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Dear Stefan Galvez-Abadia: 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received an NOP from the 
California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority), as Lead Agency, for the above-
referenced Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and 
CEQA Guidelines.1  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding 
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding those 
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve 
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code. 
 
CDFW ROLE 
 
CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those 
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, 
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. 
(a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, 
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of those species (Id., § 1802.). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public 

 
1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA 
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related 
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources. 
CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub. 
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381). CDFW expects that it may 
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As 
proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW’s lake and streambed 
alteration regulatory authority (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.). Likewise, to the extent 
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law 
of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & 
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), related authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code 
may be required. 
 
Nesting Birds: CDFW has jurisdiction over actions with potential to result in the 
disturbance or destruction of active nest sites or the unauthorized take of birds. Fish 
and Game Code sections that protect birds, their eggs and nests include, sections 3503 
(regarding unlawful take, possession or needless destruction of the nest or eggs of any 
bird), 3503.5 (regarding the take, possession or destruction of any birds-of-prey or their 
nests or eggs), and 3513 (regarding unlawful take of any migratory nongame bird). 
 
Unlisted Species: Species of plants and animals need not be officially listed as 
Endangered, Rare, or Threatened on any State or federal list pursuant to CESA and/or 
the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) to be considered Endangered, Rare, or 
Threatened under CEQA. If a species can be shown to meet the criteria specified in the 
CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, Chapter 3, § 15380), it should be fully 
considered in the environmental analysis for the Project. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 
 
Proponent: California High-Speed Rail Authority  
 
Objective: This project proposes the construction and operation of a Heavy 
Maintenance Facility (HMF) within the California Central Valley. The HMF will support 
operation and maintenance activities such as crewing, servicing, repairs, storage, and 
accommodations for staff for Phase 1 of the California High-Speed Rail system. The 
HMF includes stabling tracts for trainset parking, service platforms, vehicle maintenance 
shops, parking lots, stormwater retention ponds, fencing, access roads, and other 
structures to aid in operation and maintenance activities. Additionally, the project 
includes a solar array, with solar panels mounted on racks, and a battery energy 
storage system to produce and store energy to support the HMF.   
 
Locations: The proposed Fresno HMF location is in unincorporated Fresno County. 
The solar array and battery storage would be south of East Malaga Avenue, west of the 
High-Speed Rail (HSR) mainline, north of East American Avenue, and east of South 
Orange Avenue. The rest of the HMF would be south of East Malaga Avenue, west of 

Docusign Envelope ID: 6FED72EE-4807-8A42-8073-39628D68A85C



Stefan Galvez-Abadia 
California High-Speed Rail Authority  
September 14, 2026 
Page 3 
 
 

the HSR mainline, north of Washington Colony Canal, and east of South Ceder Avenue. 
The alternative proposed Hanford HMF is in unincorporated Kings County on the 
southwest corner of Huston Avenue and the HSR mainline, north of Idaho Avenue with 
agriculture land to the west.   
 
Timeframe: unspecified  
 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The NOP indicates that the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the Project will 
evaluate potential impacts resulting from Project activities. The EIR will identify areas of 
environmental concern where there might be a potential for site-specific significant 
impacts. Special status animal species that have been documented near the Project 
area per the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) include but are not limited 
to, the State threatened Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), the State candidate 
western burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea), the federally proposed as 
threatened and State candidate western spadefoot (Spea hammondii), and the State 
candidate Crotch’s bumble bee (Bombus crotchii). While this list may not include all 
special-status species present in the Project area, it does provide a robust source of 
information as to which species could potentially be impacted. CDFW recommends the 
EIR prepared for the Project analyze potential impacts to these species, and provide 
measurable mitigation measures that, as needed, will reduce impacts to 
 less than significant levels. More information on survey and monitoring protocols for 
sensitive species can be found at CDFW’s website 
(https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Survey-Protocols).   
 
Project activities that substantially change the bed, bank, and channel of any river, 
stream, or lake are subject to CDFW’s regulatory authority pursuant to Fish and Game 
Code section 1600 et seq. Fish and Game Code section 1602 requires an entity to 
notify CDFW prior to commencing any activity that may (a) substantially divert or 
obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream, or lake; (b) substantially change or use 
any material from the bed, bank, or channel of any river, stream, or lake (including the 
removal of riparian vegetation): (c) deposit debris, waste or other materials that could 
pass into any river, stream, or lake. “Any river, stream, or lake” includes those that are 
ephemeral or intermittent as well as those that are perennial and may include those that 
are highly modified such as canals and retention basins. CDFW is required to comply 
with CEQA in the issuance of a Lake or Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement; 
therefore, if the CEQA document approved for the Project does not adequately describe 
the Project and its impacts to lakes or streams, a subsequent CEQA analysis may be 
necessary for LSA Agreement issuance. For information on notification requirements, 
please refer to CDFW’s website (https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA) or contact 
CDFW staff in the Central Region at RRR.R4@wildlife.ca.gov.  
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CDFW also recommends a thorough analysis of the battery energy storage system 
(BESS) component of the Project in the EIR to evaluate the potential impacts of BESS 
fires on biological resources within and surrounding the Project site. CDFW 
recommends the evaluation not only assess the risk to biological resources but also 
detail the Project-specific measures that would be implemented to reduce the risk of 
fire, and to carefully consider BESS siting, battery/container spacing, battery chemistry, 
battery life and degradation, and the most appropriate fire protection/suppression 
system. 
 
CDFW is available to meet with you ahead of EIR preparation to discuss potential 
impacts and possible mitigation measures for some or all of the resources that may be 
analyzed in the EIR. If you have any questions regarding this letter or further 
coordination, please contact Rebecca Orta, Environmental Scientist, at the address 
provided on this letterhead, by telephone at (559) 341-4633, or by electronic mail at 
Rebecca.Orta@wildlife.ca.gov.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Julie A. Vance 
Regional Manager 
 
 
ec: State Clearinghouse 

Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
state.clearinghouse@lci.ca.gov 
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