs include procedures to stop work in the vicinity of an inadvertent discovery and
evaluate and establish treatment for the resource. Impacts associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements
would be less than significant and no mitigation would be required.

REFERENCES

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 2021. National Historic Preservation Act. Accessed February 2026 at:
https://www.achp.gov/digital-library-section-106-landing/national-historic-preservation-act

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation., 2014. State Historic Preservation Officers. Accessed February 2026 at:
https://www.achp.gov/

California Legislative Information. 2021. Bill Number: SB 18. Accessed February 2026 at:
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/bilINavClient.xhtmI?bill id=200320040SB18

California Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). About the Native American Heritage Commission.
Accessed February 2026 at: http://nahc.ca.gov/about/

California Natural Resources Agency. CEQA Guidelines. Section 15126.2 (a). Accessed February 2026 at:
https://www.califaep.org/docs/CEQA_Handbook 2023 final.pdf or
https://www.califaep.org/docs/CEQA Handbook 2025combined.pdf

California Natural Resources Agency. CEQA Guidelines. Sections 15064.5. Accessed February 2026 at:
https://www.califaep.org/docs/CEQA_Handbook_2023 final.pdf or
https://www.califaep.org/docs/CEQA Handbook 2025combined.pdf

California Natural Resources Agency Final Statement of Reasons For Regulation Action Amendments to the State
CEQA Guideline OAL Notice File No. Z-2018-0116-12. November 2018. Accessed February 2026 at:
http://resources.ca.gov/ceqa/docs/2018 CEQA Final Statement of%20Reasons 111218.pdf.

California Office of Historic Preservation. 2021. California Register of Historical Places. Accessed February 2026 at:
http://www.ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=21238

California Office of Historic Preservation. 2021.Mission and Responsibilities. Accessed February 2026 at:
http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page id=1066

Tulare County. Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. Accessed February 2026 at:
http://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/documents/GP/001Adopted%20Tulare%20County%20General%20Plan%20Mat
erials/000General%20Plan%202030%20Part%201%20and%20Part%20I1l/General%20Plan%202012.pdf

Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update. Background Report. Accessed February 2026 at:
http://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/documents/GeneralPlan2010/Appendix%20B%20-
%20Background%20Report.pdf

Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration June 2026
Road 232 Solar Project Page 56



Rincon Consultants, Inc., Cultural Resources Technical Report for the Road 232 Solar Project. February 2026.

XIX.  UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

LESS THAN
LESS THAN
. SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
Would the project: SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION

a) Require or result in the relocation or
construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment or storm water
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or O O O
telecommunications facilities, the construction
or relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

b) Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project and reasonably foreseeable
future development during normal, dry and
multiple dry years?

c) Result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider which serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to
serve the project’s projected demand in
addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

d) Generate solid waste in excess of State or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

e) Comply with federal, state, and local
management and reduction statutes and O O O
regulations related to solid waste?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Tulare County Housing Element Action
Program 9, Tulare County SB 522 Drought and Water Shortage Risk analysis and Response Plan, , and the resources
cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies for this resource apply to this Project: PFS-1.4:
Standards of Approval; PFS-2.2 Adequate Systems; PFS-2.3 Well Testing; PFS-2.5 New Systems or Individual Wells;
PFS-3.1 Private Sewage Disposal Standards; PFS-3.4 Alternative Rural Wastewater Systems; PFS-4.2 Site
Improvements; PFS-4.7: NPDES Enforcement; PFS-5.6 Ensure Capacity; PFS-5.7 Provisions for Solid Waste Storage,
Handling, and Collection; PFS-5.8: Hazardous Waste Disposal Capabilities; and WR-2.9 Private Wells.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
a) Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater
treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the

construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects?

The proposed Project would not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, natural gas or telecommunications facilities, the construction or
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relocations of which could cause significant environmental effects. The solar facility would be unmanned and not
require wastewater treatment, water service, solid waste disposal service, and have minimal impact to storm water
drainage. The Project would involve routing underground conduit and telecommunications. A grading permit is
required prior to any grading activities. Through adherence to construction standards required by regulatory
requirements and the provisions of the required grading permit, potential environmental effects would be less than
significant.

b) Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable
future development during normal, dry and multiple dry years?

The Project would have minimal demand for water. During construction water may be used for dust control but
otherwise the unmanned solar facility would require little or no additional water demand during operations. The
facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent maintenance visits. No impacts would occur.

c) Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s
existing commitments?

