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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): City of Monterey
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 580 Pacific Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

Monterey, California 93940
County Clerk

County of: Monterey (Address)
168 Alisal Street, 1st Floor

Salinas, California 93901

Project Title: -ake El Estero Aquatic Vegetation Removal

Project Applicant: City of Monterey

Project Location - Specific:
Lake El Estero; Assessor’'s Parcel Number 001-994-001

Project Location - City: Monterey Project Location - County: Monterey
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The project consists of mechanical removal of wigeon grass from Lake El Estero, an existing managed urban lake owned and maintained by the City of Monterey. Vegetation
would be removed using specialized aquatic harvesting equipment designed to cut and collect vegetation above the sediment surface without disturbing the underlying lakebed.
Harvested vegetation would be temporarily staged in designated upland areas for vegetation dry-out before being transported to an approved off-site disposal facility. The purpose
of the project is to restore and maintain safe recreational use of the lake, including paddle boat operations, improve water circulation, support operation of existing lake
infrastructure, and maintain the lake's ecological and hydraulic function. The project would benefit the City of Monterey, residents, and visitors by maintaining an existing public
recreational facility while minimizing environmental impacts through implementation of best management practices and resource protection measures.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Monterey
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City 0f Monterey

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Class 1 (Section 15301) and Class 4 (Section 15304)

Reasons why project is exempt:

The project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant to Section 15301 (Class 1, Existing Facilities) because it consists of the operation, repair,
maintenance, and minor alteration of an existing publicly owned recreational facility involving negligible or no expansion of existing use. Aquatic
vegetation removal is a routine maintenance activity intended to preserve the recreational, hydraulic, and ecological function of Lake EIl Estero without
expanding the facility or altering its capacity. The project is also exempt under Section 15304 (Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land) because the work
involves minor alterations to the condition of land and vegetation through the removal of aquatic vegetation without disturbing the lakebed or resulting in
significant adverse environmental effects. The project incorporates best management practices and avoidance measures to protect biological resources
and water quality throughout implementation.

Lead Agency .
Contact Person: K'mberly Cole Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 831-646-3759

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? = Yes No

Signature: KM% C&&p%%ate: 8/11/2026 Title: Community Development Director
/4

« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011



R I N C O N Rincon Consultants, Inc.
80 Garden Ct #240

CONSULTANTS Monterey, California 93940
831-333-0310

August 11, 2026
Project No: 26-18817

Kimberly Cole, AICP

Community Development Director
City of Monterey

580 Pacific Street

Monterey, California 93940

Via email: cole@monterey.org

Subject: CEQA Class 1 and Class 4 Categorical Exemption Determination — Lake El Estero Vegetation
Management Project

Dear Ms. Cole:

This memorandum provides an analysis to support the determination by the City of Monterey (City), as
Lead Agency, that the proposed Lake El Estero Aquatic Vegetation Removal Project (Project) is exempt
from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Sections 15301 (Existing Facilities) and
15304 (Minor Alterations to Land) of Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations.

Project Background and Purpose

Lake El Estero is a managed urban waterbody owned and operated by the City that provides recreational,
aesthetic, ecological, and stormwater management functions. The lake maintains water year-round and is
connected to Monterey Bay through pipe culverts. The City has historically conducted maintenance
activities within Lake El Estero to preserve recreational opportunities, maintain water circulation, protect
associated infrastructure, and support the continued function of the lake.

The City has observed recurring growth of aquatic vegetation, specifically widgeon grass (Ruppia maritima),
which can impede water circulation and recreational use when left unmanaged. Excessive vegetation has
interfered with paddle boat operations, reduced navigability, and limited the City’s ability to maintain this
recreational amenity. Accumulating widgeon grass also has the potential to interfere with lake
infrastructure, including pump intakes and aeration devices, and can reduce hydraulic circulation within the
lake.

The primary purpose of the Project is to remove widgeon grass from Lake El Estero to maintain and restore
recreational use of the lake, specifically to support continued paddle boat operations. Secondary objectives
include improving water circulation, maintaining ecological function, supporting recreational fishing
opportunities, and maintaining the operational functionality of existing lake infrastructure.

Project Description

The Project would involve mechanical removal of widgeon grass using an aquatic vegetation harvester,
hydro-rake, or similar equipment specifically designed to cut and collect aquatic vegetation at or above the
sediment surface while avoiding disturbance of underlying sediments. Vegetation removal may occur
throughout the lake where widgeon grass is present; however, emergent wetland vegetation and other
sensitive habitats located along the lake margins would be avoided.

Harvested vegetation would be collected and transported to designated upland staging areas for temporary
vegetation dry-out prior to offsite disposal. Access to the Project area would occur via existing park trails
and access points. Staging areas would be located within existing paved parking areas or previously
disturbed upland areas. No new permanent access routes, structures, dredging, excavation, grading, or
lakebed disturbance would occur.
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The Project would incorporate best management practices (BMPs) and resource protection measures to
protect water quality and biological resources. These measures include avoidance of sensitive habitats,
standard pre-construction biological surveys as necessary, visual water quality monitoring, spill prevention
measures, vegetation containment during dry-out, and proper disposal of harvested vegetation.

Exemption Analysis

Suitability of Use of Categorical Exemption

The Project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption under CEQA. Public Resources Code Section 21084
requires the CEQA Guidelines to identify classes of projects that have been determined not to have a
significant effect on the environment and are therefore exempt from CEQA. Class 1 (Existing Facilities) and
Class 4 (Minor Alterations to Land) apply to the Project, with Class 1 serving as the primary basis for
exemption and Class 4 providing additional support for vegetation management activities.

