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. Sonoma County proposes to carry out the following project. Pursuant to Section 23A-11 of the Sonoma 
County Code, it has been determined that this project is categorically ekempt from the requirements of 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA): 

Project Title: Fay Creek Culvert Debris Removal 
Lead Agency/ County Agency of Filing: Sonoma County 
Project Proponent (Applicant): Sonoma County Public Infrastructure 
Applicant Address: 400 Aviation Blvd, Suite 100, Santa Rosa, CA 95403 
Project Location: Salmon Creek Road crossing of Fay Creek near Fitzpatrick Lane (38.35869, -123.00108) 
Date of Approval: June 12, 2026 
Exemption Filed With: Sonoma County Clerk 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: 

In January 2023, a major storm caused failure of an approximately 15-foot-diameter culvert carrying Fay Creek 
beneath Salmon Creek Road. The culvert failure resulted in collapse of the roadway and deposited portions of 

. the failed culvert, roa_dway material and associated debris within the channel. In response to the emergency, 
Sonoma County installed a temporary one-lane Bailey bridge over Fay Creek to restore the roadway. Portions 
ofthe failed culvert and associated roadway debris remain in the channel and currently obstruct low-flow 
surface-water continuity and upstream and downstream passage by fish and other aquatic organisms . 

.~onoma County Public Infrastructure proposes to remove the failed culvert and associated debris from an 
• approximately SO-foot-wide by 100-foot-long area of Fay c;reek. Debris.to be removed includes the 50' long 
cu!vert, concrete sandbags, asphalt, and other woody debris accumulating in this area obstructing fish 
passage. A concrete abutment from a previous bridge at this location may also be removed if unstable during 
debris removal. Debris will be removed by hand and equipment. Dewatering and fish relocation will be 
planned and performed by CDFW. Equipment staging will occur on Salmon Creek Road. Temporary equipment 

. ·access will be constructed immediately adjacent to the temporary Bailey bridge to allow an excavator to enter 
the work area. Construction of the temporary access may require limited vegetation removal and grading of 
the creek bank and will be confined to the minimum area necessary for safe equipment access and operation. 
Heavy equipment will not enter the wetted channel, and no trees will be removed. Upon completion of debris 
removal, the temporary access area will be regarded to match adjacent topography, and will be stabilized 

..using native seed, biodegradable erosion-control fabric, fiber rolls, or similar measures, as appropriate. 
• Removed material will be transported to an appropriate off-site recycling or disposal facility. Work will occur 
during the dry season, and erosion-control and spill-prevention measures will be implemented. The project 
will restore fish passage, aquatic connectivity, and natural stream-channel function in Fay Creek. 

https://Debris.to


EXEMPT STATUS: 

Categorical Exemption(s). 15333 [Small Habitat Restoration Projects] 

.• .REASONS WHY THIS PROJECT IS EXEMPT: 

The proposed project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to Sections 15333 [Small Habitat Restoration 

Projects] of the Guidelines for Implementation of CEQA. Section 15333 exempts habitat restoration projects less than 

five-acres. Removal of the failed culvert and roadway debris will restore fish passage, low-flow surface-water 

connectivity, and the movement of sediment, organic material, and woody material through the project reach. 

This Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to the provisions of Section 15062 of the State CEQA Guidelines . 

.Lead Agency Contact Person: 

Tiffany Seder 
.Engineering Technician IV 
Sonoma County Public Infrastructure 
707-565-3311 
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