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Notice of Preparation
Date: August 6, 2026
To: Elected Officials, Reviewing Agencies, Interested Parties, and Organizations

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the
Eastern Sierra and Inland Deserts Region Master Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement

Notice is hereby given that the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) will
hold a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) scoping meeting to receive public
input on the content and scope of a Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) that
will be prepared to assess the potential environmental effects of a proposed project,
Fish and Game Code §1602 Lake and Streambed Alteration requirements for
implementation of a Master Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (Project). We
need to know the views of your agency, and interested stakeholders, as to the scope
and content of the environmental information which is germane to your agency's
statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed Project. The scoping meeting
will include a brief presentation about the proposed Project followed by public comment.

The project description, location, and the potential environmental effects are described
below. A copy of the Initial Study (L1 is X is not) attached.

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest
possible date but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice.

Please send your response to Caltrans at the address or email shown below. We will
need the name for a contact person in your agency.

Project Title

Eastern Sierra and Inland Deserts Region Master Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement

Project Applicant (if any)
California Department of Transportation

Project Description

Caltrans is seeking to obtain a Master Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement
(Master Agreement) from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) under
Section 1600 et seq. of the California Department of Fish and Game Code (Cal. FGC)
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for maintenance, repair, and new construction activities on Caltrans-managed facilities
within CDFW Region 6, Eastern Sierra and Inland Deserts Region.

The proposed Master Agreement would implement an approval process for activities
within CDFW Region 6 for a period of 30 years. The objectives of the Project are to
streamline the environmental review and agreement process, ensure the protection of
fish and wildlife resources on a consistent and coordinated basis, establish reasonable
mitigation strategies, and strengthen interagency coordination for activities within CDFW
Region 6.

Project Location

Caltrans-managed facilities within CDFW Region 6, which serves Imperial, Inyo, Mono,
Riverside, and San Bernardino counties. See Attachment 1 — Project Location and
Vicinity Map.

Probable Environmental Effects of the Project

The PEIR will evaluate potential environmental impacts of the Project. Caltrans has
identified the following topics for environmental review to identify potential impacts
including aesthetics, agriculture/forestry resources, air quality, biological resources,
cultural resources, energy, geology/soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and
hazardous materials, hydrology/water quality, land use/planning mineral resources,
noise, population/housing, public services, recreation, transportation, tribal cultural
resources, utilities/service systems, and wildfire. Measures to mitigate potential
significant impacts will be identified and evaluated in the PEIR.

Cortese Sites

The proposed work involves sites on a list enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the
Government Code pertaining to hazardous wastes.

Public Scoping Meeting

Caltrans will conduct a virtual scoping meeting on Thursday, August 20, 2026, from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. to provide Project information and seek public and agency input into
the scope of the environmental review. The scoping meeting will include a presentation
of the Project scope to be addressed in the PEIR, a summary of the PEIR process, and
the opportunity to ask clarifying questions regarding the scope and content of the PEIR.

The virtual public scoping meeting will be held online on Webex. Register to participate
at https://unigode.io/PEIRscoping (case sensitive) or participate via telephone number
(408) 418-9388, Access Code: 2497 919 2330, Password: 8888 6769.
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Contact Information

Name: Hannah Beard, Caltrans District 8

Address: 464 West 4t Street, MS 820 San Bernardino, CA 92401
Phone Number: (909) 472-5756

Email: CTProgramEIR@dot.ca.qgov

Signature: H njr El

Title: Caltrans District 8, Branch Chief, Environmental Studies “D”

Attachment 1 — Project Location and Vicinity Map

Reference: California Code of Regulations, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Sections
15082(a), 15103, 15375.
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Project Location and Vicinity Map
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