CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
DETERMINATION FORM (rev. 06/2022)

Project Information

Project Name: HM2 RIV 15

DIST-CO-RTE: 08-RIV-15 PM/PM: 29.6

EA: 08-1P911 PN: 0825000074 Federal-Aid Project Number: N/A
Project Description

Caltrans proposes to rehabilitate an existing 72-inch Corrugated Steel Pipe (CSP)
culvert at Postmile (PM) 29.6 on Interstate 15 (I-15), near Temescal Valley in Riverside
County. The proposed rehabilitation method is concrete invert paving. Construction
activities will primarily be performed from the inlet located on De Palma Road, where a
Traffic Control System with Reversible Control will be implemented.

No temporary access roads are required. All equipment and vehicles will be parked on
the shoulder. Vehicles and equipment will not be traveling to and from the culvert work
area. This project is funded by State-only funding. (See continuation page).

Caltrans CEQA Determination (Check one)

[0 Not Applicable — Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency
[0 Not Applicable — Caltrans has prepared an IS or EIR under CEQA

Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the project is:
OO0 Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.)
Categorically Exempt. Class 1(c). (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.)
No exceptions apply that would bar the use of a categorical exemption (PRC
21084 and 14 CCR 15300.2). See the SER Chapter 34 for exceptions.
[0 Covered by the Common Sense Exemption. This project does not fall within an
exempt class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the
activity may have a significant effect on the environment (14 CCR 15061[b][3].)

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

Kourtney Graves Kourtney Graves 07/28/2026
U

Print Name Signature Date

Project Manager

Mike Ristic Weostadl Catzo July 31, 2026

Print Name Signature Date
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Caltrans NEPA Determination (Check one)
Not Applicable

Caltrans has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment
as defined by NEPA, and that there are no unusual circumstances as described in 23
CFR 771.117(b). See SER Chapter 30 for unusual circumstances. As such, the project
is categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under NEPA
and is included under the following:

[0 23 USC 326: Caltrans has been assigned, and hereby certifies that it has carried out
the responsibility to make this determination pursuant to 23 USC 326 and the
Memorandum of Understanding dated April 18, 2022, executed between FHWA and
Caltrans. Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under:

0 23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (c)(Enter activity number)

0 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (d)(Enter activity number)

O Activity Enter activity number listed in Appendix A of the MOU between

FHWA and Caltrans
[0 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information,
Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327.
The environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by
Caltrans pursuant to 23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated
May 27, 2022, and executed by FHWA and Caltrans.

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

N/A N/A N/A

Print Name Signature Date

Project Manager/ DLA Engineer

N/A N/A N/A

Print Name Signature Date

Date of Categorical Exclusion Checklist completion (if applicable): N/A
Date of Environmental Commitment Record or equivalent: 7/10/2026

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet if needed (i.e., not
necessary if included on an attached ECR). Reference additional information, as
appropriate (e.g., additional studies and design conditions).
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Continuation sheet:

Limited work will occur in the channel near the outlet to implement best management practices (BMPs), including
installing a temporary gravel bag berm and removing sediment from the last 50 feet inside the culvert. Additional limited
work will occur in the channel near the inlet to establish a ~6-foot-wide walkway for the construction crew to access the
work site. To establish this walkway, plants and bushes will be cut while leaving the roots in the soil. Minor clearing and
grubbing will also occur in front of the inlet and outlet for fire prevention related to welding operations.

On I-15 Northbound and Southbound, shoulder closures will be implemented to replace the culvert markers and install
Temporary Drainage Inlet Protection. Traffic Management Plan (TMP) Elements include “Traffic Management Plan-
Public Information” and “Construction Zone Enhanced Enforcement Program (COZEEP)’. Per Right-of-Way
Engineering, there are impacted areas on this culvert project along De Palma Road that were purchased by the State
and subsequently relinquished to the County of Riverside. As a result, a request for an encroachment permit will be
submitted to the County of Riverside. The Encroachment Permit will be temporary and valid only during the construction
period. The estimated construction duration is 50 working days, and the total culvert length is approximately 440 feet.

Purpose and Need:

The Purpose and Need are as follows: Purpose: The purpose of this project is to perform preventive maintenance on
the existing culvert to preserve the drainage system and extend its service life. Need: The need of this project is to
delay or prevent further deterioration of the culvert and to postpone the need for more extensive rehabilitation or
replacement in the future.

The following technical documentation was prepared in conjunction with determining and addressing applicable
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation and compliance requirements.

AIR QUALITY
Memorandum: June 15, 2026.

In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, the scope of the Project has been evaluated as an exempt
project that falls under the broad category of exempt project type “Pavement resurfacing and/or rehabilitation” (which
covers broad roadway structural preservation, including underlying drainage systems) listed under Table 2 in 40 CFR
§ 93.126. Thus, no emissions analysis is needed for the project. However, a construction greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions analysis is required for all projects in accordance with the requirements of “AREAS SUBJECT TO
CONFORMITY REQUIREMENTS.”

GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG)/CLIMATE CHANGE

Construction Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions Analysis — Air Quality Memorandum: June 11, 2026.

