State of California California State Transportation Agency

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
DETERMINATION FORM (rev. 06/2022)

Project Information

Project Name (if applicable): Bridge Health Project
DIST-CO-RTE: 04-CC-680 PM/PM: 18.700/20.880
EA: 04-4W420 Federal-Aid Project Number: 0422000148
Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 4 proposes work at three
existing bridges on Route |-680 in Contra Costa County: Walnut Creek (N680-N242
Connector) No. 28-0040G at PM R18.70, Grayson Creek Bridge No. 28-0180K at PM R20.88,
and Grayson Creek Bridge No. 28-0180 at PM R20.89. The proposed work for this project
involves bridge rehabilitation for all three structures. All work will be performed on the top of
the bridge decks.

Caltrans CEQA Determination (Check one)

[0 Not Applicable — Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency
[] Not Applicable — Caltrans has prepared an IS or EIR under CEQA

Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the project is:

OO0 Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.)

Categorically Exempt. Class 1-D. (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.)

[0 No exceptions apply that would bar the use of a categorical exemption (PRC 21084
and 14 CCR 15300.2). See the SER Chapter 34 for exceptions.

[0 Covered by the Common Sense Exemption. This project does not fall within an exempt
class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity may have
a significant effect on the environment (14 CCR 15061[b][3].)

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

ZaChary GIffOI’d Zachar, G\ff%d (Mar 2, 2026 09:32:19 PST) 03/02/2026
Print Name Signature Date

Project Manager

febecca P
Rebecca Perng v 03/02/2026

Print Name Signature Date

Caltrans NEPA Determination (Check one)
1 Not Applicable

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to
enhance California’s economy and livability”
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Caltrans has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment as
defined by NEPA, and that there are no unusual circumstances as described in 23 CFR
771.117(b). See SER Chapter 30 for unusual circumstances. As such, the project is
categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under NEPA and is
included under the following:

23 USC 326: Caltrans has been assigned and hereby certifies that it has carried out the
responsibility to make this determination pursuant to 23 USC 326 and the Memorandum of
Understanding dated April 18, 2022, executed between FHWA and Caltrans. Caltrans has
determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under:

23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (c)(28)

0 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (d)(Enter activity number)

O Activity Enter activity number listed in Appendix A of the MOU between FHWA

and Caltrans
[0 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, Caltrans
has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327. The
environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable Federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by Caltrans pursuant to
23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated May 27, 2022, and executed by
FHWA and Caltrans.

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief

Zachary Gifford Zacﬁeiﬁ@%r 2, 2026 09:32:19 PST) 03/02/2026
Print Name Signature Date

Project Manager/ DLA Engineer

fbecoa P
Rebecca Perng 7 03/02/2026

Print Name Signature Date

Date of Categorical Exclusion Checklist completion (if applicable): 2/25/26
Date of Environmental Commitment Record or equivalent: 1/20/2026

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet if needed (i.e., not necessary if
included on an attached ECR). Reference additional information, as appropriate (e.qg.,
additional studies and design conditions).

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to
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Continuation sheet:

Project Description Cont.

Walnut Creek (N680-N242 Connector), Bridge No. 28-0040G

The proposed scope of work for this bridge involves:

Patching deck spalls, preparing the concrete bridge surface, applying
methacrylate treatment across the entire bridge deck, and removing and
replacing joint seals.

Placing a 1-inch-thick polyester concrete overlay up to the face of the existing
Type 25 and 27 barriers, extending to the rigid pavement with a taper that
conforms to the roadway profile.

Providing adequate and safe transition pavement at both the approach and
departure of the bridge within the project limits.

Upgrading the existing guardrail on the left approach, approximately 86 feet in
length. Since the current standard requires a minimum guardrail length of 150
feet, Traffic Safety will recommend the necessary length.

Installing or replacing roadside delineators, guardrail delineators, concrete barrier
markers, and object markers, as needed, in accordance with the California
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) Chapter 3F and the Traffic
Safety Systems Guidance Manual.

Updating traffic delineation, including contrast striping on Portland Cement
Concrete (PCC) pavement, to current standards.

Grayson Creek Bridge No. 28-0180K

The proposed scope of work for this bridge involves:

Patching deck spalls, preparing the concrete bridge surface, applying
methacrylate treatment across the entire bridge deck, and removing and
replacing joint seals.

Placing a 1-inch-thick polyester concrete overlay up to the face of the existing
Type 736 barriers.

Cold planing to a depth of 0.15 inches, followed by a 0.15-inch thick HMA-A
overlay to match the polyester concrete overlay at the structure approach and
departure. This work will extend 60 feet from the structure approach to repair
damaged flexible pavement, with a tack coat applied on the planed surface and
all vertical surfaces of existing AC pavement.

Providing adequate and safe transition pavement at both the approach and
departure.

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to
enhance California’s economy and livability”
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¢ Installing or replacing roadside delineators, guardrail delineators, concrete
barrier markers, and object markers, as needed, in accordance with the
California MUTCD Chapter 3F and the Traffic Safety Systems Guidance
Manual.

e Updating traffic delineation, including contrast striping on PCC pavement, to
meet current standards.

e The bridge identification will be painted on the left bridge rail at abutment 9 as
"GRAYSON CREEK BR. NO. 28-0180K 2005."

