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https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/ser/historical-context-agricultural-properties-ca-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/environmental-analysis/documents/ser/historical-context-agricultural-properties-ca-a11y.pdf
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/24380191?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc3464cd-3c0d-4aec-b650-0066915a4ebb&_phsrc=Poz1&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/24380191?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc3464cd-3c0d-4aec-b650-0066915a4ebb&_phsrc=Poz1&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/62209/records/24380191?tid=&pid=&queryId=dc3464cd-3c0d-4aec-b650-0066915a4ebb&_phsrc=Poz1&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/482590


https://cdnc.ucr.edu/
https://casoilresource.lawr.ucdavis.edu/gmap/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25463688
https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/survey/default.aspx?dm_id=293129&sid=a01p5wop.4lq#surveyDetailsTabIndex=1
https://glorecords.blm.gov/details/survey/default.aspx?dm_id=293129&sid=a01p5wop.4lq#surveyDetailsTabIndex=1


https://archive.org/
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/1acefe03-5615-425f-9182-d58a79014901/The_Ranch_House%2C_1930-1975.pdf
https://planning.lacity.gov/odocument/1acefe03-5615-425f-9182-d58a79014901/The_Ranch_House%2C_1930-1975.pdf
https://www.lodinews.com/features/vintage_lodi/article_2c54a836-0f62-511f-aca6-8949993907ff.html
https://www.lodinews.com/features/vintage_lodi/article_2c54a836-0f62-511f-aca6-8949993907ff.html
https://www.loc.gov/item/02007476/


https://www.sjgov.org/commdev/cgi-bin/cdyn.exe/file/Planning/General%20Plan%202035/General%20Plan%202035.pdf
https://www.sjgov.org/commdev/cgi-bin/cdyn.exe/file/Planning/General%20Plan%202035/General%20Plan%202035.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/upload/NRB-15_web508.pdf
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer
https://www.newspapers.com/


https://www.parcelquest.com/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/4519895
https://aca.sjgov.org/sjco/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Building&TabName=Building&capID1=02HIS&capID2=00000&capID3=00RM3&agencyCode=SJCO&IsToShowInspection=
https://aca.sjgov.org/sjco/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Building&TabName=Building&capID1=02HIS&capID2=00000&capID3=00RM3&agencyCode=SJCO&IsToShowInspection=
https://aca.sjgov.org/sjco/Cap/CapDetail.aspx?Module=Building&TabName=Building&capID1=02HIS&capID2=00000&capID3=00RM3&agencyCode=SJCO&IsToShowInspection=
https://www.lindenhistory.org/_files/ugd/bfbc12_cd2eea7a957b457e816d5ff82f524479.pdf
https://www.lindenhistory.org/_files/ugd/bfbc12_cd2eea7a957b457e816d5ff82f524479.pdf
https://www.newspapers.com/image/843460599/?terms=bellota&match=1
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Prodesc/proddesc_492.htm


https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/viewer/
https://mil.library.ucsb.edu/ap_indexes/FrameFinder/
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http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
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County Tribe Name Fed (F)
Non-Fed (N)

Contact Person Contact Address Phone # Fax # Email Address Cultural Affiliation

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band N Valentin Lopez, Chairperson P.O. Box 5272 
Galt, CA, 95632

(916) 743-5833 vjltestingcenter@aol.com Costanoan
Northern Valley Yokut

Amah Mutsun Tribal Band N Ed Ketchum, Vice-Chairperson (530) 578-3864 aerieways@aol.com Costanoan
Northern Valley Yokut

Northern Valley Yokut / Ohlone Tribe N Katherine Perez, Chairperson P.O. Box 717 
Linden, CA, 95236

(209) 649-8972 canutes@verizon.net Costanoan
Northern Valley Yokut

Northern Valley Yokut / Ohlone Tribe N Timothy Perez, Tribal 
Compliance Officer

P.O. Box 717 
Linden, CA, 95236

(209) 662-2788 huskanam@gmail.com Costanoan
Northern Valley Yokut

Tule River Indian Tribe F Felix Christman, THPO 340 North Reservation Road 
Porterville, CA, 93257

(559) 719-0420 felix.christman@tulerivertribe-
nsn.gov

Yokut

Tule River Indian Tribe F Kerri Vera, Environmental 
Department

340 North Reservation Road 
Porterville, CA, 93258

(559) 783-8892 (559) 783-8932 kerri.vera@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov Yokut

Wilton Rancheria F Steven Hutchason, Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer

9728 Kent Street 
Elk Grove, CA, 95624

(916) 683-6000 shutchason@wiltonrancheria-
nsn.gov

Nisenan
Miwok

Wilton Rancheria F Cultural Preservation 
Department, 

9728 Kent Street 
Elk Grove, CA, 95624

(916) 313-4493 cpd@wiltonrancheria-nsn.gov Nisenan
Miwok

Wilton Rancheria F Michelle St. Clair, Executive 
Director of Cultural Preservation

