Print Form

Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): “eachella Valley Mountains Conservancy
P.0. Box 3044, Room 113 42-600 Cook Street, Suite 219
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Palm Desert, CA 92211
County Clerk
County of: Riverside (Address)

4080 Lemon Street

Riverside, CA 92501

Project Title: Desert Pupfish Conservation on Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians (TMDCI) Land

Project Applicant: The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens

Project Location - Specific:
On TMDCI Land, at the corner of Lincoln Street and 73rd Ave. in the town of Mecca

Project Location - City: ~_Unincorporated Project Location - County: _Riverside
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The proposed Project includes the creation of two new ponds for the endangered desert pupfish on Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Land, adjacent to the
Whitewater Channel which connects to the Salton Sea. The ponds would provide breeding habitat and serve as a refugia for the desert pupfish to help ensure
sustainable population genetic diversity, be a backup for desert pupfish populations, and would be available for release back into natural watercourses in the Salton Sink
basin. These ponds will also serve as high-quality freshwater drinking and feeding resources that will be available for many species (migratory birds and local wildlife) to
use as they are traversing the area.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: C0achella Valley Mountains Conservancy

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: The Living Desert Zoo and Gardens and TMDCI Natural Resources Department

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[@ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: C1ass 4 (15304) and Class 33 (15333)
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

The project does not include "unusual circumstances," and incorporation of best management
practices (BMPs) would ensure the Project would result in no impact on the environment.
Therefore, the categorical exemptions described in CEQA Guidelines 15304(d)(f) and 15333
apply, as the Project involves minor alterations to land and is a small habitat restoration project.
~Lead-Agency e §
Contact Person: Diana Rosas Area Code/Telephone/Extension: /80-776-5026

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? = Yes No

T d " Date: 7/30/2026 Tile:  Executive Director

Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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