Grayson Creek Bridge No. 28-0180
The proposed scope of work for this bridge involves:

e Patching deck spalls, preparing the concrete bridge surface, applying
methacrylate treatment across the entire bridge deck, and removing and
replacing joint seals.

e Placing a 1-inch-thick polyester concrete overlay up to the face of the existing
Type 736 barriers.

e Cold planing will be done to a depth of 0.15 inches, followed by a 0.15-inch thick
HMA-A overlay to match the polyester concrete overlay at the structure approach
and departure. Cold planing and replacement will extend 60 feet from the
structure approach to repair the damaged flexible pavement.

e Applying a tack coat to the planed surface and vertical surfaces of the existing
AC pavement.

e Providing adequate transition pavement at both the approach and departure of
the bridge.

e Updating traffic delineation, including contrast striping on PCC pavement, to
current standards.

Environmental Conditions:

Air Quality:

Air Quality Conformity

The office of Air Quality has determined that this project is exempt from the requirement to
determine air quality conformity per 40 CFR 93.126 (Table 2-Widening narrow pavements or
reconstructing bridges (no additional travel lanes).

Greenhouse GAS (GHG) Emissions Analysis:

Based on project information available for environmental studies, the construction-related
GHG emissions were calculated using the Caltrans Construction Emissions Tool (CAL-CET),
CAL-CET2021 v1.0.2, developed by Caltrans. The estimated total amount of CO2 produced
would be 511 tons. The table below summarizes the construction related emissions, including
the total CO2e emission.

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient tfransportation system to
enhance California’s economy and livability”
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Table 1: Summary of Construction-related GHG Emissions

, PROJECT
PARAMETERS TOTAL
COq COqe!
HFC [t
- CHs (tons) N2O (tons) (tons) rEr o
TOTAL EMISSIONS 55 0.001 0.003 0.001 56

1 Gases are converted to CO2e by multiplying by their global warming potential (GWP).
Specifically, GWP is a measure of how much energy the emissions of 1 ton of a gas will absorb
over a given period of time, relative to the emissions of 1 ton of carbon dioxide (CO2).

Implementation of Caltrans Standard Specifications, such as complying with air-pollution-

control rules, regulations, ordinances, and statutes that apply to work performed under the
Contract and the use of construction best management practices, would result in reducing
GHG emissions from construction activities, including but not limited to:

1. Regular vehicle and equipment maintenance

2. Limit idling of vehicles and equipment onsite

3. If practicable, recycle nonhazardous waste and excess material. If recycling is not
practicable, dispose of material

4. Use solar-powered signal boards, if feasible

5. Use tier 4 interim or tier 4 final engines

Noise:

The office of Noise and Vibration has that this project does not qualify as either a Type | or
Type |l project under 23 CFR 772. There is no need to consider noise reduction, and a Noise
Study Report is not required.

Hazardous Waste:

The Office of Hazardous Waste had determined that the proposed project indicates bridge
structure and soil disturbances. Preparing concrete bridge surfaces and removing joint seals
may contain asbestos. The installation of concrete barrier will involve the removal of soil which
may contain hazardous contamination. Our office will need to conduct a site investigation
during the 65% PS&E phase, when plans and cross-sections are finalized. Suitable special
provisions will be provided by our office during the PS&E phase.

Water Quality:

The Office of Water Quality has determined that the expected disturbed soil area will be less
than one 1.0 acre; therefore, the construction activities are not subject to the Construction
General permit (CGP).

Areas for total disturbed soil area, net new impervious & replaced impervious surface are given
below:

Summary of Disturbed Soil and Impervious Surface Areas

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to
enhance California’s economy and livability”
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Disturbed Net New Replaced Existing New
Soil Area Impervious Impervious Impervious Impervious
(acres) (acres) Area (acre) Area (acre) Surface
(acres)
0.01 0.01 0.0 2.78 -2.77

According to the initial design information the NNI will be 0.01 ac & RIS will be 0 ac. The
resultant NIS will be -2.77 ac. Since NIS less than 1 ac, post-construction storm water
treatment measures does not need to be provided.

The calculated DSA for this Project is less than one acre, therefore, preparation of a WPCP is
required. Best Management Practices (BMPs) must be incorporated into projects to reduce the
pollutants in stormwater discharges during construction to the Maximum Extent Practicable
(MEP). The WPCP addresses potential temporary impacts via implementation of appropriate
BMPs, which will be finalized in the design phase. Recommended items include, but are not
limited to: Job Site Management, Drainage Inlet Protection, Wind Erosion Control, Concrete
Waste Management, Non-Stormwater Management.

Cultural Resources:

The Office of Cultural Resource Studies has determined that the proposed project will not
affect historic properties, and no further review is necessary pursuant to the Section 106 PA,
Stipulation VII, “Screened Projects and Activities.” The project has been screened and is
exempt under the following classes of Appendix 2, “Screened Projects and Activities” in the
Section 106 PA.

« Class 1: Pavement reconstruction, resurfacing, shoulder backing, or placement of seal coats.
» Class 14: Installation, removal or replacement of roadway markings, such as painted stripes,
raised pavement markers, thermoplastic tape, or raised bars, or installation of sensors in
existing pavements.

+ Class 19: Any work on Category 5 bridges, including rehabilitation or reconstruction. Does
not include bridge replacement.

No further archaeology or architectural history studies are required at this time. However, if
project plans change, further studies may be necessary.

