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Notice of Preparation 
Draft Environmental Impact Report 

For the 3240 Scott Boulevard Residential Project 
 
DATE:  August 14, 2026 
 
TO: State Clearinghouse, Santa Clara County Clerk, Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, 

and Other Interested Agencies; Interested Parties and Organizations 
 
SUBJECT: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the 3240 Scott 

Boulevard Residential Project and Notice of Public Scoping Meeting 
 
LEAD AGENCY: City of Santa Clara 
  Community Development Department, Planning Division 
  1500 Warburton Avenue 

Santa Clara, California 95050 
 
CONTACT: Steve Le, Senior Planner 
  1500 Warburton Avenue 

Santa Clara, California 95050 
  SLe@santaclaraca.gov 
  Phone: 408-615-2468 
 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the City of Santa Clara (lead agency) will prepare a Draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed 3240 Scott Boulevard Residential project. This Notice of 
Preparation (NOP) is being distributed to applicable responsible agencies, trustee agencies, and 
interested parties as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and in accordance 
with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15082. The purpose of a NOP is to provide sufficient information 
about the project to allow agencies and interested parties the opportunity to provide a meaningful 
response related to the scope and content of the EIR, including mitigation measures that should be 
considered and alternatives that should be addressed. Interested agencies are requested to comment 
on the project’s scope and on the content of the descriptions of the significant environmental issues and 
reasonable alternatives and mitigation measures to be explored in the Draft EIR that are related to the 
responsible or trustee agency’s area of statutory responsibility. The project location and description are 
summarized below. 
 
A 30-DAY NOP REVIEW PERIOD: The City solicits comments regarding the scope and content of the 
Draft EIR from all interested parties requesting notice, responsible agencies, agencies with jurisdiction 
by law, trustee agencies, and involved agencies. In accordance with the time limits established by CEQA, 
the NOP public review period will begin on August 14, 2026, and end on September 14, 2026.  
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Please send your written/typed comments (including name, telephone number, and contact 
information) by 5:00 p.m. on September 14, 2026 to: 
 
Email:  SLe@SantaClaraCA.gov   
 
OR 
 
Mail: City of Santa Clara – Community Development Department  

Attn: Steve Le, Senior Planner 
 1500 Warburton Avenue 
 Santa Clara, California 95050 
 
PUBLIC SCOPING MEETING: The City will hold a hybrid Scoping Meeting to: 1) inform the public and 
interested agencies about the proposed project; and 2) solicit public comment on the scope of the 
environmental issues to be addressed in the Draft EIR as well as the range of practicable alternatives to 
be evaluated. The date, time and place of the meeting are as follows: 
 

August 27, 2026 
6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Zoom Webinar 
https://santaclaraca.zoom.us/j/85996943368 Webinar ID: 859 964 3368 

 
PROJECT RELATED DOCUMENTS: Project related documents, including this NOP, can be found on the 
project webpage:  
 
https://www.santaclaraca.gov/Home/Components/BusinessDirectory/BusinessDirectory/696/2495?npa
ge=3  
 
PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is located in the City of Santa Clara. The City of Santa Clara is in 
northwest Santa Clara County, in an area commonly referred to as the South Bay or Silicon Valley. The 
City of Santa Clara is surrounded by the City of Sunnyvale to the west, City of San José to the south and 
east, and San Francisco Bay to the north. Regional access to the City of Santa Clara is via Interstate 280 
to the south and US Highway 101 to the north. The approximately three-acre project site is site is 
located on the southern boundary of the Scott Boulevard/Octavius Drive intersection at 3240 Scott 
Boulevard in the City of Santa Clara. Surrounding land uses include residential uses to the north and 
east, and light industrial uses to the west and south. The project location is shown in Figure 1. 
 
PROJECT BACKGROUND: The project site is currently developed with a single-story, 45,171 square foot 
office building and associated surface parking areas. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project would demolish the existing office building to construct an eight-
story, 225-unit, multi-family residential development. The eight-story residential building would reach a 
maximum height of 95 feet and would have a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of 2.61. Of the 225 units, 34 units 
(or approximately 15 percent) would be provided at various levels of affordability.1 In addition to the 
residential units, the project would include an eight-story parking tower, pedestrian trail, two ground 
level courtyards, rooftop deck, clubhouse, pool, and gym. The project also includes site access, utility, 
and right-of-way improvements. Since residential uses are not permitted under the current General Plan 
and zoning designation for the site, the project would require a General Plan Amendment from Low 
Intensity Office/R&D to Very High Density Residential, and a rezone from Light Industrial (LI) to Very 
High Density Residential (R-5).    

Under the High Density Residential General Plan designation, residential development is allowed at 
densities ranging from 50 to 99 units per acre. The proposed project would redevelop the site with a 
proposed density of approximately 75.2 units per acre. The project applicant requests a density bonus 
waiver under Government Code Section 65916 (State Density Bonus Law) for the 20-foot rear setback 
requirement under Santa Clara Municipal Code Section 18.10.020. The waiver request is to reduce the 
setback to 10 feet. 

The proposed site plan and conceptual elevations are shown below on Figures 2 and 3, respectively. 

