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             SCH # 2026080118 
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             GTS # LA-2026-05118-NOP 

 

Dear Elizabeth Huber:  

 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 

environmental review process for the above-referenced NOP.  The Vernon Backup 

Generating Facility (VBGF) would consist of a total of forty (40) diesel fired generators 

that would be used exclusively to provide up to 99 megawatts (MW) of backup 

emergency generation to support the Goodman Energy Park Data Center (GEP) when 

electricity from Vernon Public Utility (VPU) is unavailable to the GEP.  The GEP would 

consist of two data center buildings (Building 1 and Building 2) north and east of the 

intersection of Vernon Avenue and Soto Street in the City of Vernon, California. The 

Building 1 address would be 3163 East Vernon Avenue and the Building 2 address would 

be 3049 East Vernon Avenue.   

 

The VBGF would not be electrically interconnected to the electrical transmission grid.  

The GEP would be supplied electricity by VPU through a new switching station on the 

GEP site that would be owned and operated by VPU (VPU Switching Station).  The GEP 

would include a project substation that would be owned and operated by the project 

applicant GIC Vernon (Project Substation).  The Project Substation would be located 

immediately adjacent to the VPU Switching Station.  Thirty-eight (38) of the generators 

would each have a capacity of 3 MW and would provide backup of the electricity 

needs of the GEP’s critical operations.  Two (2) generators would each have a capacity 

of 1 MW and would be used to support general office loads along with building and life 

safety services (house generators) for each data center building during an emergency 

outage.   
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The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe and reliable transportation network that 

serves all people and respects the environment.  Senate Bill 743 (2013) has codified into 

CEQA law and mandated that CEQA review of transportation impacts of proposed 

development be modified by using Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the primary metric 

in identifying transportation impacts for all future development projects.  You may 

reference the Governor’s Office of Land Use & Climate Innovation (LCI) for more 

information: 

 

https://lci.ca.gov/ceqa/#guidelines-updates 

 

As a reminder, VMT is the standard transportation analysis metric in CEQA for land use 

projects after July 1, 2020, which is the statewide implementation date.   

 

Also, Caltrans has published the VMT-focused Transportation Impact Study Guide (TISG), 

dated May 20, 2020 and the Local Development Review (LDR) Safety Review 

Practitioner’s Guidance, prepared in February 2024.  For your review, please consider 

the SB 743 Implementation Resource at the following link when preparing the 

environmental document: 

 

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/sustainability/sb-743/resources 

 

In accordance with Senate Bill (SB) 743 and the California Office of Planning and 

Research (OPR) guidelines, the environmental analysis must evaluate the project’s 

transportation impacts using Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the primary metric.  The 

DEIR should analyze VMT for both the construction and operational phases, including 

employee commutes, vendor trips, and operational deliveries.  If the VMT analysis 

reveals a significant impact, the DEIR must identify feasible mitigation measures, such as 

implementing Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies or supporting 

regional transit infrastructure. 

 

Given the industrial nature of the project, Caltrans is concerned about the potential 

impacts of heavy equipment, haul trucks, and construction worker traffic on the state 

highway system.  The DEIR should include a requirement for a comprehensive 

Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP).  The CTMP should explicitly outline 

designated haul routes, peak hour construction restrictions, traffic control devices in 

compliance with the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD), 

and coordination protocols with Caltrans District 7 when necessary. 
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If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Alan Lin, the project 

coordinator at (213) 269-1124 and refer to GTS # LA-2026-05118-NOP.

Sincerely, 

FRANCES DUONG

LDR Branch Chief

Cc: State Clearinghouse

ly, 