9728 Kent Street 
Elk Grove, CA, 95624

(916) 683-6000 mstclair@wiltonrancheria-
nsn.gov

Nisenan
Miwok

Native American Heritage Commission
Native American Contact List

San Joaquin County
8/21/2025

Counties Last Updated

San Joaquin Alameda,Calaveras,Contra 
Costa,Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Monte
rey,San Benito,San Francisco,San 

7/20/2023

Alameda,Calaveras,Contra 
Costa,Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Monte

7/20/2023

Alameda,Calaveras,Contra 
Costa,Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Sacra
mento,San Benito,San Joaquin,Santa 

4/30/2024

Alameda,Calaveras,Contra 
Costa,Fresno,Madera,Mariposa,Merced,Sacra
mento,San Benito,San Joaquin,Santa 

11/21/2023

Alameda,Amador,Calaveras,Contra 
Costa,Fresno,Inyo,Kern,Kings,Madera,Maripos
a,Merced,Monterey,Sacramento,San 

8/12/2025

Alameda,Amador,Calaveras,Contra 
Costa,Fresno,Inyo,Kern,Kings,Madera,Maripos
a,Merced,Monterey,Sacramento,San 

8/12/2025

This list is current only as of the date of this document. Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.
 

This list is only applicable for contacting local Native Americans with regard to cultural resources assessment for the proposed Duncan Road Solar Development Project, San Joaquin County.

Record: PROJ-2025-004684
Report Type: List of Tribes

Counties: San Joaquin
NAHC Group: All

Alameda,Alpine,Amador,Contra Costa,El 
Dorado,Mono,Nevada,Placer,Sacramento,San 
Joaquin,Solano,Stanislaus,Sutter,Yolo,Yuba

2/12/2025

Alameda,Alpine,Amador,Contra Costa,El 
Dorado,Mono,Nevada,Placer,Sacramento,San 
Joaquin,Solano,Stanislaus,Sutter,Yolo,Yuba

2/12/2025

Alameda,Alpine,Amador,Contra Costa,El 
Dorado,Mono,Nevada,Placer,Sacramento,San 
Joaquin,Solano,Stanislaus,Sutter,Yolo,Yuba

2/12/2025

 08/21/2025 11:21 AM 
1 of 1



 

 

Appendix C 
Local Historical Group Outreach 



Duncan Road Solar Development Project (Project # 25-17912) 
 

 

  Local Interested Parties Outreach Documentation 

Interested Party Contact Rincon Coordination Efforts Response to Coordination Efforts 

San Joaquin County Historical Museum 
P.O. Box 30 
Lodi, California 95241-0030  
Via email: info@sanjoaquinhistory.org  

Email Sent by Michelle Anderson 
on September 2, 2025 

Email delivery receipt received on 
September 2, 2025. 

Phillip E. Merlo, Executive Director of 
the San Joaquin County Historical 
Museum, responded on September 2, 
2025m stating that there are no known 
points of historical significance 
associated with the project site.  

Michelle Anderson responded to Mr. 
Merlo on September 2, 2025, thanking 
him for his response. 

 

mailto:info@sanjoaquinhistory.org


 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

601 University Avenue, Suite 221 

Sacramento, California 95825 

916-706-1374 

 

 

www. r inconcons u ltan ts . com 

September 2, 2025 

Project No: 25-17912 

 

San Joaquin County Historical Museum 

P.O. Box 30 

Lodi, California 95241-0030  

Via email: info@sanjoaquinhistory.org   

Subject:  Duncan Road Solar Development Project, Interested Party Outreach  

18133 East Comstock Road, Linden, California 95236 

To whom it may concern: 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. (Rincon) has been retained to perform a cultural resources study for the 

Duncan Road Solar Development Project (project), located on a single parcel totaling approximately 

15 acres at 18133 East Comstock Road in Linden, San Joaquin County, California. The project is 

subject to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Rincon understands that the project may 

also utilize United States Department of Agriculture funding, which would require compliance with 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. 

As a component of the cultural resources study, Rincon is consulting interested parties to request 

information on potential or known historic properties or other cultural resources in the project area or 

vicinity. Rincon is currently working to identify any potential cultural resource issues associated with 

the proposed project. If you or your organization have any knowledge of, or specific concerns regarding 

cultural resources in the project area, please respond by telephone at 916-382-2997 or by email to 

mvanderson@rinconconsultants.com. Thank you for your assistance.  

Sincerely,  

Rincon Consultants, Inc.  

 

Michelle Anderson, M.A.  