In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, the Cal-CET Rev. 1.0.4 air modeling software was used to
estimate construction Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions that are summarized below. The GHG estimates for
construction emissions on-road/offsite operations have been deduced as Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (COze) in 30.00
metric tons during the 50 days of construction activity (which also represent the annual average for the project).

NOISE
Memorandum: June 10, 2026.

In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, this project falls under Type lll project categories of
23CFR772.7 in the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol. Per the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol, “Type Il projects do not
require a noise analysis.” This is considered an exempt project. Hence, no noise study is needed.
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HAZARDOUS WASTE
Initial Site Assessment (ISA) Checklist: June 24, 2026.

In coordination with District Environmental Engineering, the hazardous waste potential for the project area is Low Risk.
The scope of the project will not involve major excavation. An existing Aerially Deposited Lead (ADL) report near the
proposed project area indicates low ADL concentrations.

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures

e HW-1: SSP 6-1.03 Conditions for use of local material.

e HW-2: SSP 7-1.02K(6)(j)(iii) For disturbance of earth material containing lead. Requires a lead compliance
plan.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Cultural Resources Compliance Memorandum: June 8, 2026.

In coordination with District Cultural Studies, the provisions of the PRC 5024 MOU, Attachment 2, have been applied
to this project. This project falls under: Class 10, “Repair of the highway and its facilities,” Class 11, “Modification of
existing features, such as slopes, ditches, curbs, sidewalks, driveways, dikes, or headwalls, within or adjacent to the
right of way,” and Class 25, “Establishment, replacement, or removal of landscaping, vegetation, or irrigation systems
on state or local public property, including highway and local roads rights of way and building sites.”

Based on this review, the undertaking, as currently proposed, has no potential to affect historical resources. As a result,
this undertaking is exempt from further review, no additional archaeological or built environment studies are required
at this time and the CEQA cultural resources component, and PRC 5024 compliance are complete. This memorandum
documents compliance with the agreed-upon historic preservation procedures.

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures

e CR-1: If buried cultural resources are encountered during Project Activities, it is Caltrans policy that work stop
within 60 feet of the area until a qualified archaeologist can evaluate the nature and significance of the find.

e CR-2: In the event that human remains are found, the county coroner shall be notified and ALL construction
activities within 60 feet of the discovery shall stop. Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, if the
remains are thought to be Native American, the coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission
(NAHC) who will then notify the Most Likely Descendent (MLD). The person who discovered the remains will
contact the District 8 Division of Environmental Planning; Gabrielle Duff, DEBC: (909) 501-5142 and Julie
Scrivner, DNAC: (909) 260-8265. Further provisions of PRC 5097.98 are to be followed as applicable.

e CR-3: Cultural sensitivity training will be provided prior to start of construction.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES
Natural Environment Study — Condensed Format (NES-CF): July 6, 2026.

In coordination with District Biology, the project will have “No Effect” on any federally-listed, threatened, endangered,
or protected species under the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) due to the lack of suitable habitat in the Project
Impact Area (PIA) and/or lack of species presence. The project is within National Oceanographic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA)/National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) jurisdiction. The project will result in “No Effect” on
any NOAA/NMFS species of Essential Fish Habitat. The project anticipates “No Take” of any State-listed special status
species pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) due to the lack of suitable habitat in the Project
Impact Area (PIA) and/or lack of species presence. The project is not anticipated to cause Species of Special Concern
to trend toward a State-listed status.
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The project will not impact jurisdictional Waters of the U.S. (WUS) or Waters of the State (WOS). The proposed project
is within Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (WRMSHCP) survey areas. This culvert
maintenance project is a covered activity under Section 7 of the WRMSHCP. A WRMSHCP Determination of
Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP) is not required due to lack of permanents impacts to
riparian/riverine resources.

Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures

¢ BIO-1: Caltrans will confine all equipment maintenance, storage, and parking during construction activities to
the designated construction area or to previously disturbed graded or paved areas, or level areas where
grading and vegetation clearing are not required and that are not habitat for listed species, as determined in
coordination with the approved biologist. All staging areas will be located at least 150 feet from sensitive
habitat areas, including streams/drainages and other aquatic habitat.

e BIO-2: To address impacts to special-status species and habitat, artificial lighting must be directed at the job
site to minimize light spillover into surrounding habitat.

e BIO-3: A contractor-supplied biologist must present a Caltrans-approved biological resource information
program/Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) for special-status mammal, avian, reptile,
amphibian, invertebrate and rare plant species prior to project activities, to all personnel that will be present
within the project limits for longer than 30 minutes at any given time. Caltrans will require all construction
personnel to participate in the WEAP training prior to participating in work activities. The training will be led by
an approved biologist and delivered to all construction personnel and new field-based personnel before
engaging in construction activities.

e BIlO-4: The approved biologist must monitor project activities weekly to ensure that measures are being
implemented and documented to avoid or minimize impacts to sensitive natural communities and special-
status animal and plant species and habitat. The approved biologist will be onsite during all vegetation
management or ground-disturbing activities and will monitor active nests and/or suitable nesting habitat
buffers for potential disturbance.