Landscape:
The Office of Landscape Architecture has determined that no long-term adverse visual

resource impact is anticipated within the project area. No impact is anticipated for the few
existing trees within project limits; they should be protected from all construction activities. If
any are removed or damaged during construction, replacement planting will be required to
mitigate for the loss as close to the area(s) of impact as possible. Existing irrigation damaged
during construction would also require repair/replacement. If existing irrigation is shut off for a
period of time, existing plantings would require supplemental water until the irrigation system is
repaired. Construction staging is anticipated to be on paved and non-paved surfaces. The non-
paved areas that have been identified at this time are grassy roadside areas with no shrubs or

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to
enhance California’s economy and livability”
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trees. Erosion control measures must be implemented at the end of construction to restore
these areas to pre-construction conditions. If the anticipated staging areas change as the
project progresses, any area disturbed by construction operations will require restoration to
pre-construction conditions, including erosion control measures and/or revegetation as
applicable.

Biological Resources:

A Natural Environment Study-Minimal Impacts (NES-MI) was prepared for the project on
February 18, 2026. An official species list was obtained from USFWS on October 27, 2025. It
was determined that, with the implementation of avoidance and minimization measures, the
project would have no effect on federal- or state-listed endangered, threatened, proposed, or
candidate species. No federally designated critical habitat is present within the Biological Study
Area (BSA), and the project is located outside of the NOAA Fisheries jurisdiction. The project
would not affect aquatic habitat, and no potential jurisdictional waters are present within the
BSA. The avoidance and minimization efforts documented in the attached ECR would ensure
that the project would not have significant adverse effects related to biological resources.

Section 4(f) Transportation Act (23 CFR 774)

Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, codified in federal law at 49
United States Code (USC) 303, declares that “it is the policy of the United States Government
that special effort should be made to preserve the natural beauty of the countryside and public
park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic sites.”

The proposed project has been evaluated for the presence of archaeological and historic sites,
public and private parks, recreational facilities, and wildlife refuges within approximately 0.5
mile of the project area to determine whether they are protected Section 4(f) resources and
whether the project would “use” the properties.

An analysis of the surrounding area shows that although there are additional potential Section
4(f) resources present within the study area, assuming all work will take place within existing
state right-of-way and no temporary construction easements will be required, the project is not
expected to result in a use of any Section 4(f) resources located within the project vicinity.
Therefore, no further analysis of Section 4(f) resources is required.

“Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to
enhance California’s economy and livability”
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Categorical Exclusion Checklist

PROJECT INFORMATION

DIST-CO-RTE: 04-CC-680

PM/PM: 18.700/20.880

Fed. Aid Number (Local Project): 0422000148
EA/Project Number: 4W420

SECTION A: Type of CE

Use the information in this section to determine the applicable CE and corresponding activity
for this project.

1. Project is a CE under CE Assignment 23 USC 326 (activity must be listed in 23 CFR
771.117 (c) or (d) list (See Chapter 30 in the SER) or included in activities listed in Appendix
A of the CE Assignment MOU to be eligible for 23 USC 326).

Yes, Activity: (c) 28 [1 No

Notes for specific activities:

e If using (c)9, distinguish between (c)9(i) or (c)9(ii) on the form and include copy of
the emergency declaration in the file.

e If using (c)22, identify in the project description that all work is within operational
right-of-way.

e If using (c)23, distinguish between (c)23(i) and (c)23(ii) on the form.

e If using (c)26, (c)(27), or (c)(28), ensure that the action DOES NOT include any of
the constraints found in 23 CFR 771.117(e). If it does, it may not be processed
under (c)(26), (c)(27), or (c)(28), however, the project may qualify for a CE under 23
CFR 771.117(d)(13).

2. Project is a CE for a highway project under NEPA Assignment 23 USC 327 (Use only if
project does not qualify under CE Assignment 23 USC 326 (activities not included in
question 1)).

[ Yes No

3. Independent Utility and Logical Termini

The project complies with NEPA requirements related to connected actions and
segmentation (i.e., the project must have independent utility, connect logical termini
when applicable, be usable and be a reasonable expenditure even if no additional
transportation improvements in the area are made and not restrict further consideration
of alternatives for other reasonably foreseeable transportation improvements). (FHWA
Final Rule, “Background,” Federal Register Vol. 79, No. 8, January 13, 2014.)

Form revised February 2025 Page 1 of 6
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Categorical Exclusion Checklist

4. Categorical Exclusions Defined (23 CFR 771.117[a]).
FHWA regulation 23 CFR 771.117(a) defines categorical exclusions as actions which:

e do not induce significant impacts to planned growth or land use for the area;

e do not require the relocation of significant numbers of people;

e do not have a significant impact on any natural, cultural, recreational, historic or other
resources;

e do notinvolve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts;

e do not have significant impacts on travel patterns; or

e do not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant environmental
impacts.

Checking this box certifies that project meets the above definition for a Categorical
Exclusion.

5. Exceptions to Categorical Exclusions/Unusual Circumstances (23 CFR 771.117[b]).

FHWA regulation 23 CFR 771.117(b) provides that any action which normally would be
classified as a CE but could involve unusual circumstances requires the Department to
conduct appropriate environmental studies to determine if the CE classification is proper.
Unusual circumstances include actions that involve:

e Significant environmental impacts;

e Substantial controversy on environmental grounds;

e Significant impact on properties protected by section 4(f) of the DOT Act or section 106
of the National Historic Preservation Act; or

e Inconsistencies with any Federal, State, or local law, requirement or administrative
determination relating to the environmental aspects of the action.

All of the above unusual circumstances have been considered in conjunction with
this project. (Choose one)

Checking this box certifies that none of the above conditions apply and that the
project qualifies for a Categorical Exclusion.

[ 1 Checking this box certifies that unusual circumstances are involved. However, the

appropriate studies/analysis have been completed, and it has been determined that the
CE classification is still appropriate.