Project Manager, Architectural Historian  

Attachments 

Figure 1 Project Location 

~A~ 

mailto:info@sanjoaquinhistory.org
mailto:mvanderson@rinconconsultants.com


San Joaquin Historical Museum  

Duncan Road Solar Development Project  
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Figure 1 Project Location
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Michelle Anderson

From: Phillip Merlo <p.merlo@sanjoaquinhistory.org>
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 2:09 PM
To: Michelle Anderson; Info SJHSM
Cc: Elaine Haynes; Hannah Haas
Subject: [EXT] Re: Duncan Road Solar Development Project - Interested Party Outreach

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of Rincon Consultants. Be cautious before clicking on any links, 
or opening any attachments, until you are confident that the content is safe . 
 
Hi Michelle,  
 
There are no known points of historical significance associated with the site. 
 
Best, 
Phillip 
 

 

 

Phillip E. 
Merlo 

Executive Director 
San Joaquin County 
Historical Museum 
 

  (209) 331-2055 
  11793 N. Micke Grove Road, 

Lodi, CA 95240 
  www.sanjoaquinhistory.org    

 
 Follow us on:      

The San Joaquin County Historical Society & Museum engages and inspires people and communities by 
preserving and showcasing the agricultural innovation, ingenuity, and diverse histories of our county. 

From: Michelle Anderson <mvanderson@rinconconsultants.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 2, 2025 10:47 AM 
To: Info SJHSM <Info@sanjoaquinhistory.org> 
Cc: Elaine Haynes <ehaynes@rinconconsultants.com>; Hannah Haas <hhaas@rinconconsultants.com> 
Subject: Duncan Road Solar Development Project - Interested Party Outreach  
  
Good morning, 
  
Rincon Consultants, Inc. has been retained to perform a cultural resources study for the Duncan Road Solar 
Development Project (project), located on a single parcel totaling approximately 15 acres at 18133 East Comstock 

SAN·JOAQUIN 
HISTORICAL 

MUSEUM 

'­
fl 

,. 
-----



2

Road in Linden, San Joaquin County, California. Please review the attached letter for additional information. As a 
component of the study, Rincon is reaching out to interested parties to request information on potential or known 
historic properties or other cultural resources in the project area or vicinity.  
  
Please respond to this email with comments and concerns, or if you have any questions regarding the project. 
  
Regards, 
  

 

Michelle Anderson  
Architectural Historian | Project Manager 
mvanderson@rinconconsultants.com 
805-644-4455 Main | 916-382-2997 Direct 

Out of Office Alert: 9/5 (Rincon Annual Meeting) and 10/16-10/20 
  



 

 

Appendix D 
California Department of Parks and Recreation 523 Series Form Set 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   

       NRHP Status Code  
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   

Page  1 of 15                                                                       *Resource Name or #: 18133 East Comstock Road 

DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 

P1.  Other Identifier: N/A 

*P2.  Location:  ◼ Unrestricted *a. County: San Joaquin and  

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad: Linden, California Date: 1968 (rev. 1993) T 2N; R 8E; Section(s) 3; M.D.B.M. 

 c.  Address: 18133 East Comstock Road City: Linden                               Zip: 95236  

 d.  UTM:  Zone: 10S 667200 mE / 4212531 mN e.  Other Locational Data: APN: 091-170-060 

*P3a.  Description:   

18133 East Comstock Road in Linden, San Joaquin County, California (P5a. Photograph 1) is an approximately 20-acre 

agricultural property located at the intersection of Comstock Road and Duncan Road. It is developed with historic-age buildings, 

including a single-family residence, a detached garage, and a storage barn. The buildings are positioned at the south end of the 

property and are accessed from a driveway fronting Comstock Road. The majority of the parcel was formerly planted as a walnut 

orchard. Aerial photographs reviewed during research indicate that the orchard trees were removed between 2023 and 2025 

(Google Earth 2023) (see Continuation Sheets). 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: HP2. Single-Family Property; HP4: Ancillary Building; HP33: Farm/Ranch 
*P4.  Resources Present: ◼Building 

P5b.  Description of Photo: Overview of 

18133 East Comstock Road, showing the 

residence and barn at the left side of the 

frame. Camera facing northwest, 

September 9, 2025. 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
◼Historic  

1948 (ParcelQuest 2025)  

*P7.  Owner and Address:   

Louis and Jeanette Barbagelta 

18133 East Comstock Road 

Linden, CA 95236 

*P8.  Recorded by:  

Michelle Anderson, MA 

Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

601 University Avenue, Suite 221 

Sacramento, CA 95825 

*P9.  Date Recorded:   
September 9, 2025 

*P10.  Survey Type:  

Intensive  

*P11.  Report Citation:  

Anderson, M., E. Haynes, H. Haas, N. Jordan, and M. Nayyar. Duncan Road Solar Development Project, San Joaquin County, 

California. Rincon Consultants Project No. 25-17912. Report on file at the Central California Information Center, California State 

University, Stanislaus. 

