
Fee Exempt - Gov't Code §27383 

~· 
NOTI CE OF EX EMPTI ON 

TO: Office of Land Use and Cl imate Orange County Clerk-Recorder 

~ 
Innovation 

~ P.O. Box 238 
State Clearinghouse Santa Ana, CA 92702 
P. 0. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From City of Lake Forest - Community Development Department I Planning Division 
(Public 100 Civic Center Drive 
Agency): Lake Forest, CA 92630 

(949) 461-3400 

Project Tit le: Municipal Code Amendments (Title 5 and Tit le 9) related to group homes, resident ial care 
facil it ies, and board ing houses 

I. Project Applicant (include address, te lephone City of Lake Forest 

number and emai l address): Jennifer Mansur, Senior Planner 
100 Civic Center Drive 
Lake Forest, CA 92630 
(949) 461 -3472 
jmansur@lakeforestca.gov 

2. Project Locat ion - Identify street address and Citywide 

cross st reets or attach a map showing project 
site (preferably a USGS 15' or 71 / 2' 
topographica l map identified by quadrang le 
name): 

3. (a) Project Location - City: Lake Forest (b) Project Locat ion - County : Orange County 

4. Descript ion of nature, purpose, and Municipa l Code Amendments to amend Title 5 and 

benefic iar ies of Project: Title 9 (Zoning Code) of the Lake Forest Municipal 
Code related to group homes, res idential care 
facil ities, and boarding houses. The Zon ing Code 
Amendment includes updating definitions, more 
clearly prohibiting boarding houses from resident ial 
zones, add ing group homes as a permitted use in al l 
resident ial and mixed-use zoning districts, and 
updating references related to Municipal Code 
Chapter 5.44. The Municipal Code Amendment to 
amend Chapter 5.44 of the Lake Municipal Code 
includes new regulations and processing 
requ irements for a group home license. 

5. Name of Public Agency approv ing project: City of Lake Forest 

6. Name of Person or Agency undertak ing the City of Lake Forest 

project, including any person undertaking an Jennifer Mansur, Senior Planner 

activity that receives financia l assistance from 100 Civic Center Drive 

the Publi c Agency as part of the act iv ity or Lake Forest, CA 92630 

the person receiv ing a lease, permit, li cense, (949) 461-3472 
jmansur@lakeforestca.gov 
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certificate, or other entitlement of use from 
the Public Agency as part of the activity: 

7. Exempt status: (check one) 

(a) □ Ministerial project. (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA 
Guidelines§ 15268) 

(b) ~ Not a project. State CEQA Guidelines§ 15060(c)(2)-(3) 

(c) □ Declared Emergency (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA 
Guidelines§ 15269(a)) 

(d) □ Emergency Project. (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(4); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15269(b),(c)) 

(e) □ Categorical Exemption. 
State type and section number: 

(f) □ Statutory Exemption. 
State Code section number: 

(g) ~ Other. Explanation: State CEQA Guidelines§ 15061(b)(3) Common 
Sense exemption 

8. Reason why project was exempt This Municipal Code Amendment does not qualify as a "project" 
subject to CEQA because this Municipal Code Amendment will not result in a direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment. (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15060(c)(2)-(3), 
15378.) Notably, this Municipal Code Amendment serves to create regulations and an administrative 
process for group homes, including residential care facilities. This Municipal Code Amendment 
authorizes no new development and will not result in any construction or any other physical change to 
the environment. Thus, this Municipal Code Amendment will not result in direct or reasonably 
foreseeable indirect physical changes in the environment and is not a "project" within the meaning of 
CEQA. 

In the alternative, if this Municipal Code Amendment is a project subject to CEQA, this Municipal Code 
Amendment is exempt from environmental review. For the same reasons the Municipal Code 
Amendment does not qualify as a "project," this Municipal Code Amendment falls within the "common 
sense" exemption because "it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in 
question may have a significant effect on the environment." (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15061(b)(3).) 
Specifically, and as noted above, this Municipal Code Amendment will not result in any construction or 
any other physical change to the environment because it involves creating regulations and an 
administrative process for group homes, including residential care facilities. Thus, there is no possibility 
that this Municipal Code Amendment would have a significant effect on the environment. As a result, 
this Municipal Code Amendment is not subject to CEQA 

9. Lead Agency Contact Person: Jennifer Mansur, Senior Planner 

Telephone: (949) 461-3472 

10. If filed by applicant: Attach Certificate of Determination (Form "B") before filing. 

11. Was a public hearing held by the Lead Agency to consider the exemption? Yes ~ No □ 

If yes, the date of the public hearing was: July 7, 2026 
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Date: 7/22/2026 

Name: Jennifer Mansur, AICP 

Title: Senior Planner 

~ Signed by Lead Agency 

Date Received for Filing: 

□ Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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