
 

“Improving lives and communities through transportation.” 

 
DISTRICT 12 
1750 East 4th Street, Suite 100  |  SANTA ANA, CA 92705 
(657) 328-6000 |  FAX (657) 328-6522  TTY 711 
https://dot.ca.gov/caltrans-near-me/district-12  

 
 
September 8, 2026 
 
 
Mr. Scott Koehm      File: LDR/CEQA 
Principal Planner      SCH: 2026080205  
City of Anaheim     12-ORA-2026-03214 
200 S. Anaheim Blvd, Suite 162   SR-91, PM: R13.547R 
Anaheim, CA. 92805     
        
 
Dear Mr. Koehm,     
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
review of the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft EIR for the Deer Creek Preserve 
– SALT Anaheim Project. The Project Site is approximately 76.01 acres, located 
generally along E. Santa Ana Canyon Road, between Festival Drive and Eucalyptus 
Drive in Anaheim, California. The Project consists of a residential development of up 
to 359 units comprising of up to 299 single-family detached units and up to 60 units 
of Affordable Senior Citizen Housing Development (consisting of 59 deed-restricted 
lower-income senior units and one manager’s unit), along with related roadway, 
utility, and other improvements to serve the proposed residential uses. The 
affordable multifamily component would be restricted to qualifying senior 
households pursuant to applicable state law and implemented through the final 
affordability covenant, management, lease, and occupancy-control structure. Of 
the total units, up to 16.4% (59 units) are designated for lower-income households. 
The Project may include a potential (optional) recreation amenity center for the 
single-family residences on a lot that is up to 45,492 sq. ft. If the recreation amenity 
center is not built, passive open space shall take its place on the lot; in addition, the 
Project would incorporate passive amenity open spaces, gated entries, a 
guardhouse, monument signs, a water quality basin, and retaining walls. For a 
conservative, worst-case scenario analysis under CEQA, the Project’s analysis 
includes construction of the potential recreation amenity center. The Project 
application seeks approval of a Tentative Tract Map, Conditional Use Permit, and 
Specimen Tree Removal Permit. The Project Application was submitted as a Builder’s 
Remedy Housing Development Project pursuant to Government Code Section 
65589.5 and the Housing Accountability Act. Per Government Code Section 
65589.5(f)(6)(D)(i), the Project is not required to apply for, or receive approval of, a 
general plan amendment, specific plan amendment, rezoning, or other legislative 
approval. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Project remains subject to full 
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environmental review under CEQA, including the identification and mitigation of all 
significant environmental effects. 
 
The Project is located along the south side of E. Santa Ana Canyon Road, generally 
between Eucalyptus Drive to the west and Festival Drive to the east, in the City of 
Anaheim. The project can be accessed regionally by State Route (SR) 91 which is 
located directly north of the project site. 
 
State Route 91 is owned and operated by Caltrans. Therefore, Caltrans is a 
commenting agency on this project, and has the following comments: 
  

 
1. Caltrans recognizes there is a strong link between transportation and land 

use.  Development can have a significant impact on traffic and congestion 
on State transportation facilities.  In particular, the pattern of land use can 
affect both local vehicle miles traveled and the number of trips.  Caltrans 
supports collaboration with local agencies to work towards a safe, functional, 
interconnected, multi-modal transportation network integrated through 
applicable “smart growth” type land use planning and policies.  Additionally, 
Caltrans supports the City’s progress in meeting its Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) allocation, and we encourage the City to promote the 
development of housing units for a variety of income levels.  

 
2. Caltrans encourages the design of Complete Streets that include high-quality 

pedestrian, bicycle, and transit facilities that are safe and comfortable for 
users of all ages and abilities. Improvements may include providing secure 
bicycle parking, pedestrian-oriented LED lighting, wayfinding signage, and 
comfortable connections to nearby active transportation and/or transit 
facilities. Complete Streets improvements also promote regional connectivity, 
improve air quality, reduce congestion, promote improved first-/last-mile 
connections, and increase safety for all modes of transportation. Continue to 
incorporate Complete Streets in project development.  
 

3. The project is adjacent to an existing Class II Bike Lane on E Santa Ana 
Canyon Rd and a proposed Class I Bike Path through the southern section of 
Deer Canyon Park, as identified in the Anaheim Bicycle Master Plan. Please 
consider providing a bicycle facility on Deer Canyon Rd to promote a 
connected bicycle network. 
 

4. Please encourage the use of transit among future residents, visitors, and 
workers of any developments.  Increasing multimodal transportation will lead 
to a reduction to congestion, Vehicle Miles Traveled and improve air quality.   
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5. Provide adequate wayfinding signage and related amenities for transit stops 
within proposed developments.   

 
6. During any construction, please ensure that appropriate detours and safety 

measures are in place that prioritize the mobility, access, and safety of 
bicyclists, pedestrians, and transit users.  
 