e BIO-5: To address potential impacts to sensitive natural communities and special-status animal and plant
species and habitat, the habitat areas for these communities and habitat be delineated as an ESA as shown
on the plans and/or described in the specifications.

e BIO-6: Integrity inspections of Sensitive Natural Community Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) fencing
and enclosures must occur throughout the duration of the project, 3 days prior to commencing project activities
and weekly during project activities. If during construction the fence fails, work must stop until it is repaired,
and the qualified biologist inspects (and clears) the job site.

e BIO-7: All fencing must be removed as a last order of work. During removal, a qualified biologist must be
present.

e BIO-8: No ground disturbing or fill activity of any type will be permitted within environmentally sensitive areas
outside the Project footprint. All construction equipment shall be operated in a manner to prevent accidental
damage to nearby preserved areas outside the PIA. No structure of any kind, or incidental storage of
equipment or supplies, will be allowed within these protected areas. Where appropriate, temporary high
visibility fence will be installed at the environmentally sensitive area boundary to prevent accidental deposition
of fill material in areas where vegetation is adjacent to planned ground disturbing activities.

e BIO-9: A qualified biologist must perform a presence/absence survey within the Project Impact Area for
special-status plant species during the appropriate bloom periods. Should any rare plants and/or rare insect
host plants be discovered in the Project Impact Area, the Resident Engineer and Caltrans biologist must be
contacted, and rare plants and rare insect host plants must be flagged by the biologist for visual identification
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to construction personnel for work avoidance. Should multiple plants in a single location be found, the
groupings must be fenced with Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) temporary fencing.

e BIO-10: Within 1 week prior to construction, a preconstruction survey must be conducted by a contractor-
supplied biologist for special-status plants within the Project Impact Area, including but not necessarily limited
to intermediate Mariposa lily, long-spined spineflower, Munz’s onion, Parry’s spineflower, round-leaved filaree,
San Bernardino aster, San Diego ambrosia, San Diego button-celery, San Miguel savory, thread-leaved
brodiaea, and white rabbit-tobacco. Any rare plant and/or rare insect host plant species identified must be
flagged for visual identification to construction personnel for work avoidance. Rare plant and/or rare insect
host plant species detected that feature multiple plants in a single location must be fenced with
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) temporary fencing.

e BIO-11: If project activites cannot avoid the nesting bird season, February 1-September 30, then
preconstruction nesting bird surveys must be conducted by a qualified biologist in areas of suitable habitat
within the project limits and up to the limit of the Biological Study Area (BSA), no more than 3 days prior to
construction to locate and avoid nesting birds. If an active avian nest is located, a no-construction buffer (100
feet for non-passerine, 300 feet for passerine, and 500 feet for raptors) will be established and monitored by
a qualified biologist.

e BIlO-12: Prior to any construction activities, known least Bell’s vireo (LBV) habitat within the BSA will be
surveyed. Any LBV habitat area determined to be active and within 500 feet from the PIA shall be evaluated
for breeding status using established USFWS Survey Protocols. If LBV individuals are detected during the
preconstruction surveys within 500 feet of the PIA, construction activities shall be avoided in this area during
the nesting season, February 1 to September 30. To avoid excessive delays to the project when an active
LBV nesting site is located near a project location, work at other project locations should be done first; any
site near an active LBV nesting area should be done last. All construction activities should account for the
timing of the nesting season.

e BIlO-13: Prior to any construction activities, known red diamond rattlesnake habitat in the BSA will be
surveyed. Any special status reptile habitat area determined to be active and within 500 feet from the PIA shall
be evaluated for breeding status using established CDFW and MSHCP Survey Protocol. If special status
reptile individuals are detected during the preconstruction surveys within 500 feet of the PIA, construction
activities shall be avoided in this area during the optimal survey period (April 15 to July 15). To avoid excessive
delays to the project when special status reptiles are active near a project location, work at other project
locations should be done first; any site near an active special status reptile area should be done last. The
special status reptile presence/absence survey should be conducted when air temperature is between 77°F
and 95°F. Surveys must be conducted when the air temperature falls within the optimal range.

PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Email: June 19, 2026.

In coordination with District Paleontology, due to the nature of the project description, no paleontological studies will be
required for this project.

PERMITS AND AGREEMENTS:

According to the Natural Environment Study — Condensed Format (NES-CF), no permits or agreements are required.
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In conjunction with the results of the above technical documentation, the Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation
Measure(s) included in the Environmental Commitments Record (ECR), are expected to be implemented, as applicable.
Changes to the project’s scope of work, will require that the District’s Division of Environmental Planning be notified in
a timely manner, to determine if an Environmental Re-Evaluation will be required to confirm that the environmental
documentation for NEPA/CEQA compliance, remains valid.

Updates to the original Technical Studies, or preparation of new Technical Studies may be required, and/or a new
CE/CE Determination Form may need to be completed, and/or an Environmental Document may need to be prepared
and approved, to document the project’s compliance with all applicable NEPA/CEQA requirements.
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