Section 15301 - Existing Facilities

Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of
existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features involving
negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. Lake El Estero is an existing public recreational and
water management facility that has historically been managed and maintained by the City through periodic
vegetation management, infrastructure maintenance, trash removal, water level management, and other
routine maintenance activities

The proposed Project consists of continued maintenance of this existing public facility through the removal
of accumulated widgeon grass that is impairing recreational use, water circulation, and operational
functionality. The Project would utilize aquatic vegetation harvesting equipment designed to remove
vegetation without disturbing the underlying lakebed. Access and staging would occur entirely within
existing developed or previously disturbed areas. No new facilities, expansion of recreational capacity,
modification of lake operations, or expansion of use are proposed.

Accordingly, the Project constitutes maintenance of an existing public facility involving negligible or no
expansion of existing use and is consistent with the provisions of CEQA Guidelines Section 15301.

Section 15304 — Minor Alterations to Land

Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation that
do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes.

The Project involves mechanical removal of aquatic vegetation within an existing managed waterbody.
Vegetation removal activities would be limited to widgeon grass and would avoid emergent wetland
vegetation and other sensitive habitats located along the lake margins. Equipment would cut and collect
vegetation above the sediment surface and would not disturb underlying sediments or result in dredging,
filling, grading, excavation, or other substantial modifications to the lakebed.

The Project would not involve the removal of trees, modification of shoreline features, or permanent
alteration of landforms. Activities are limited to the removal and management of aquatic vegetation
necessary to maintain the function of the existing lake. Because the Project consists of minor alterations
to vegetation and water conditions within an existing managed facility and would not result in substantial
alteration of landforms or aquatic resources, the Project is consistent with the provisions of CEQA
Guidelines Section 15304.
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Discussion of CEQA Guidelines 15300.2 Exceptions

The use of a Categorical Exemption is limited by the exceptions listed in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2,
which indicate that projects determined to be categorically exempt from CEQA cannot:

1. Impact an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies if a Class 3, 4, 5,
6, or 11 Categorical Exemption is used;

Result in a significant cumulative impact;
Result in a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances;

Result in damage to scenic resources within a designated state scenic highway;

o M DN

Be located on a hazardous waste site included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5
of the California Government Code; or

6. Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

Although the Project occurs within an existing managed waterbody that supports aquatic resources, the
Project would avoid emergent wetland vegetation and other sensitive habitats, would not disturb sediments
or the lakebed, and would incorporate BMPs and resource protection measures developed in coordination
with the California Department of Fish and Wildlife via issuance of a Lake or Streambed Alteration
Agreement. The Project site is not within the coastal zone, does not overlap federally designated critical
habitat, and is not located within another designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted area of
hazardous or critical environmental concern. Vegetation removal would be conducted using methods
specifically designed to minimize turbidity and avoid disturbance to underlying sediments. Therefore, the
Project would not result in significant adverse impacts to sensitive environmental resources or impact an
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern (Exception #1).

The Project consists of periodic maintenance activities within an existing managed recreational facility.
The Project would not increase development intensity, expand recreational capacity, induce growth, or alter
land uses. The Project is intended to maintain existing conditions and functionality within Lake El Estero
and would be consistent with the City’s historic maintenance and management of the lake. Because the
Project would not expand the type, location, or intensity of maintenance activities, and would not combine
with other known or reasonably foreseeable activities to create an additive environmental effect, the Project
would not result in a significant cumulative impact (Exception #2).

The Project incorporates BMPs, biological resource protection measures, spill prevention measures, water
quality protection measures, and vegetation containment measures. The Project does not involve dredging,
filling, grading, excavation, or lakebed disturbance. The Project is consistent with ongoing maintenance
activities historically conducted by the City within Lake El Estero and does not represent a new or unusual
activity. In addition, the Project would occur within an existing, actively managed urban lake and
recreational facility, and the environmental setting itself does not present unusual circumstances.
Therefore, there are no unusual circumstances that would create a reasonable possibility of a significant
effect on the environment (Exception #3).

The Project is not located within or visible from a designated State Scenic Highway. Therefore, the Project
would not damage scenic resources within a designated State Scenic Highway corridor (Exception #4).

A review of the California State Water Resources Control Board GeoTracker database and California
Department of Toxic Substances Control EnviroStor database was conducted, and the Project site is not
listed as a hazardous waste site pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 (Exception #5).

The Project consists of aquatic vegetation removal within an existing managed lake and would not alter,
remove, or otherwise affect any known historical resources. The Project would not involve ground
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disturbance, excavation, grading, lakebed disturbance that could expose or affect buried cultural resources,
nor would it result in modification of any buildings, structures, or other elements of the built environment.
Therefore, the Project would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource (Exception #6).

Determination

Based on this analysis, the proposed Lake El Estero Aquatic Vegetation Removal Project meets the
qualifications of the Class 1 (Section 15301 — Existing Facilities) and Class 4 (Section 15304 — Minor
Alterations to Land) categorical exemptions and is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Article
19.

The Project represents a continuation of the City’s long-standing maintenance and management of Lake El
Estero, consistent with maintenance activities previously evaluated under the 2017 City of Monterey
Detention Basin Management Project IS-"MND. The Project would maintain the recreational, operational,
and ecological functions of an existing public facility and would not result in expansion of existing use or
significant environmental effects.

Sincerely,
Rincon Consultants, Inc.

Lot Hos W

Brandt Bates Alex Hunt
Senior Environmental Planner Principal
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