Notice of Exemption

To: Office of Planning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

From: Caltrans District 2
1657 Riverside Drive
Redding, CA 96001

Project Title: Caltrans Encroachment Permit 02-25-N-MC-0513 for the Yurok Tribe'’s

Stream Gage Installation Project at the Weaver Creek Bridge

Project Applicant: Yurok Tribe

Project Location - Specific: Weaver Creek Bridge on State Route 299 in Trinity County
at post mile 56.53

Project Location - City: near Douglas City and Weaverville

Project Location - County:_Trinity

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The Yurok Tribe has secured funding from the California Department of Water
Resources (DWR) for the installation and operation of a surface water gage within the
California Department of Transportation’s (Caltrans) right of way along State Route 299
in Trinity County at post mile 56.53 (Weaver Creek bridge) to monitor flow and
temperature in Weaver Creek.

The gage would consist of sensors, staff gage, data loggers, power supply, telemetry
systems, solar panel accessories, pole mount, antenna, and weatherproof housing as
well as hardware needed for proper and secure installation per manufacturer
specifications and industry standards. This includes conduit and flex conduit.
Components mounted to the Weaver Creek bridge would include two staff plates, a
water level sensor, and conduit/flex conduit. Staff plates would be installed on two
bridge piers. A water level sensor would be installed on the underside of the bridge.
Conduit/flex conduit would be attached to the exterior of the bridge and would connect
the water level sensor to a solar panel, which would be mounted away from the bridge
to optimize solar exposure.

Operation includes calibration, initial and subsequent flow measurements, other
equipment testing, and maintenance needed to successfully establish and operate a
gage that is able to transmit data to the CDEC online data portal. Construction is
expected to take 3 to 5 days. The gage would be installed by the end of September
2026 in order to meet the DWR grant deadline that funds construction. The data
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collection end date of October 2031 reflects the ongoing annual flow measurements
over about a 5-year period. The site location, a Caltrans bridge over Weaver Creek on
State Route 299 in Trinity County at post mile 56.53, was selected by the Yurok Tribe
because it enables monitoring downstream of a key tribal restoration project and several
other restoration projects led by tribal partners. It also has easy access from Union Hill
Road. Caltrans will issue an encroachment permit (02-25-N-MC-0513) for the proposed
work.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Caltrans (for issuance of encroachment

permit)
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Yurok Tribe

Exempt Status (check one):
[J Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
[] Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
[J Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Information Collection
(Section 15306)
[] Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The California Department of Transportation has determined that the project is
categorically exempt in accordance with Section 15306 (Information Collection) Class 6.
Class 6 consists of basic data collection, research, experimental management, and
resource evaluation activities which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an
environmental resource. These may be strictly for information gathering purposes, or as
part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet approved,
adopted, or funded. The project would not have a significant effect on the environment.

Lead Agency Contact Person: David DeMar Phone number: (530) 759-3406

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?

- w
,/"“ /
Signature: [ M/ Date: ¥'29% Title: Branch Chief

Signed by Lead Agency [1 Signed by Applicant
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Date Received for filing at OPR:

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
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