Form revised February 2025 Page 2 of 6



Categorical Exclusion Checklist

SECTION B: Compliance with FHWA NEPA policy to complete all other applicable
environmental requirements’ prior to making the NEPA determination:

During the environmental review process for which this CE was prepared, all applicable
environmental requirements were evaluated. Outcomes for the following requirements are
identified below and fully documented in the project file. [NOTE: EVERY SECTION BELOW
MUST BE COMPLETED, DO NOT SKIP ANY SECTIONS.]

FSTIP

The project description on the Categorical Exemption/Categorical Exclusion Form matches

the project description in the FSTIP and RTP, and the appropriate page of the FSTIP is in
the project file.

Air Quality

Air Quality Conformity Findings Checklist has been completed and project meets all
applicable AQ requirements.

[] For 23 USC 326 projects which require an air quality conformity determination (this will

apply to certain projects under 23 CFR 771.117(c)(22), (c)(23), (c)(26), (c)(27), and
(c)(28)), list the date of the Caltrans conformity determination:

[1 For 23 USC 327 projects, list date of FHWA concurrence on conformity determination:

Cultural Resources

Section 106 compliance is complete.
[] A Screened Undertaking Memo was prepared, or
A Historic Properties Survey Report was prepared, and the following finding was made:
No Historic Properties Affected [ No Adverse Effect with Standard Conditions
[ ] No Adverse Effect [ Adverse Effect/MOA [ Phasing/Project PA

Noise

23 CFR 772
[ Is this a Type 1 project? [ Yes No (skip this section.)

[] Future noise levels with project either approach or exceed NAC or result in a substantial
increase.

If yes: L] Abatement is reasonable and feasible
[ ] Abatement is not reasonable or feasible

" Please consult the SER for a complete list of applicable laws, statutes, regulations, and executive orders that
must be considered before completing the CE.

Form revised February 2025 Page 3 of 6
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Categorical Exclusion Checklist

Biology

USFWS
Species List?:
[] Not required
Required, Date: 10/27/25
Effect Determination:
No Effect Section 7 (Federal Endangered Species Act)
Consultation with USFWS Findings (Effect determination):
[] Not Likely to Adversely Affect with USFWS Concurrence. Date: 2
[] Likely to Adversely Affect with Biological Opinion Date: __ 3
NOAA Fisheries
Species List?:
[] Not required
Required, Date: 10/27/25
Effect Determination:
No Effect Section 7 (Federal Endangered Species Act)
Consultation with NOAA Fisheries Findings (Effect determination):
[1 Not Likely to Adversely Affect with NOAA Fisheries Concurrence. Date: 3
[ Likely to Adversely Affect with Biological Opinion Date: __ 3
Essential Fish Habitat (Magnuson-Stevens Act) Findings (Effect determination):
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act does not apply

[] No Adverse Effect [ Adverse Effect and consultation with NOAA Fisheries

Floodplains

Floodplains (Executive Order #11988)
No Floodplains ] No Significant Encroachment [ Significant Encroachment

2 See the “Changes to Species List Requirements” memo (April 9, 2021) for decision tree and information on
determining if a list is required and date requirements.
3 If concurrence or BO is expected after PA&ED, enter “Pending” into this field.

Form revised February 2025 Page 4 of 6



Categorical Exclusion Checklist

Waters, Wetlands

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
Impacts to Waters of the U.S.: No [ Yes; anticipated approval:

[] Nationwide Permit [] Individual Permit ] Regional General Permit
[] Letter of Permission

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act
[] Exemption [ Certification Not Applicable

Wetland Protection (Executive Order #11990)
No Wetland Impact

[] Wetland Impact; Wetlands Only Practicable Alternative Finding is included in a separate
document in the project file.

Section 4(f) Transportation Act (23 CFR 774)

Section 4(f) regulation was considered as a part of the review for this project and a
determination was made:

Section 4(f) does not apply
[1 There are no potential Section 4(f) properties in the project vicinity.

The properties do not meet the definition of a Section 4(f) property, the project does

not “use” a Section 4(f) property, or the project meets the criteria for an exception
(e.g., temporary occupancy). Document in project file or CE.

[] Section 4(f) applies
[] De Minimis
[] Programmatic: Type: List one of the five categories as defined in 23 CFR 774.3
[ Individual:
[ Legal Sufficiency Review complete ] HQ Coordinator Review Complete

Section 6(f) — Properties Acquired with Land and Water Conservation Fund grants

Was the above property purchased with grant funds from the Land and Water Conservation
Fund?

No, Section 6(f) does not apply. No additional documentation required.

[] Yes: [] Documentation of approval from National Park Service Director (through

California State Parks) has been received for the conversion/and replacement of 6(f)
property.

Coastal Zone

Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972
Not in Coastal Zone [ Qualifies for Exemptions [ Qualifies for Waiver

[] Coastal Permit Required
[] Consistent with Federal, State, and Local Coastal Plans [] Federal Consistency

Form revised February 2025 Page 5 of 6



Categorical Exclusion Checklist

Coast Guard — Bridge Over Navigable Waters of the U.S.

Not applicable

[] 23 USC 144(c) USCG Bridge Permit Exception
[] 33 CFR 115.70 Advance Approval

[ ] USCG Bridge Permit

Relocation and Right of Way

Relocations
No Relocations

[ Project involves Enter number relocations and will follow the provisions of the
Uniform Relocation Act.

Right of Way Acquisitions/Easements
No right of way acquisitions or easements

[] Project involves Enter number acquisitions and Enter number easements.