The Project would not require wastewater treatment. The facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent
maintenance visits. No impacts would occur.

d) Would the project generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of
local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

The Project would not generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals. The solar facility would be
unmanned and require only infrequent maintenance visits. No impacts would occur.

e) Would the project comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations
related to solid waste?

The Project would comply with Federal, State, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related
to solid waste. The solar facility would be unmanned and require only infrequent maintenance visits. No impacts
would occur.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would occur within
areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities. The SCE Interconnection Improvements
would not result in the need for new or relocated utilities or service systems, would have little if any water demand
and would not result in insufficient supplies, and would not result in substantial wastewater or solid waste
generation in excess of available capacity. SCE’s standard BMPs include compliance with all applicable federal and
state laws and regulations during construction and operation, including those regulations that relate to solid waste
disposal and recycling. Impacts associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements would be less than
significant.
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Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update. Background Report. Accessed February 2026 at:

http://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/documents/GeneralPlan2010/Appendix%20B%20-

%20Background%20Report.pdf

XX. WILDFIRES

If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands
classified as very high fire hazard severity zones,
would the project:

SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT

LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT WITH
MITIGATION

LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT

No
IMPACT

a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

O

O

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to pollutant O O O
concentrations from a wildfire or the
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

) Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines,
or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk
or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment?

d) Expose people or structures to significant
risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding, or landslides, as a result of runoff, O O O
post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in the Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update (General
Plan), General Plan 2030 Update Background Report (Background Report), Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update
Recirculated Draft Environmental Impact Report (General Plan RDEIR), Tulare County Multi-Jurisdictional Local
Hazard Mitigation Plan (MJLHMP), Biological Resources Assessment Report (BRA) created by Rincon Consultants,
Inc. (Attachment “A”), and the resources cited in this analysis.

The following Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies could apply to this Project if it were located on
sloped areas, fire hazards areas, lands susceptible to landslides, subsidence/settlement, contamination, and/or
flooding; potential for wildland fires; etc.: ERM-7.3 Protection of Soils on Slopes; HS-1.5 Hazard Awareness and
Public Education; HS-1.11 Site Investigations; HS-6.1 New Building Fire Hazards; HS-6.2 Development in Fire Hazard
Zones; HS-6.3 Consultation with Fire Service Districts; HS-6.5 Fire Risk Recommendations; HS-6.6 Wildland Fire
Management Plans; HS-6.13 Restoration of Disturbed Land; HS-6.14 Coordination with Cities; and HS-6.15
Coordination of Fuel Hazards on Public Lands.

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
a) Would the project substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

The Project would not impair implementation of or physically interfere with the Tulare County Multi-Jurisdictional
Hazard Mitigation Plan and/or the Tulare County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) . The Project would improve
energy infrastructure in the area. Project-related construction activities could temporarily impact street access and
traffic flow due to roadway improvements and potential extension of construction activities into the rights-of-way
for utility connections, resulting in temporary lane closures. However, Project construction would not require the
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complete closure of any public streets during construction. Furthermore, signage and flag crews would direct the
flow of traffic with the lane closure. Temporary construction activities would not impede use of the streets for
emergencies or access for emergency response vehicles.

The Project has been reviewed by the Tulare County Planning and Building Department for compliance with road
and access standards and there are no Project features that would impair an adopted emergency response plan or
evacuation plan. The Project would comply with current California Department of Forestry and California Building
Code requirements for fire safety. The Project site is currently served by overhead utilities for power. The project
proposes connecting overhead power lines to a new recloser pole adjacent to the access road with further utility
connections located within an underground trench within the access alignment but would not require significant
infrastructure installation or maintenance to existing infrastructure as a result of the proposed Project. The Project
will provide two site access points off Avenue 182 through vehicle access gates on both the north and south
entrances with an access road that will meet Tulare County Fire Department standards. Therefore, impacts would
be considered less than significant, and no mitigation is required.

b) Would the project, due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

The Project site is located within a moderate fire hazard severity zone. Therefore, the Project site is not located
within an area prone to wildfire. Project construction activities would be consistent with other such activities in the
region and would not represent an increased fire risk. All construction vehicles and equipment would comply with
applicable regulations to limit the potential for malfunction. Additionally, the proposed solar facility would be
designed and constructed according to applicable international, federal, State, and local standards. Moreover, the
Project Site is relatively flat and will be provide required fuel modification zones. Therefore, the Project would not
exacerbate wildfire risks due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, and thereby expose Project occupants
to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. There would be no impact.

c) Would the project require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may
result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment?