*Attachments: ◼Location Map  ◼Continuation Sheet  ◼Building, Structure, and Object Record 
 

P5a. Photograph 1 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

LOCATION MAP Trinomial  
Page 2 of 15                                                                      *Resource Name or #:  18133 East Comstock Road 

*Map Name: Linden, California *Scale: 1:24,000 *Date of Map: 1968 (rev. 1993) 
 

DPR 523J (1/95) *Required information 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 3 of 15                                *NRHP Status Code 6Z 

                                                                  *Resource Name or # 18133 East Comstock Road 

DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

B1. Historic Name: N/A 

B2. Common Name: N/A 

B3. Original Use: Residence; Orchard B4.  Present Use: Residence 

*B5. Architectural Style: Ranch; Vernacular; Utilitarian 

*B6. Construction History: 

Based on San Joaquin County Assessor data, historical mapping, and aerial photographs reviewed during research, the subject 

property was developed with its present structures beginning in the late 1940s. The residence was erected in 1948, the barn 

was constructed between 1948 and 1957, and the garage was built at an undetermined date between 1972 and 1984 (NETR 

Online 1941, 1957, 1968, 1984; ParcelQuest 2025; UCSB 1972). The residence was reroofed in 2003 and altered with replacement 

fenestration and application of textured stucco siding at unknown dates (San Joaquin County 2003). 

*B7. Moved? ◼No  

*B8. Related Features: None 

B9a.  Architect: Undetermined b.  Builder: Undetermined 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: Agriculture  Area: San Joaquin County, California 

Period of Significance: 1948-ca. 1980  Property Type: Agriculture; Residential   Applicable Criteria: N/A 

Local History 

Amid the excitement of the Gold Rush, a wave of settlers poured into San Joaquin County, prompting its official establishment 

in 1850 as one of California’s original 27 counties. That same year, Captain Charles M. Weber founded Stockton, which would 

grow to become the county’s largest city. The rural community of Linden, where the subject parcel is located, was established 

in 1862 (Lewis Publishing Company 1890).  

Over time, San Joaquin County evolved into a thriving agricultural region. In the early years, the county’s main agricultural 

output was grain, with a flour mill active as early as 1854 (Smith 1976). The introduction of railroads through the county also 

encouraged the growth of the agricultural industry and orchards, as the trains could move products to more markets. The 

Central Pacific Railroad was constructed in the 1860s from Sacramento to Stockton and west to San Francisco, and in 1909 the 

Western Pacific Railroad was added to the same line as the Central Pacific Railroad (Davis 1991). 

From the late nineteenth to the early twentieth century, agricultural concerns in the area were focused on irrigation, with the 

Calaveras River and Mormon Slough dammed and diverted for farming near Bellota (Stockton Evening and Sunday Record 1935; 

Smith 1976). When World War II began, California crops fetched a high price, allowing the region to diversify plantings and 

develop as an area known for beans, walnuts, and cherries, among other crops. The unincorporated areas of San Joaquin 

County remain rural and agricultural to this day, with some residential and commercial development adjacent to cities in the 

county. See Continuation Sheets. 

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: None. 

*B12. References:  See Continuation Sheet. 

B13. Remarks: None. 

*B14. Evaluator:   Michelle Anderson 
Rincon Consultants, Inc. 
601 University Avenue, Suite 221 
Sacramento, California 95825 

*Date of Evaluation:  October 2025 
 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 4  of  15                                                                        *Resource Name or # 18133 East Comstock Road 

Recorded By: Michelle Anderson, MA, Rincon Consultants, Inc.                                      *Date:  September 9, 2025  ◼ Continuation   

 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required information 

P4. Description (Continued from Page 1): 

Residence 

The residence at 18133 East Comstock Road is located at the south edge of the property. The building has an irregular footprint set 

on a concrete foundation. The low-pitch hip roof is covered with modern composition shingles. The exterior cladding consists of 

brick, grooved plywood, and modern textured stucco. All of the visible windows and doors appear to be modern units. 

The main, south elevation of the residence faces East Comstock Road (Photograph 2). The façade is primarily sided with red bricks 

arranged in a running bond pattern. The entrance to the house is accessed from a recessed porch partially obscured by a metal 

screen. The exterior wall at the back of the porch is clad with vertically grooved plywood panels. Three modern windows with 

anodized metal frames fenestrate the south elevation. 

The sides and rear of the of the residence are coated with modern textured stucco and are fenestrated with modern anodized 

metal-frame windows (Photograph 3 through Photograph 6). A chimney sided with grooved plywood paneling adjoins the east 

elevation near the southeast corner of the building. 

 
Photograph 2: Primary, south façade of the residence at 18133 East 

Comstock Road. Camera facing northwest, September 9, 2025. 

