STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

505 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94102

August 21, 2026 ENVR 20260800004

Kelsey Gunter
Associate Planner
City of Pittsburg

65 Civic Avenue
Pittsburg, CA 94565

Re:  SUISUN TRAILS PROJECT SCH 2026071247 — Notice of Preparation (NOP)

Dear Kelsey Gunter,

The California Public Utlities Commission (Commission/CPUC) has jurisdiction over rail crossings
(crossings) in California. The CPUC ensures that crossings are safely designed, constructed, and
maintained. The Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Branch (RCEB) is in receipt of the Nozice

of Preparation (NOP) for the SUISUN TRAILS PROJECT. The City of Pittsburg (City) is the lead
agency.

The project site is located south of Suisun Bay Wetlands and north of Willow Pass Road. The proposed
development will include approximately 773 residential units across 12 planning areas (PAs), as well as
trails, parks, recreational facilities, and open space areas.

The Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway Stockton Subdivision and Union Pacific Railroad
(UPRR) Tracy Subdivision run parallel to the southern boundary of the proposed development. The site
can be accessed from the south via County Fire Trail 86-15, which crosses the BNSF tracks at an at-
grade private crossing (DOT# 029766S, CPUC# 002-1158.36-X) and crosses the UPRR tracks at two
at-grade private crossings (DOT# 751787X, CPUC# 001B-46.35-X and DOT# 687950T, CPUC#008-
43.85-X). The County Fire Trail private crossings consist of unpaved roadways and are equipped with
passive railroad warning devices.

The City should clearly identify in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) the proposed use and future
status of the County Fire Trail private crossings. In particular, the EIR should clearly indicate whether
the existing private crossings will remain restricted to fire department/emergency access or whether the
proposed development would result in any changes to their use, configuration, or access. If the crossings
will be modified or their use is expanded as part of the project, the EIR should identity the proposed
changes and the associated safety improvements. Any safety measures identified by the diagnostic team,
consisting of representatives from the railroad, the regulatory agency (RCEB), and the roadway
authority, should be incorporated into the project. These improvements could be implemented through
a capital project funded by the City or as conditions of approval for the development. Any proposed
modifications to the crossings should also bring the crossings into compliance with applicable current
standards and ADA requirements, as applicable.

An establishment of a public crossing at an existing private crossing location will require authorization
from the CPUC through a Formal Application and also conform to the goals of the CPUC’s
Environmental and Social Justice Action Plan. This includes improving safety and access to
transportation, improving local air quality and public health, and expanding outreach and public



https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov/2026071247
https://maps.app.goo.gl/cAif6tS9QqmHKLrh7
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/rail-safety/rail-crossings-and-engineering/rail-crossing-formal-applications

Kelsey Gunter
ENVR 20260800004
August 21, 2026

participation opportunities in disadvantaged communities. For more information, please visit
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/esjactionplan.

RCEB staff is available to discuss any potential safety impacts or concerns at the crossings and address
any questions from the City.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (415) 791-2612, or ramineh.medhat@cpuc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

(Gl

Ramineh Medhat

Utilities Engineer

Rail Crossings & Engineering Branch - Rail Safety Division
California Public Utilities Commission

cc:
Amber Stoffels, ambet.stoffels@up.com
Clifford Cessna, ccessna(@benesch.com
Dionisio Martinez, dionisio.martinez(@bnsf.com
Kevin Fryer, kfryer@integralcommunities.com
Rod Stinson, rods@raneymanagement.com
State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse(@opt.ca.gov
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