
 
Campus Planning 

100 Campus Center, Bldg 37 
Seaside, CA 93955-8001 

Notice of Exemption                       

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 
 
County of: Monterey 

From:   
The Trustees of The California State University  
401 Golden Shore      
Long Beach, CA 90802      

 
168 W Alisal Street, 1st Floor 
Salinas, CA 93901 
 
 
Project Title:  8th Street Re-Opening and Improvements Project 

Project Applicant: City of Marina 

Project Location - Specific: The project will occur on 8th Street between 3rd Avenue and 5th 
Avenue, on the California State University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) campus, in Marina 
California. 

Project Location – City: Marina 

Project Location County: Monterey 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The proposed project consists of roadway improvements along 8th Street between 3rd Avenue 
and 5th Avenue in the City of Marina, Monterey County. The project includes reconstruction 
and rehabilitation of the existing roadway; construction and replacement of curb, gutter, 
sidewalk, ADA-compliant curb ramps, bicycle lanes, and a multi-use path; installation of new 
pavement, pavement markings, traffic signage, and striping; and improvements to 
intersections, including curb returns and pedestrian crossings. The project also includes 
installation of a new storm drainage system consisting of pipelines, catch basins, manholes, 
infiltration chambers, and associated drainage facilities; grading; utility adjustments and 
relocations as necessary; demolition and replacement of existing pavement and other roadway 
improvements; and restoration of disturbed areas. Construction would occur within the existing 
roadway corridor on California State University, Monterey Bay-owned property and existing 
public rights-of-way. 

The purpose of the project is to rehabilitate existing transportation infrastructure, improve 
pedestrian, bicycle, and vehicular circulation, enhance accessibility in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), improve stormwater drainage, and maintain the long-
term functionality of the roadway. The primary beneficiaries of the project include California 



 
State University, Monterey Bay; the City of Marina; campus students, faculty, staff, and visitors; 
adjacent property owners; and the traveling public. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: The Trustees of The California State University 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Marina 

Exempt Status (check one): 
☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
☐   Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
☐  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
☒  Categorical Exemption.  Class 1: Existing Facilities, Sec. 15301; Class 2: Replacement 
or Reconstruction, Sec. 15302; Class 3: New Construction of Small Structures, Sec. 
15303; Class 4: Minor Alterations to Land, Sec. 15304 
☐  Statutory Exemptions.  
☒  Common Sense Exemption (Sec 1506(b)(3)) 

Reasons why the project is exempt: 

• Section 15301 – The proposed project consists of improvements to existing public 
roadway facilities, including reconstruction and rehabilitation of existing roadway 
pavement on 8th Street and California Avenue; replacement and construction of curb, 
gutter, sidewalks, ADA-compliant curb ramps, pedestrian crossings, bicycle lanes, and 
multi-use path improvements; replacement and upgrades to existing storm drainage 
infrastructure; utility adjustments; pavement markings; traffic signing; and striping. The 
project involves improvements to existing streets and associated facilities with 
negligible or no expansion of existing use and is therefore exempt pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301(c). 

• Section 15302 – The project includes replacement or reconstruction of existing roadway 
pavement, curb and gutter, sidewalks, storm drainage facilities, and related 
infrastructure in the same location and for substantially the same purpose and capacity 
as the facilities being replaced. Accordingly, these activities are exempt pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15302(c).  

• Section 15303 – The project includes installation of accessory infrastructure, including 
drainage structures, catch basins, utility appurtenances, traffic control devices, and 
similar small public facilities that support the existing roadway system. These 
improvements are exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15303.  

• Section 15304 – The project includes minor grading, excavation, trenching, and 
restoration associated with roadway improvements, utility work, drainage 



 
improvements, and landscaping restoration. These activities constitute minor 
alterations to land and are exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15304. 

• Section 15061(b)(3): Common Sense Exemption – Under CEQA Guidelines Section 
15061(b)(3), Review for Exemption (14 CCR Sec. 15061(b)(3)), activities are exempt 
from, and otherwise not subject to, CEQA under the "common sense" exemption where 
it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may 
have a significant effect on the environment. For the reasons stated above and with 
implementation of the already adopted avoidance and minimization measures, it has 
been determined with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed project 
would result in any significant effects on the environment.   
 

The proposed project consists of roadway improvements to an existing University-owned 
roadway and associated transportation facilities and involves negligible or no expansion of 
existing use. Accordingly, the project is categorically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Sections 15301, 15302, 15303, and 15304. 

Although the work will be performed by the City of Marina, the improvements are located on 
property owned by California State University, Monterey Bay. Accordingly, California State 
University, Monterey Bay is the CEQA Lead Agency for its approval of improvements on 
University-owned property. 

The proposed project would not have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual 
circumstances; would not result in damage to scenic resources within a Scenic Highway; is not 
located on a hazardous waste site pursuant to Sec. 65962.5 of the Government Code; would 
not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource; and would 
not result in cumulative impacts. Supplemental information relied upon for this Notice of 
Exemption is incorporated by reference and may be reviewed at the offices of CSUMB Facilities 
Management.  
 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Matthew McCluney, CSUMB Director of Campus Planning and 
Development 

Area Code/Telephone/Email: 831.582.4721 / mmccluney@csumb.edu 

If filed by applicant:  
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.  
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  

☐  Yes   ☐  No 

Signature:             

https://csumb-edu.na2.documents.adobe.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAuSVhV4zjfeFfcr415Q1NaarHLqtolgOF


 
☒  Signed by Lead Agency  ☐  Signed by Applicant 
 

Authority cited: Public Resources Code Section 21083 and 21110, Public Resources code.  
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.   
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