 
Photograph 3: East elevation of the residence. Camera facing west, 

September 9, 2025. 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 6  of  15                                                                        *Resource Name or # 18133 East Comstock Road 

Recorded By: Michelle Anderson, MA, Rincon Consultants, Inc.                                      *Date:  September 9, 2025  ◼ Continuation  
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two vehicle bays fitted with modern overhead doors (Photograph 7). A small, rectangular vent fenestrates the gable peak. The side 

elevations largely lack ornamentation or fenestration save for a secondary entrance with a modern metal door on the south side 

(Photograph 8 and Photograph 9), The rear, west gable end of the garage is fenestrated with a modern sliding window and 

rectangular gable vent (Photograph 10). 

 
Photograph 7: Primary, east façade of the garage at 18133 East 

Comstock Road. Camera facing west, September 9, 2025. 

 
Photograph 8: South elevation of the garage, showing side entrance. 

Camera facing north, September 9, 2025. 

 
Photograph 9: North elevation of the garage. Camera facing south, 

September 9, 2025. 
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Photograph 10: Rear of the garage. Camera facing southeast, September 

9, 2025. 

Barn 

The wood-frame barn is positioned northeast of the residence (Photograph 11 through Photograph 13). The barn has a rectangular 

footprint and a shed roof sheathed with corrugated metal panels. The exterior walls are comprised of vertical wood boards. The 

primary, west façade includes several open storage bays. Four bays separated by wood posts punctuate the main portion of the 

barn and a fifth bay opens to a separate storage wing at the north end of the building. The south, north, and east sides of the barn 

are void of openings or decorative detailing. 

 
Photograph 11: Primary, west façade and south end of the barn at 18133 

East Comstock Road. Camera facing northeast, September 9, 2025. 
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Photograph 12: North end of the barn, showing side wing. Camera 

facing southeast, September 9, 2025. 

 
Photograph 13: Rear, east elevation of the barn. Camera facing west, 

September 9, 2025. 
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B10. Significance (Continued from Page 3): 

Agricultural History in San Joaquin County 

The subject parcel was formerly an agricultural property, namely a walnut-producing orchard. The following context on 

agriculture in San Joaquin County was excerpted from A Historical Context and Methodology for Evaluating Agricultural Properties in 

California prepared by Agricultural HARD Team and the California Department of Transportation in 2023 (Agricultural HARD 

Team and California Department of Transportation 2023: 31-32, 143-146): 

 Agricultural History in San Joaquin County 

The San Joaquin Valley forms the southernmost part of the Great Central Valley. The region includes all or portions of 

the counties of San Joaquin, Contra Costa, Stanislaus, Merced, Madera, Fresno, Kings, Tulare, and Kern. Approximately 

one third of the state’s farmland lies in the San Joaquin Valley, and nearly 90 percent of the valley is currently under 

irrigation. No single river runs through the entire valley, although the San Joaquin River drains the northern portion of 

the valley and forms the core of the state’s Delta region. Lake basins, once fed by runoff from the Sierra Nevada, formed 

the southern end of the valley. Early farming depended upon natural aquifers for irrigation, and on the reclamation of 

the Tulare and Buena Vista Lake Basins. The 1940s and 1950s saw increased irrigation water into the southern end of the 

valley through projects such as the CVP. Annual rainfall is highest at the northern end of the San Joaquin Valley near 

Sacramento, which averages around 20 inches a year, and lowest at the southern end of the valley near Bakersfield, 

which receives approximately 12 inches a year.  

The San Joaquin Valley is home to a wide variety of farming enterprises, ranging from smaller, intensively cultivated 

farms to large, extensive, industrial enterprises. Fruit and nuts are important crops, as are many other field crops (e.g., 

barley, beans, corn, hay, potatoes, sugar beets, and wheat). Vineyards are gaining importance in the region. Cotton has 

been among the most important field crops in the valley since its introduction in 1871. Livestock is widely distributed 

throughout the valley floor, including the former home to the famous Miller and Lux cattle enterprise. Dairies, poultry, 

and swine farms produce other products including milk, chickens, turkeys, eggs, pork, and apiary products. Grain 

sorghum became important in the area after 1870 as a summer grain crop. 

Nut Industry in California 

Immigrants brought chestnuts to California during the Gold Rush, mostly as seed of the European chestnut, but also 

some chestnuts of mixed origin and grafted varieties. Hundred plus-year-old chestnut trees still exist in the Mother Lode 

region, such as the original Colossal tree planted by Benjamin Tonella, a Swiss Italian immigrant, in Nevada City. 

Century-old chestnut trees also survive in the North Coast and Central Valley regions. Most of the current chestnut 

production in California reflects post-World War II production. Chestnuts are typically grown on farms less than 10 ac. 

in size. Chestnuts are California’s commercial true nut crop, although recently small in numbers with only 155 ac. under 

cultivation in 2005, decreased from 600 ac. planted in chestnuts in 2000. 

The most successful nuts grown commercially in California are walnuts and almonds. Post World War II era nut 

production also included macadamia, pistachio, and pecan. Although pecans have been grown in California since the 

19th century, the first commercial orchard was established in Clovis in the mid-1970s. Today, the pecan production belt 

is a narrow strip that stretches from Chico and Orland south to Bakersfield. In 2020, pecans were grown primarily on 

6,000 ac. of farmland located in Fresno, Tulare, and Kern counties. 