The Project proposes installation and maintenance of power lines and access roads. As described above, the Project
site is not prone to wildfire and the Project will comply with applicable fire safety standards, including appropriate
fuel modification zones. Therefore the Project will not exacerbate fire risk or result in temporary or ongoing impacts
to the environment. There would be no impact from this project.

d) Would the project Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding, or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

As described above, the Project site is relatively flat, has been used for agriculture for decades, and does not have
characteristics that would exacerbate fire risk, flooding, landslides, or drainage changes. The Project will comply
with all fire safety standards. The Project would not expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes. There would be no impact.

SCE Interconnection Improvements

To facilitate the proposed Project’s interconnection, SCE will complete various upgrades to its existing 12 kV
distribution facilities and the existing Strathmore 66/12kV substation. These improvements would require minimal
ground disturbance and would occur within areas previously disturbed and occupied by existing electrical facilities.
Construction of the SCE Interconnection Improvements would not conflict with implementation of, or physically
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interfere with, an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. The improvements also would
not exacerbate fire risks or result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment, and would not expose
people or structures to risks as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. SCE would comply
with all applicable state laws and regulations during construction and operation, including those related to wildfire
risks and fire prevention. As such, impacts associated with the SCE Interconnection Improvements would be less
than significant.

REFERENCES
Tulare County. Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update. August 2012. Accessed February 2026 at:

http://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/documents/GP/001Adopted%20Tulare%20County%20General%20Plan%20Mat
erials/000General%20P1an%202030%20Part%201%20and%20Part%20Il/General%20Plan%202012.pdf

Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update. Background Report. Accessed February 2026 at:
http://generalplan.co.tulare.ca.us/documents/GeneralPlan2010/Appendix%20B%20-
%20Background%20Report.pdf

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

LESS THAN

LESS THAN
SIGNIFICANT SIGNIFICANT No
SIGNIFICANT
IMPACT IMPACT WITH IMPACT
IMPACT
MITIGATION

a) Does the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat
of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-
sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant O O O
or animal community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal species, or
eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory?

b) Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a project
are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of
other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects)?

) Does the project have environmental effects
which will cause substantial adverse effects on O O O
human beings, either directly or indirectly?

The following analysis is based on the information provided in assessments provided in Checklist Items | through
XX.

As noted in the previous Checklist Items, there are 32 Tulare County General Plan 2030 Update policies that apply
to this Project:

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
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a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the
range of a rare or endangered plant or animal species, or eliminate important examples of the major periods
of California history or prehistory?

The Project will not degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal. Although no
special status species were observed on the Project site, potential biological impacts related to special status bird
species would be reduced to less than significant levels (by constructing the Project outside of applicable nesting
seasons), or through implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through BIO-4 if construction occurs during
identified nesting season as stated in Section IV: Biological Resources above. All mitigation measures will be
incorporated into the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program developed for the Project, and the Applicant
will implement all monitoring and reporting obligations as detailed in this IS/MND. There is potential for historic or
prehistoric resources to occur on site and Project construction activities could disturb previously unknown
resources as a result of the Project. As stated in Section V: Cultural Resources, Section VII: Geology and Soils, and
Section XVIII: Tribal Cultural Resources above, in the event archaeological artifacts are found, Mitigation Measures
CULT-1, CULT-2, and GEO-1 would reduce potential impacts to less than significant levels which would be
incorporated into the Project. Therefore, impacts would be considered less than significant with mitigation
incorporated.

b) Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects)?

The Project would result in limited construction and operational effects addressed throughout this IS/MND,
including air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology/soils, greenhouse gas emissions,
hydrology/water quality, transportation, and tribal cultural resources. These effects are either less than significant
or reduced to less-than-significant levels through mitigation measures and conditions of approval incorporated into
the Project and MMRP. The Project is a small-scale, unmanned solar facility with minor SCE interconnection work
and does not include growth-inducing housing, employment-generating, or major infrastructure components that
would combine with other past, present, or reasonably foreseeable projects to create a cumulatively considerable
impact. Therefore, the Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative impacts would be less than significant.

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings,
either directly or indirectly?

The Project would not cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly. As discussed
in the applicable checklist sections, potential human-health or safety-related effects associated with construction
air emissions, dust, noise, traffic, hazards/hazardous materials, hydrology, wildfire, and SCE interconnection work
would be temporary, limited, and/or controlled through applicable regulations, standard conditions of approval,
and mitigation measures incorporated into the Project and MMRP. Therefore, impacts related to substantial
adverse effects on human beings would be less than significant.
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