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Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  

From: California Department of Transportation, District 8  
 464 W. 4th Street, 6th Floor (MS 827)  
 San Bernardino, CA 92401-1400 
 

Project Title: HM2 RIV 15; EA 08-1P911/PN 0825000074 

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation, District 8 

Project Location - Specific: This project is located at Postmile (PM) 29.6 on I-15. 

Project Location - City: Temescal Valley      Project Location - County: Riverside 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 
 
Caltrans proposes to rehabilitate an existing 72-inch Corrugated Steel Pipe (CSP) culvert 
at Postmile (PM) 29.6 on Interstate 15 (I-15), near Temescal Valley in Riverside County. 
The proposed rehabilitation method is concrete invert paving. Construction activities will 
primarily be performed from the inlet located on De Palma Road, where a Traffic Control 
System with Reversible Control will be implemented. 

No temporary access roads are required. All equipment and vehicles will be parked on 
the shoulder. Vehicles and equipment will not be traveling to and from the culvert work 
area. This project is funded by State-only funding. 

The purpose of this project is to perform preventive maintenance on the existing culvert 
to preserve the drainage system and extend its service life. The need of this project is to 
delay or prevent further deterioration of the culvert and to postpone the need for more 
extensive rehabilitation or replacement in the future. 

Limited work will occur in the channel near the outlet to implement best management 
practices (BMPs), including installing a temporary gravel bag berm and removing 
sediment from the last 50 feet inside the culvert. Additional limited work will occur in the 
channel near the inlet to establish a ~6-foot-wide walkway for the construction crew to 
access the work site. To establish this walkway, plants and bushes will be cut while 
leaving the roots in the soil. Minor clearing and grubbing will also occur in front of the inlet 
and outlet for fire prevention related to welding operations.  
 
On I-15 Northbound and Southbound, shoulder closures will be implemented to replace 
the culvert markers and install Temporary Drainage Inlet Protection. Traffic Management 
Plan (TMP) Elements include “Traffic Management Plan-Public Information” and 
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“Construction Zone Enhanced Enforcement Program (COZEEP)”. Per Right-of-Way 
Engineering, there are impacted areas on this culvert project along De Palma Road that 
were purchased by the State and subsequently relinquished to the County of Riverside. 
As a result, a request for an encroachment permit will be submitted to the County of 
Riverside. The Encroachment Permit will be temporary and valid only during the 
construction period. The estimated construction duration is 50 working days, and the total 
culvert length is approximately 440 feet. 
 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation, 
District 8 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: N/A 

Exempt Status (check one): 

☐  Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
☐  Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
☐  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
☒  Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 1(c) 
☐  Statutory Exemptions. State code number:       

Reasons why project is exempt: 
 
Covered exemption, existing culvert, no impacts are anticipated 
 
Lead Agency Contact Person: Kourtney Graves Phone number: 909-472-1362 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? 
☒ Yes ☐ No 

Signature: __________________                                   Date:  

Title: Branch Chief, Environmental Studies C 

☒ Signed by Lead Agency  ☐ Signed by Applicant 

Date Received for filing at OPR:  

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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