Professor C. H. Dwinelle of the University of California at Berkeley first introduced the macadamia nut to California in 

1877. He obtained seeds from Australia and planted several seedlings along Strawberry Creek on the Berkeley campus. 

In addition, two nurserymen, Ernest Braunton and Charles Knowlton, started selling seedling trees in Southern 

California around 1910. Macadamia trees were planted as ornamental and backyard trees for many years before World 

War II, particularly in the southern seven counties of the state. People who served in the Pacific Theater during World 

War II were exposed to macadamia nuts in Hawaii and returned from the war to search local markets for the nut. 

Commercial planting of macadamia began in California in 1946 in response to this heightened interest, when Robert W. 

Todd planted 2 ac. of seedling trees on his property on Grandview Street in Oceanside. The California Macadamia 

Society was formed in 1953 to guide the newly developing industry, promote their product, and conduct research. In 

response, the University of California Los Angles established a Subtropical Horticultural Department to better study and 

understand the nut. Macadamia trees thrive in high humidity, subtropical climates. Although the nut grows from San 
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Luis Obispo south to the Mexican border, Southern California, particularly the San Diego County coastal zone, has in the 

neighborhood of 2,500 ac. planted in macadamias. 

American traders first introduced the pistachio to California in the 19th century; the first tree was planted in Sonoma in 

1881, primarily because of increased demand. In 1929 the commercial development of pistachios began when American 

plant scientist William E. Whitehouse spent six months in Persia (modern-day Iran) collecting seed that he brought back 

to California. The next year, experimental plantings were established in California. However, no standout pistachio trees 

emerged until 1950, because pistachio trees require at least a full seven to ten years maturing. The California variety, 

named Kerman for the famous carpetmaking city in Iran near the area where the trees were first cultivated, began to 

expand throughout the state in the 1960s. Another account suggests that the California town of Kerman in Fresno 

County was actually named after two land speculators who subdivided and sold lots off to start the town. In 1977, there 

were 1,700 ac. planted in pistachios in the state, primarily in the Central Valley. By 2005, California was the second 

largest producer of pistachios worldwide with over 100,000 ac. Planted. In 2020 there were 288,595 ac. planted in 

pistachios, primarily in Fresno, Kings, Madera, Tulare, and Kern counties, representing over 98 percent of all pistachios 

grown in the United States. 

The walnut, although first introduced by the Spanish padres around 1769, did not flourish until the time of the early 

American settlers. Varieties of walnuts were often planted on homesteads as part of cultivation requirements and 

frequently remain as indications of the locations of homesteads that no longer exist. The first attempt at commercial 

production was reportedly established at Warner’s Ranch in San Diego County in 1843. More than a dozen plantings 

existed by 1850, mainly near Los Angeles but also scattered from San Diego to Napa counties. In the Bay Area, California 

walnuts grew along creeks and streams. Walnut Creek, for example, located in Contra Costa County, was named for the 

groves of native walnuts growing in the area. 

Joseph Sexton, a horticulturist, initiated California’s first commercial walnut enterprise in 1867 to 1868, when he planted 

a grove of English walnuts in Goleta, next to Santa Barbara. Within a few years, 65 percent of all fertile land in this region 

grew Sexton’s English walnuts. Over the next thirty years, orchard plantings multiplied and extended as far north as 

Chico. In 1875, the State Agricultural Society recorded 138,673 walnut trees, with 15 counties reporting more than 1,000 

trees each. The 1870s marks a watershed for walnuts in California. Until this time, walnut plantings had consisted 

entirely of the small, round, hard-shelled, inferior walnuts introduced by the padres. In addition to Joseph Sexton’s soft-

shell English walnut, Felix Gillet introduced and developed certain French varieties at Nevada City, which became the 

basis for the industry in central and Northern California and in Oregon. Between 1880 and 1905 superior varieties of 

walnuts were planted, including Placentia and Eureka, which now make up most of the Southern California production. 

Between 1900 and 1930 walnut acreage increased nearly sevenfold and production increased tenfold. The California 

Walnut Growers’ Association organized in 1912 and successfully applied the principles of cooperative effort to the 

solution of the problems of the industry. By 1910, the introduction of Valencia oranges and lemons along with increased 

urban population in Southern California, resulted in the elimination of walnut orchards in Los Angeles and Orange 

counties. The City of Walnut in Los Angeles County, for example, originated as part of Rancho Los Nogales (‘Ranch of 

the Walnut Trees’), which was acquired piecemeal from Jose de la Cruz Lineras by the Vejar family beginning in 1837. 

