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September 9, 2026 

 
 

Roger Rath, Associate Planner 
City of West Hollywood, Planning Division 
8300 Santa Monica Boulevard 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
 

RE: Gindi Maimonides Academy Campus 
             SCH # 2026080267 
             Vic. LA-10/PM 10.621 
             GTS # LA-2026-05121-NOP 
 
Dear Roger Rath:  
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the above-referenced NOP.  The proposed project 
would result in the demolition of all existing uses totaling approximately 16,000 square 
feet of building demolition and approximately 45,000 square feet of surface parking and 
outdoor recreational area removals.  A new “Lower School” building would replace the 
existing uses on the Lower School Parcel.  The new Lower School building would consist 
of approximately 41,000 square feet of above ground enclosed space across three 
levels.   
 
As part of the project, maximum enrollment would be increased by 146 students, for a 
new total of 466 students.  At the Gymnasium Parcel, a two-level gymnasium building 
consisting of approximately 12,000 above-ground enclosed square feet would be 
constructed.  Both the Lower School building and the Gymnasium building would be 
constructed over single-level subterranean parking garages, providing a total of 
approximately 88 parking spaces. 
 
The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe and reliable transportation network that 
serves all people and respects the environment.  Senate Bill 743 (2013) has codified into 
CEQA law and mandated that CEQA review of transportation impacts of proposed 
development be modified by using Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the primary metric 
in identifying transportation impacts for all future development projects.  You may 
reference the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI) for more 
information: 
 

http://www.dot.ca.gov/
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https://lci.ca.gov/ceqa/#guidelines-updates 
 
As a reminder, VMT is the standard transportation analysis metric in CEQA for land use 
projects after July 1, 2020, which is the statewide implementation date.   
 
Also, Caltrans has published the VMT-focused Transportation Impact Study Guide (TISG), 
dated May 20, 2020 and the Local Development Review (LDR) Safety Review 
Practitioner’s Guidance, prepared in February 2024.  For your review, please consider 
the SB 743 Implementation Resource at the following link when preparing the 
environmental document: 
 
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/sustainability/sb-743/resources 
 
In accordance with Senate Bill (SB) 743 and the California Office of Planning and 
Research (OPR) guidelines, the environmental analysis must evaluate the project’s 
transportation impacts using Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the primary metric.  The 
DEIR should analyze VMT for both the construction and operational phases, including 
employee commutes, vendor trips, and operational deliveries.  If the VMT analysis 
reveals a significant impact, the DEIR must identify feasible mitigation measures, such as 
implementing Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies or supporting 
regional transit infrastructure. 
 
Caltrans is concerned about how construction traffic, heavy equipment, haul trucks, 
and worker vehicles may affect SR-02 and local streets.  The DEIR should require a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) detailing haul routes, peak hour 
restrictions, traffic control devices, and coordination with Caltrans District 7 when 
needed. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Alan Lin, the project 
coordinator at (213) 269-1124 and refer to GTS # LA-2026-05121-NOP. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
FRANCES DUONG 
LDR Branch Chief 
 
 
Cc: State Clearinghouse 
  

https://lci.ca.gov/ceqa/#guidelines-updates
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/sustainability/sb-743/resources