1 This affordability percentage assumes that the building would provide residential units for rent and that 15 
percent of those units would be reserved for residents with less than 80 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI) 
for Santa Clara County. If the residential units end up being for sale instead of for rent, then the project would 
reserve 23 units (or 10 percent of the total number of units) for residents with less than 120 percent of the AMI for 
Santa Clara County. 



Source: AO, January 27, 2026.
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POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS: The Draft EIR will evaluate potential environmental impacts of 
the project. The Draft EIR will also propose mitigation to avoid and/or reduce impacts deemed 
potentially significant, identify reasonable alternatives, and compare the environmental impacts of the 
alternatives to the project’s impacts.  
 
In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(a), the Draft EIR will evaluate potentially 
significant environmental effects related to the following environmental resources: 
 
Aesthetics: The Draft EIR will analyze if the project would result in potential impacts related to: scenic 
vistas and resources, conflicts with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality, 
and/or adverse day or nighttime views due to substantial light or glare. 
 
Air Quality: The Draft EIR will address the project’s impacts on local and regional air quality in 
accordance with CEQA and Bay Area Air District (Air District) guidelines and thresholds.  
 
Biological Resources: The project area is developed and generally does not provide suitable habitat for 
special-status species. The Draft EIR will discuss impacts to special status species (including migratory 
birds), sensitive habitats, and movement of wildlife species. The Draft EIR will also discuss any conflicts 
the project may have with local policies and ordinances protecting biological resources (such as  the 
City’s Tree Preservation Ordinance).  
 
Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources: The Draft EIR will include a discussion of potential impacts to 
cultural, tribal cultural, and archaeological resources that could result from implementation of the 
project. In addition, the Draft EIR will outline the projects compliance with Assembly Bill 52 and Senate 
Bill 18 requirements regarding consultation with Native American tribal representatives. 
 
Energy: The Draft EIR will examine whether energy use by the project would be wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary, or would conflict with an applicable plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency. 
 
Geology and Soils: The Draft EIR will analyze potential geological and seismic impacts from project 
construction and operation. 
 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions: The Draft EIR will quantify greenhouse gas emissions associated with the 
project and evaluate whether those emissions would have a significant impact on the environment or 
conflict with greenhouse gas emissions reduction goals and plans. 
 
Hazards and Hazardous Emissions: The Draft EIR will analyze the potential for hazardous materials 
contamination on and adjacent to the project site. The analysis will focus on the potential for these 
materials to be released during construction of the project. The Draft EIR will also discuss whether 
surrounding industrial uses may present risks to future residents on-site. The Draft EIR will also discuss 
the project’s consistency with applicable airport land use plans and adopted emergency 
response/evacuation plans, and whether the project would be at risk of wildland fires. 
 
Hydrology and Water Quality: The Draft EIR will analyze the potential water quality impacts of 
development on-site. The Draft EIR will also address impacts related to groundwater supplies, special 
flood hazard zones, and inundation, if any. 
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Land Use and Planning: The Draft EIR will analyze whether the project would divide an established 
community or conflict with relevant land use plans, policies, and regulations such that environmental 
impacts would result.  
 
Noise and Vibration: The Draft EIR will analyze short-term impacts due to potential construction noise 
on sensitive residential receptors in the vicinity and long-term noise exposure from the project’s 
operational noise sources. The Draft EIR will also discuss the compatibility of the site for residential uses 
and consistency with any applicable airport land use plans.  
 
Population and Housing: The Draft EIR will analyze the potential for the project to displace substantial 
numbers of existing people or housing, and whether implementation of the project would lead to 
substantial unplanned population growth. 
 
Public Services: Implementation of the project could increase the demand for public services, including 
fire, police protection, parks, and libraries. The Draft EIR will address the availability of public facilities 
and determine if implementation of the project would require the construction of new or expanded 
public facilities. 
 
Recreation: The Draft EIR will analyze potential impacts to parks and recreational facilities resulting from 
the population growth that would be generated by the project. 
 
Transportation: The Draft EIR will discuss any project conflicts with circulation system programs, plans, 
ordinances, or policies, and the project’s impact on vehicle miles traveled. The Draft EIR will also discuss 
whether the project would result in a substantial increase in hazards or inadequate emergency access. 
The analysis will be based on a Transportation Analysis (TA) which will be prepared to analyze the 
project’s transportation impacts, including potential impacts on pedestrian, bicycle, and transit services.  
 
Utilities and Service Systems: The Draft EIR will evaluate project impacts on existing utilities and service 
systems, such as water and sanitary sewer services, and solid waste disposal. 
 
Other Required Analyses: Although no significant impacts are anticipated for these environmental 
resources, the Draft EIR would also include a discussion regarding the following environmental 
resources: 

• Agriculture and Forestry Resources 
• Mineral Resources 
• Wildfire 

The Draft EIR will also discuss the cumulative impacts of the project in combination with other past, 
present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future projects in the vicinity. The Draft EIR will address 
alternatives to the project that would reduce or avoid identified significant impacts, if any. In 
conformance with the CEQA Guidelines, the Draft EIR will include consistency with local and regional 
plans and policies, growth inducing impacts, significant irreversible changes, references, and 
organizations/persons consulted, and Draft EIR authors. 
 
 
 
 