Local growers in the city planted both lemon and walnut trees, with the latter being the major agricultural product until 

the 1930s, when a pest infestation destroyed the walnut orchards. In addition, declining yields and quality, increasingly 

warmer winters that caused a delay of blooming, and a pest infestation resulted in the restriction of acreage in Southern 

California and consistent expansion in the north. By the 1930s the commercial walnut business moved northward to 

Stockton where improved irrigation, better pest control, ideal climate, and rich soil were more conducive to larger yields. 

By this time the California walnut had virtually displaced the imported product in United States markets and had 

become an important export. 

California emerged as the largest producer of walnuts in the world by the 1940s. The California Walnut Board was 

established in 1948 to represent the walnut industry and growers. Today, the Sacramento and San Joaquin valleys are the 

center of walnut production, producing 99 percent of the commercial United States walnut supply. On the global market, 

California produces two-thirds of the world’s supply of walnuts. Today, almonds are California’s largest drupe crop in 

both value and acreage. The Spanish introduced the almond tree to California in the late 1700s. The moist, cool weather 

of the coastal missions, however, did not provide ideal growing conditions, and trees were not successfully planted 

inland until the 1800s. The first attempts to grow almonds commercially in the United States occurred in New England 
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and the Middle Atlantic and Southern states. Nevertheless, growers soon learned that the early blooming almond 

succumbed to late frosts or disease in areas of high humidity. California’s Central Valley, with its Mediterranean climate, 

provided the right environmental conditions for successful almond production. In the early 1850s, plantings near 

Sacramento, Monterey, and Los Angeles all showed promise. 

During the 1870s, through research and crossbreeding, several of today’s prominent almond varieties had been 

developed. By the turn of the 20th century, the almond industry firmly established itself in the Sacramento and San 

Joaquin valleys. The rise of almond production in California is largely the result of the California Almond Growers 

Exchange, now Blue Diamond. In 1909, J. P. Dargitz of Acampo near Stockton took an active lead in promoting an 

almond cooperative and made an appeal for a state organization. Members from nine independent almond growing 

associations in Antelope, Orangevale, Fair Oaks, Davis, Capay, Sutter County, Live Oak, Oakley, and San Joaquin 

County then met in Sacramento on18 March 1910 to discuss the formation of a statewide organization. As a result, the 

California Almond Growers Exchange (CAGE) formed on 7 May 1910 consisting of 230 independent growers with 

headquarters in Sacramento. In 1915 the CAGE built a new receiving and packaging plant that eventually grew into the 

largest nut processing plant in the world. In 1915 the cooperative adopted the Blue Diamond (the rarest diamond in the 

world) as their brand symbol, as a way to distinguish the California project from Spanish and Italian imports. As a result 

of their marketing efforts, government lobbying, and quality control, California’s almond production increased from an 

annual average of 3,500 tons in the 1910s to 9,440 tons in the 1920s. 

In 1931, Blue Diamond had 400 growers supplying 20 million pounds of almonds and 2,000 growers by 1940. Today, 

approximately 3,500 growers cooperatively own Blue Diamond Growers (established in 1980 from CAGE) and along 

with another 2,500 growers in California, produce the entire supply of almonds in the United States and nearly 80 

percent of the worldwide production. In addition, almonds currently rank as the seventh largest U.S. food export. 

Today, California is the only place in North America where almonds are grown commercially, with more than 1.5 

million ac. planted in the San Joaquin and Sacramento valleys, stretching 400 miles between Bakersfield and Red Bluff. 

In 2019 three billion pounds of almonds were produced. 

Property History 

An 1855 survey plat illustrates the subject property, situated in Section 3 of Township 2 North, Range 8 East, as entirely 

undeveloped, with the Calaveras River positioned to the northeast. In contrast, neighboring Section 4 had already undergone 

improvements by that time, including a schoolhouse, residence, several fences, and a ditch, indicating the early stages of 

settlement in the vicinity (GLO 1855). By 1894, the segments of Duncan Road and Comstock Road adjacent to the subject property 

were complete (USGS 1894).  

Based on historical topographical maps and aerial photographs, the subject was developed with multiple structures prior to 1941, 

presumably a residence and ancillary facilities (NETR Online 1941; USGS 1908). The structures present with the property in a 1941 

aerial photo do not appear to be the current buildings on the property. San Joaquin County Assessor data indicates that the 

residence on the property was constructed in 1948, and by 1957 the broader parcel was planted as a walnut orchard, and the 

extant barn had been built (NETR Online 1957; ParcelQuest 2025). The garage sited north of the house was added sometime 

between 1972 and 1984 to replace a smaller ancillary building (NETR Online 1968, 1984; UCSB 1972). 

Through the present day, the immediate surroundings of the subject property have remained rural, and the adjacent properties 

appear to be agricultural and/or residential in use. Very few modifications appear to have been imposed on the property since the 

1980s. In recent years, likely sometime after 2023, the walnut orchard on the property was cleared (Google Earth 2023). 