7. Please ensure that existing and proposed on/off ramps, driveways, and 
intersections are designed to accommodate potential truck turning radii and 
queuing, especially during demolition and construction phases. Evaluate 
whether ramp signal timing and intersection clearance intervals are sufficient 
for trucks to safely enter and exit the site without impeding traffic or creating 
safety hazards for other modes (pedestrians, cyclists, transit users). 

 
8. Given the proximity to residential neighborhoods and the presence of 

sensitive receptors (e.g., schools, parks), assess and mitigate any potential 
conflict points between trucks (during demolition/construction) and non-
motorized users. Consider enhanced signage, lighting, and separation where 
feasible.  

 
9. Ensure that internal site circulation allows for safe and efficient movement of 

delivery vehicles, emergency vehicles, and moving trucks. Driveways and 
internal roads should be wide enough for truck turning movements, and 
loading/unloading areas should be clearly marked and well-lit. Freight 
Deliveries and Last-Mile Logistics. 

 
10.  Consider incorporating a dedicated, accessible, and safe loading zone for 

delivery vehicles that does not block pedestrian paths, bicycle lanes, or 
vehicular traffic. Encourage the use of shared package drop-off points (e.g., 
Amazon lockers) to reduce the number of individual delivery stops and 
associated vehicle miles traveled (VMT). 

 
11. To minimize congestion and conflicts, recommend that the HOA or property 

manager coordinate with delivery services to schedule deliveries outside of 
peak traffic hours where possible.  

 
12. During demolition and construction, provide designated, well-lit, and secure 

on-site truck parking and staging areas for construction vehicles and delivery 
trucks. This will help prevent unauthorized or unsafe parking on nearby streets 
or in residential neighborhoods, which can create safety and quality-of-life 
issues.  

 
13. While the project is primarily residential, consider whether there is a need for 

short-term parking or staging for moving trucks and service vehicles. On-site 
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parking should include adequate facilities (restrooms, lighting, trash, drinking 
water) for drivers, especially during construction. Environmental and 
Community Considerations  

 
14. In alignment with Executive Order N-79-20 and Caltrans’ sustainability goals, 

encourage the installation of zero- or near-zero-emission infrastructure (e.g., 
EV charging stations for delivery vehicles and moving trucks).  
 

15. All intersection improvements and signalization near SR-91 should be 
reviewed and approved by Caltrans to ensure compatibility with freeway 
operations and safety standards.  
 

16. The Traffic Impact Analysis must include freeway ramp operations, queuing 
analysis, and spillback potential. It should also address emergency 
evacuation scenarios and propose mitigation for any adverse impacts. 
Please provide the TIA findings (once available) for review. Address any 
traffic impact to the ramp intersection at S Weir Canyon Rd/SR-91 and at 
Imperial Hwy/SR-91. All intersection capacity analysis shall be conducted by 
HCM methodology.  
 

17. Develop a comprehensive traffic control and management plan, addressing 
any potential impacts to SR-91. Coordinate closely with Caltrans and City of 
Anaheim for all traffic control measures near SR-91 or within Caltrans R/W. 
Schedule construction activities to minimize peak hour impacts and ensure 
safe, efficient operations for both local streets and the freeway. Provide clear 
signage, detour routes, and advance notification to the public. 
 

18.  Any work performed within Caltrans right-of-way (R/W) will require 
discretionary review and approval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit 
will be required for any work within the Caltrans R/W prior to construction. 
Prior to submitting to Caltrans Permit’s branch, applicant should fill out 
Applicant’s Checklist to Determine Applicable Review Process (QMAP List) 
Form TR-0416 to determine if project oversight/coordination with Caltrans 
Project Manager is needed. If coordination is not required, please submit an 
encroachment permit application package (EPAP) through the Caltrans 
Encroachment Permit System (CEPS - https://ceps.dot.ca.gov/). EPAP should 
include application, PE signed and stamped site-specific traffic control plan, 
insurance, letter of authorizations as needed, and any other relevant 
documents. EPAP should be submitted as early as possible to avoid any 
delays.  
 

19. Project plans and traffic control plans must be stamped and signed by a 
licensed engineer. For all plans, including traffic control plans, Caltrans R/W 
lines should be clearly labeled, which includes existing and proposed (if there 
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are any changes to Caltrans R/W), the north arrow, the edge of pavement, 
and edge of the sidewalk, if applicable. When submitting the application, 
please include final Environmental Clearance Documentation, relevant 
design details including design exception approvals and construction and 
drainage plans, traffic control plans, traffic management plan and traffic 
impact study if proposed traffic delay of 30 minutes above normal recurring 
traffic delay is anticipated, any Caltrans R/W certifications if needed, 
maintenance agreement as needed, shoring plans for any excavation 5-feet 
or more, ADA certification, and any letter of authorizations. 

 
 
Caltrans’ mission is to improve lives and communities through transportation. Please 
continue to coordinate with Caltrans for any future developments that could 
potentially impact State transportation facilities. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to contact Julie Lugaro at Julie.lugaro@dot.ca.gov.  
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Scott Shelley 
Branch Chief,  
Local Development Review / Climate Resiliency 
Caltrans, District 12 