Hazardous Waste and Materials

Are hazardous materials or contamination exceeding regulatory thresholds (as set by U.S.
EPA, Cal EPA, County Environmental Health, etc.) present? [] Yes No

If yes, is the nature and extent of the hazardous materials or contamination fully known?
[JYes [JNo

If no, briefly discuss the plan for securing information:

SECTION C: Certification

Based on the information obtained during environmental review process and included in this
checklist, the project is determined to be a Categorical Exclusion pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act and is in compliance with all other applicable environmental laws,
regulations, and Executive Orders.

Prepared by:

Wanisol Costro
Marisol Castro 03/02/2026

Environmental Scientist Signature Date

Form revised February 2025 Page 6 of 6


https://secure.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAb0gzdzaYJplDqmTpEeAMo_ThyEF-zBBk

o

Transportation Air Quality Conformity Findings Checklist

PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name: Bridge Health Project

DIST-CO-RTE-PM: 04-CC-680-18.700/20.880

EA: 4W420 Federal Aid Number: 0422000148

Document Type: X 23 USC 326 CE [J123USC327CE [ EA UOEIS

CHECKLIST

Step 1. Is the project located in a nonattainment or maintenance area for ozone,
nitrogen dioxide, carbon monoxide (CO), PM2.5, or PM10 per EPA’s Green Book listing
of non-attainment areas?

[ If no, go to Step 18. Transportation conformity does not apply to the project.
If yes, go to Step 2.

Step 2. Is the project exempt from conformity per 40 CFR 93.126 or 40 CFR 93.1287

If yes, go to Step 18. The project is exempt from all project-level conformity
requirements (40 CFR 93.126 or 128) (check one box below and identify the
project type, if applicable).

40 CFR 93.126"

Project type from Table 2: Widening narrow pavements or reconstructing
bridges (no additional travel)

lanes
[ 140 CFR 93.128

[ If no, go to Step 3.

Step 3. Is the project exempt from regional conformity per 40 CFR 93.1277

[] If yes, go to Step 8. The project is exempt from regional conformity
requirements (40 CFR 93.127) (identify the project type).
Project type:

[ If no, go to Step 4.

Step 4. Is the project located in a region with a currently conforming RTP and TIP?

[ If yes, the project is included in a currently conforming RTP and TIP per 40

CFR 93.115. The project’s design and scope have not changed significantly
from what was assumed in RTP conformity analysis (40 CFR 93.115[b]) Go to
Step 8.

] If no and the project is located in an isolated rural area, go to Step 5.

" Please refer to Clarifications on Exempt Project Determinations to verify exempt project type from
Table 2. Road diets, auxiliary lanes less than one-mile, and ramp metering may be exempt under
“projects that correct, improve, or eliminate a hazardous location or feature.”
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Transportation Air Quality Conformity Findings Checklist

[ If no and the project is not located in an isolated rural area, STOP and do not
proceed until a conforming RTP and TIP are adopted.

Step 5. For isolated rural areas, is the project regionally significant per 40 CFR 93.101,
based on review by Interagency Consultation?

] If yes, go to Step 6.

[ If no, go to Step 8. The project, located in an isolated rural area, is not

regionally significant and does not require a regional emissions analysis (40
CFR 93.101 and 93.109[e]).

Step 6. Is the project included in another regional conformity analysis that meets the
isolated rural area analysis requirements per 40 CFR 93.109, including Interagency
Consultation and public involvement?

[ If yes, go to Step 8. The project, located in an isolated rural area, has met its
regional analysis requirements through inclusion in a previously-approved
regional conformity analysis that meets current requirements (40 CFR
93.109[e]).

[ If no, go to Step 7.

Step 7. The project, located in an isolated rural area, requires a separate regional
emissions analysis.

[ 1 Regional emissions analysis for regionally significant project, located in an
isolated rural area, is complete. Regional conformity analysis was conducted
that includes the project and reasonably foreseeable regionally significant
projects for at least 20 years. Interagency Consultation and public
participation were conducted. Based on the analysis, the interim or emission
budget conformity tests applicable to the area are met (40 CFR 93.109[e] and
95.105).2 Go to Step 8.

Step 8. Is the project located in a CO nonattainment or maintenance area? (South
Coast Air Basin only)

[ If no, go to Step 9. CO conformity analysis is not required.

[] If yes, hot-spot analysis requirements for CO per the CO Protocol (or per EPA’s

modeling guidance, CAL3QHCR can be used with EMFAC emission factors®) have
been met. Project will not cause or contribute to a new localized CO violation
(40 CFR 93.116 and 93.123)*. Go to Step 9.

Step 9. Is the project located in a PM10 and/or a PM2.5 nonattainment or maintenance
area?

[ If no, go to Step 13. PM2.5/PM10 conformity analysis is not required.

2 The analysis must support this conclusion before going to the next step.

3 Use of the CO Protocol is strongly recommended due to its use of screening methods to minimize the
need for modeling. When modeling is needed, the Protocol simplifies the modeling approach. Use of
CAL3QHCR must follow U.S. EPA'’s latest CO hot spot guidance, using EMFAC instead of MOVES; see:
http://www.epa.gov/otag/stateresources/transconf/projectlevel-hotspot.htm#co-hotspot.

4 As of October 1, 2007, there are no CO nonattainment areas in California. Therefore, the requirements
to not worsen existing violations and to reduce/eliminate existing violations do not apply.
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Transportation Air Quality Conformity Findings Checklist

[ If yes, go to Step 10.