Occupancy History 

Louis and Jeanette Barbagelta, the current owners of 18133 East Comstock Road, have owned the property since 1972 (Ancestry 

2020; ParcelQuest 2025). Very little information about the Barbageltas was identified through relevant keyword searches on 

Ancestry.com, Newspapers.com, Internet Archive, and another online repositories. No other historic-era owners were identified 

during research (Ancestry 2025; Internet Archive 2025; Newspapers.com 2025; CDNC 2025). 
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Architecture 

The residence and garage at 18133 East Comstock Road display some modest elements of the Ranch architectural style that was 

popular throughout California during the mid-twentieth century. Appearing first as custom single-family home builds, the Ranch 

style emerged in 1920s California thanks to the work of Cliff May, a San Diego designer who developed a distinct aesthetic 

centered around the informal single story open floor plan. In the years following World War II, developers began to favor the 

style for application to mass produced suburban communities, and the modernist hacienda inspired aesthetics became 

synonymous with midcentury subdivisions, neighborhoods, and planned communities. Around 1945, the style was adapted to 

commercial and institutional functions such as motels, gas stations, supermarkets, churches, civic buildings, and schools. Circa 

1975, the Ranch style’s popularity declined due to a scarcity of expansive buildable land resulting from the previous decade’s 

suburbanization of many areas and a growing desire for more formal and traditional styles (LA City Planning 2015; McAllester 

2015). The character-defining features of the style are bulleted below.  

• Often one level with an open floor plan 

• Use of natural materials such as stone, wood, stucco, and/or brick siding 

• Rectangular, U, or L shaped 

• Low-pitched asymmetrical roofs 

• Large picture windows 

The barn on the property exhibits a utilitarian design, emphasizing function over form. Its construction reflects a pragmatic 

approach, characterized by the use of locally sourced materials and straightforward building techniques. Lacking ornamentation 

or adherence to a specific architectural style, the barn’s design underscores its purpose-driven nature, prioritizing economy and 

efficiency over aesthetic distinction. 

Architect/Builder 

Research through targeted searches on Newspapers.com, Internet Archive, and another online repositories did not confirm the 

specific architect(s) or builder(s) associated with the buildings present 18133 East Comstock Road (Internet Archive 2025; 

Newspapers.com 2025; CDNC 2025). 
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Historical Resource Evaluation (Sacramento Register/CRHR/NRHP) 

Developed during the mid-twentieth century, 18133 East Comstock Road is a former agricultural property that historically 

produced walnuts. According to A Historical Context and Methodology for Evaluating Agricultural Properties in California: “…there 

must be a direct and important connection between the property and the area of significance, established through documentation 

and physical evidence. In addition, rarity of the resource should be considered. There are many agricultural resources in 

California that may be associated with a specific theme but not all are eligible” (Agricultural HARD Team and California 

Department of Transportation 2023: 332). Research did not identify the property significantly contributed to the agricultural 

development of San Joaquin County. The property was one of many similar agricultural properties in the county; it was not the 

first agricultural property; it did not have the highest yields of produce; nor was it the site of a technological advancement in 

walnut farming practices. Therefore, the property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR under Criteria 

A/1. 

The original owner/occupant of 18133 East Comstock Road is undetermined. Little specific information regarding Louis and 

Jeanette Barbagelta was identified as part of the current study, and research did not indicate that either individual made 

contributions within the context of local, state, or national history that would warrant inclusion of the subject property in any 

register. There is no demonstrable evidence that any other owners or occupants made notable contributions to history at the local, 

state, or national level. The property is, therefore, recommended ineligible under Criteria B/2. 

The extant historic-period buildings that comprise 18133 East Comstock Road were constructed at various dates during the mid-

twentieth century. The residence and garage are simple expressions of Ranch-style architecture expressed through their massing 

and limited detailing. However, neither building is an excellent example of the style, which is well represented throughout the 

region. Further, both buildings have been substantially altered with replacement fenestration and roofing and modern textured 

stucco siding. The utilitarian barn on the property is likewise not exemplary for its design. It does not adhere to an identifiable 

architectural style, type, period, or construction method, and its overall simplicity lacks distinction or high artistic value. Research 

through targeted searches on Ancestry.com, Newspapers.com., Internet Archive, and other online databases did not reveal the 

original architect or builder of any of residence, garage, or barn. Therefore, the subject property is recommended ineligible under 

Criterion C/3. 

The property is not likely to yield valuable information that will contribute to our understanding of human history because the 

property is not and never was the principal source of important information pertaining to subjects such as twentieth century 

agricultural properties in San Joaquin County. Therefore, the property is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and 

CRHR under Criteria D/4. 

In conclusion, 18133 East Comstock Road is recommended ineligible for listing in the NRHP and CRHR due to lack of historical 

and architectural significance and is not a historical resource as defined by CEQA Section 15064.5(a) or historic property as 

defined by 36 CFR 800.16(l)(1). 
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