Step 10. Is the project considered to be a Project of Air Quality Concern (POAQC), as
described in EPA’s Transportation Conformity Guidance for PM 10 and PM 2.57?
[ If no, the project is not a project of concern for PM10 and/or PM2.5 hot-spot

analysis based on 40 CFR 93.116 and 93.123 and EPA’s Hot-Spot Analysis
Guidance. Interagency Consultation concurred with this determination on
. Go to Step 12.

[ If yes, go to Step 11.

Step 11. The project is a POAQC.

[] The project is a project of concern for PM10 and/or PM2.5 hot-spot analysis

based on 40 CFR 93.116 and 93.123, and EPA’s Hot-Spot Guidance.
Interagency Consultation concurred with this determination on

Detailed PM hot-spot analysis, consistent with 40 CFR 93.116 and 93. 123 and
EPA’s Hot-Spot Guidance, shows that the project would not cause or
contribute to, or worsen, any new localized violation of PM10 and/or PM2.5
standards. Go to Step 12.

Step 12. Does the approved PM SIP include any PM10 and/or PM2.5 control measures
that apply to the project, and has a written commitment been made as part of the air
quality analysis to implement the identified SIP control measures? [Control measures
can be found in the applicable Federal Register notice at: https://www.epa.gov/state-
and-local-transportation/conformity-adequacy-review-region-9#ca.]

L1 If yes, a written commitment is made to implement the identified SIP control

measures for PM10 and/or PM2.5 through construction or operation of this
project (40 CFR 93.117). Go to Step 14.

L] If no, go to Step 13.

Step 13a. Have project-level mitigation or control measures for CO, PM10, and/or
PM2.5, included as part of the project’s design concept and scope, been identified as a
condition of the RTP or TIP conformity determination? AND/OR

Step 13b. Are project-level mitigation or control measures for CO, PM10, and/or PM2.5
included in the project’s NEPA document? AND

Step 13c (applies only if Step 13a and/or 13b are answered “yes”). Has a written
commitment been made as part of the air quality analysis to implement the identified
measures?

[ If yes to 13a and/or 13b and 13c, a written commitment is made to implement the
identified mitigation or control measures for CO, PM10, and/or PM2.5 through
construction or operation of this project. These mitigation or control
measures are identified in the project’s NEPA document and/or as conditions
of the RTP or TIP conformity determination (40 CFR 93.125(a)). Go to Step 14.

L] If no, go to Step 14.

Step 14. Does the project qualify for a Categorical Exclusion pursuant to 23 USC 3267
[ If yes, go to step 15.
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Transportation Air Quality Conformity Findings Checklist

[ If no, the project requires preparation of a Categorical Exclusion, EA, or EIS
pursuant to 23 USC 327. Go to Step 16.
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Transportation Air Quality Conformity Findings Checklist

Step 15. Is any analysis required by steps 1-13 of this form?°

[ If yes, then Caltrans prepares the appropriate analysis and documentation for the
project file and makes the conformity determination through its signature on the CE
form. No FHWA involvement is required. See the AQCA Annotated Outline. Go to
Step 18.

[] If no, then Caltrans makes the conformity determination through its signature on the
CE form. No FHWA involvement is required. Go to Step 18.

Step 16. Is the project located in a non-attainment/maintenance area for ozone only
and considered not regionally significant/non-exempt?

L] If yes, go to Step 18.6

[ If no, then an AQCA is needed. See the AQCA Annotated Outline. Caltrans submits

a conformity determination request to FHWA for FHWA'’s conformity determination.
Go to Step 17.

Step 17. Send FHWA Request for Conformity Determination package and FHWA
Submittal Package Checklist to DOTP- Air Quality (rodney.tavitas@dot.ca.gov) and
DEA-Air Quality (daisy.laurino@dot.ca.gov) for completeness review. Please direct
technical questions to DOTP-Air Quality office. Headquarters staff will coordinate with
FHWA on behalf of the district.

Date of FHWA air quality conformity determination:

Step 18. STOP as all air quality conformity requirements have been met.

SIGNATURE
Marisol Castro Piarssol Castro 03/02/2026
Environmental Scientist Signature Date

5 Please note that not all projects that qualify for a categorical exclusion will be exempt from air quality
conformity requirements. Many types of projects that may qualify for a CE (such as the addition of
auxiliary lanes less than one-mile, weaving lanes less than one-mile, turning lanes less than one-mile,
climbing lanes less than one-mile, parking, road diets, ramp metering, and even many bridge projects)
MAY require some level of project level conformity analysis and may even require interagency
consultation. Additionally, please note that for ALL projects the project file must include evidence that one
of the three following situations apply: 1) Conformity does not apply to the project area; or 2) The project
is exempt from all conformity analysis requirements; or 3) The project is subject to project-level conformity
analysis (and possibly regional conformity analysis) and meets the criteria for a conformity

determination. The project file must include all supporting documentation and this checklist.

6 Project-level conformity analysis shows that the project will conform to the State Implementation Plan.
Because the project area is Attainment/Unclassified for carbon monoxide (CO) and particulate matter
(PM10 and PM2.5), no hot spot analysis is required for the project-level conformity determination by 40
CFR 93.116 and 93.123. The project comes from a conforming Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) and
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). Include documentation of interagency consultation review in
the final CE/EA/EIS, if applicable.
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Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Category

Task and Brief Description

Source

Included in
PS&E
Package

Responsible
Branch/Staff

Task

Due Date Completed by

Action to Comply

Task
Completed
on

Remarks

Mitigation for
significant
impacts under
CEQA

Category

Task and Brief Description

Source

Included in
PS&E
Package

Responsible
Branch/Staff

Task

Due Date Completed by

Action to Comply

Task
Completed
on

Remarks

Mitigation for
significant
impacts under
CEQA

Air Quality

Air Quality BMPs

Implementation of
Caltrans Standard
Specifications, such as
complying with
air-pollution-control
rules, regulations,
ordinances, and
statutes that apply to
work performed under
the Contract and the
use of construction
best management
practices, would result
in reducing GHG
emissions from
construction activities,
including but not
limited to:

1. Regular vehicle and
equipment
maintenance

2. Limit idling of
vehicles and
equipment onsite

3. If practicable,
recycle nonhazardous
waste and excess
material. If recycling is
not practicable,
dispose of material

4. Use solar-powered
signal boards, if
feasible

5. Use tier 4 interim or
tier 4 final engines

Biology

Entrapment

To prevent entrapment
of wildlife during
construction, all
excavated,
steep-walled holes or
trenches more than six
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Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Category

Task and Brief Description

Source

Included in
PS&E
Package

Responsible
Branch/Staff

Action to Comply Due Date -(r:?)snln(pleted by

Task
Completed
on

Remarks

Mitigation for
significant
impacts under
CEQA

inches deep would be
covered at the close of
each working day with
plywood or similar
materials. Before holes
or trenches are filled,
they would be
thoroughly inspected
for trapped animals.
Prior to their arrival
onsite, all open-ended
pipes or similar
structures would be
sealed or capped and
remained capped or
sealed until they are
installed and
operational.

Biology

Firearms Restriction

Firearms will be
prohibited from the
construction site
except for those
carried by authorized
security personnel or
law enforcement.

Biology

Night Lighting

Artificial lighting will be
directed away from
vegetated areas and
only directed at areas
where active
construction is
occurring. If lighting
cannot be directed
away from vegetated
areas, shielding will be
implemented to avoid
spillover.

Biology

Non-Work Buffer

If an active nest is
discovered within the
work area, a
non-disturbance buffer
will be established at a
distance sufficient to
minimize disturbance
based on the nest
location, topography,




Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Category

Task and Brief Description

Source

Included in
PS&E
Package

Responsible
Branch/Staff

Action to Comply

Due Date

Task
Completed by

Task
Completed
on

Remarks

Mitigation for
significant
impacts under
CEQA

cover, the species’
sensitivity to
disturbance, and the
intensity/type of
potential disturbance.

Biology

Pet Restriction

Construction personnel
will not bring pets to
the construction site.

Biology

Preconstruction Surveys

If vegetation removal
or clearing and
grubbing occurs during
the nesting bird
season (February 1 to
September 30),
pre-construction
surveys for nesting
birds will be conducted
by the Department
Biologist no more than
72 hours prior to
construction.

Biology

Prohibition of Monofilament

Plastic monofilament
netting that could
entangle, entrap, or
injure special-status
species will not be
used.

Biology

Restoration and Weed Control

After construction is
complete, the
contractor will restore
disturbed
topographical contours
to preconstruction
conditions. The
contractor would
contain and remove
noxious weeds and
associated plant
material, and obtain all
permits, licenses, and
certifications for proper
disposal. The
contractor would
replant disturbed areas
with fast-growing
native grasses or a




Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Category

Task and Brief Description

Source

Included in
PS&E
Package

Responsible
Branch/Staff

Task

Action to Comply Due Date | completed by

Task
Completed
on

Remarks

Mitigation for
significant
impacts under
CEQA

native erosion control
seed mixture.

Biology

Staging

Staging and access
areas will be confined
to previously disturbed
areas that will be
cleared by the
Department Biologist.

Biology

Water Quality Best Management Practices (BMP)

The Project will
implement mandatory
BMPs defined in the
Caltrans Construction
Site Manual, follow
specifications provided
in Section 13 of the
Caltrans Standard
Specifications, and
comply with the
Caltrans National
Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System
Statewide Storm Water
Permit.

Biology

Work Window for Nesting Birds

Vegetation removal
and clearing and
grubbing activities will
be conducted during
the non-nesting
season (October 1 to
January 31) to the
maximum extent
practicable.

Cultural
Resources

Ground disturbing activities (e.g. excavation, vegetation
removal) may cause inadvertent discoveries of cultural
resources resulting in additional costs for further cultural
studies and potential project changes.

The Office of Cultural
Resource Studies will
be contacted
immediately and all
work will be halted
within 60 feet of the
discovery of any
cultural resources
unearthed during
construction.

Cultural
Resources

Previously Unidentified Cultural Resources

If previously
unidentified cultural
resources are




Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Category

Task and Brief Description

Source

Included in
PS&E
Package

Responsible
Branch/Staff

Task

Due Date Completed by

Action to Comply

Task
Completed
on

Remarks

Mitigation for
significant
impacts under
CEQA

unearthed during
construction, work
shall be halted in that
area until a qualified
archaeologist can
assess the significance
of the discovery.

Landscape

Construction Impacts on Vegetation

Where construction
activities, including
materials and
equipment storage, will
be near existing
vegetation, protect the
vegetation by means
of temporary high
visibility fencing. If any
vegetation is removed
or damaged during
construction,
replacement planting
will be required to
minimize the loss.

Landscape

Revegetation of Disturbed Areas

Revegetate disturbed
areas, including
construction staging
areas and temporary
access roads, with a
regionally appropriate,
drought-tolerant seed
mix.

Landscape

Store Construction Materials Out of View

Store construction
materials and
equipment in screened
staging area(s) beyond
direct view of the
motoring public and
residential properties
to the extent feasible.

Landscape

Use Directional Lighting for Night Work

For any night work,
limit construction
lighting to the area of
work and use
directional lighting
and/or shielding to
minimize light trespass
to residential
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Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Task Mitigation for

significant
Completed | Remarks impacts under

on CEQA

Task

Included in Responsible
Completed by

Category Task and Brief Description Source Egg‘kige Branch/Staff Action to Comply Due Date

neighborhoods.

Water Quality Water Quality BMPs The Best Management
Practices
recommended for this
project are as follow:
1) Job Site
Management:

. This practice
implements
non-stormwater
potential pollution
prevention such as
effective handling,
storage, usage, and
disposal practices to
control material
pollution and manage
waste at the job site
before they enter
storm drain systems
and receiving waters.
This practice also
recommends concrete
waste management to
minimize or eliminate
the discharge of
concrete waste
material to the storm
drain systems.

2) Sediment
Control

. Temporary
fiber Rolls: A fiber roll
consists of wood
excelsior, rice or wheat
straw, or coconut
fibers that is rolled or
bound into a tight
tubular roll and placed
on the toe and face of
slopes to intercept
runoff, reduce its flow
velocity, release the
runoff as sheet flow
and provide removal of
sediment from the

Water Quality WPCP Required The calculated DSA for
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Environmental Commitments Record for BRIDGE HEALTH PROJECT

Task Mitigation for

significant
Completed | Remarks impacts under

on CEQA

Included in ;
Category Task and Brief Description Source PS&E E?asr?gr:‘lgtbalf‘; Action to Comply Due Date

Package

Task
Completed by

this Project is less than
one acre, therefore,
preparation of a WPCP
is required. Best
Management Practices
(BMPs) must be
incorporated into
projects to reduce the
pollutants in
stormwater discharges
during construction to
the Maximum Extent
Practicable (MEP).
The WPCP addresses
potential temporary
impacts via
implementation of
appropriate BMPs,
which will be finalized
in the design phase.
Recommended items
include, but are not
limited to: Job Site
Management,
Drainage Inlet
Protection, Wind
Erosion Control,
Concrete Waste
Management,
Non-Stormwater
Management.

Environmental Branch Chief ) Resident Engineer (for Commitments During Construction)
Zachary Gifford Zac%rz, 2026 09:32:19 PST) 03/02/2026

Print Name Signature Date Print Name Signature Date

Project Engineer Project Manager
PERNG, REBECCA Abocoa Pung 03/02/2026

Print Name Signature Date Print Name Signature Date
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	CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM (rev. 06/2022)
	Project Information
	Project Description
	Caltrans CEQA Determination (Check one)
	Caltrans NEPA Determination (Check one)
	Continuation sheet:
	Walnut Creek (N680-N242 Connector), Bridge No. 28-0040G
	Grayson Creek Bridge No. 28-0180K
	The proposed scope of work for this bridge involves:
	 Patching deck spalls, preparing the concrete bridge surface, applying methacrylate treatment across the entire bridge deck, and removing and replacing joint seals.
	 Placing a 1-inch-thick polyester concrete overlay up to the face of the existing Type 736 barriers.
	 Cold planing to a depth of 0.15 inches, followed by a 0.15-inch thick HMA-A overlay to match the polyester concrete overlay at the structure approach and departure. This work will extend 60 feet from the structure approach to repair damaged flexible...
	 Providing adequate and safe transition pavement at both the approach and departure.
	Installing or replacing roadside delineators, guardrail delineators, concrete barrier markers, and object markers, as needed, in accordance with the California MUTCD Chapter 3F and the Traffic Safety Systems Guidance Manual.
	 Updating traffic delineation, including contrast striping on PCC pavement, to meet current standards.
	 The bridge identification will be painted on the left bridge rail at abutment 9 as "GRAYSON CREEK BR. NO. 28-0180K 2005."
	Grayson Creek Bridge No. 28-0180
	 Patching deck spalls, preparing the concrete bridge surface, applying methacrylate treatment across the entire bridge deck, and removing and replacing joint seals.


	EA 4W420 CE Checklist.pdf
	Categorical Exclusion Checklist
	PROJECT INFORMATION
	SECTION A: Type of CE
	1. Project is a CE under CE Assignment 23 USC 326 (activity must be listed in 23 CFR 771.117 (c) or (d) list (See Chapter 30 in the SER) or included in activities listed in Appendix A of the CE Assignment MOU to be eligible for 23 USC 326).
	2. Project is a CE for a highway project under NEPA Assignment 23 USC 327 (Use only if project does not qualify under CE Assignment 23 USC 326 (activities not included in question 1)).
	3. Independent Utility and Logical Termini
	4. Categorical Exclusions Defined (23 CFR 771.117[a]).
	5. Exceptions to Categorical Exclusions/Unusual Circumstances (23 CFR 771.117[b]).

	SECTION B: Compliance with FHWA NEPA policy to complete all other applicable environmental requirements0F  prior to making the NEPA determination:
	FSTIP
	Air Quality
	Cultural Resources
	Noise
	Biology
	Floodplains
	Waters, Wetlands
	Section 4(f) Transportation Act (23 CFR 774)
	Section 6(f) – Properties Acquired with Land and Water Conservation Fund grants
	Coastal Zone
	Coast Guard – Bridge Over Navigable Waters of the U.S.
	Relocation and Right of Way
	Hazardous Waste and Materials

	SECTION C: Certification
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