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Appendix C

Lower Wildcat Creek Restoration Project, CP#25-31

Contra Costa County Department of Conservation and Development Syd Sotoodeh

925-655-287730 Muir Road

Martinez 94553 Contra Costa

Contra Costa North Richmond

North Verde Ave and 4th Street 94801

37 57 35.8 122 22 09.5

408-170-064, 409-300-CCC, 409-300-XXX, 409-300-036, 409-311-001 N/A T01N R05W Mt. Diablo

I-80, I-580 Wildcat Creek, San Pablo Creek, San Pablo Bay

N/A See Attachment A See Attachment A

Fish Passage/Flood Control

Fish passage restoration and flood control

Light industrial, residential/Planned Unit (P-1)/Open Space (OS), Public/Semi-Public (PS), Light Industry (LI); Parks and Recreation, Business/Light Industrial

See Attachment A
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Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Attachment A 
Lower Wildcat Creek Restoration Project, CP#25-31 

 
Project Location: 
APN’s: 408-170-064, 409-300-CCC, 409-300-XXX, 409-300-036, 409-311-001 
 
Railways: Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART), Amtrak, Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) Railroad, Union 
Pacific Railroad (UPRR) 
 
Schools: Bayview Elementary School, Lake Elementary School, Verde Elementary School, Dover 
Elementary School, Downer Elementary School, Chavez Elementary School, Peres K-8 School, Rivet 
School, Sylvester Greenwood Academy, West Contra Costa Unified School District, Nystrom Elementary 
School, Coronado Elementary School, Richmond College Prep Schools Charter 
 
Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: 
 
Present Land Use: The land uses adjacent to and included in the Project Site are light industrial and 
residential, with light industrial buildings, schools, and housing along the creek corridor. Adjacent lands 
include a railroad line. 
 
Zoning:   
Contra Costa County: Planned Unit (P-1)  
 
General Plan Designation:  
Contra Costa County: Open Space (OS), Public/Semi-Public (PS), Light Industry (LI) 
City of Richmond: Parks and Recreation, Business/Light Industrial 
 

Project Description:  
The purpose of the Lower Wildcat Creek Restoration Project (Project) is to restore flood conveyance 
capacity of an approximately 4,500-foot stretch of lower Wildcat Creek to restore fish passage within that 
reach, and to enhance the vegetated riparian habitat. This will be accomplished by removing excess 
sediment and vegetation so that water can move more freely through the low-flow channel and adjacent 
high-flow floodplain of the creek. The Project consists of the following elements: 

• Remove excess sediment and debris from select reaches of the creek. Within the creek’s 
previously excavated low-flow channel, recently accumulated sediment which has deposited to 
depths up to approximately 2-6 feet and debris jams or other obstructions that impede fish 
passage and/or flows will be removed. Within the north floodplain between the low-flow channel 
and the trail, silt and other recent deposits will be excavated up to approximately 1-5 feet where 
necessary to improve flood capacity.  

• Remove vegetation and trees, predominantly willows, that have spread onto the northern 
floodplains beyond established maintenance zones of the riparian forest that flanks the 
established low-flow channel. The Project will promote a shift of species in the riparian corridor 
to ecologically desired native species with lower hydraulic roughness that do not significantly 
impede stream flows. This will be done by removing willows that trap sediment, and planting tree 
species that allow sediment to flow through. Trees growing in the channel that block the flow of 
the creek will also be removed. 



• Install several small drainage swales within the floodplain to help return water back to the creek’s 
low-flow channel and reduce the formation of unwanted secondary low-flow channels on the 
floodplain. Where they connect to the low-flow channel, these drainage swales will create habitat 
alcoves that add ecological value and help to reduce fish stranding following high-flows. Several 
other channel stabilizing measures are proposed to prevent a secondary low-flow channel from 
forming on the unshaded floodplain. 

• Create in-stream habitat features for fish, including two log habitat structures that also help to 
retain baseflow within the low-flow channel and fish resting pools. 

• Enhance the adjacent riparian corridor habitat through removal of invasive plants and installation 
of native vegetation. 

• Increase the level of flood protection from approximately 700-800 cubic feet per second to 
approximately 1,130 cfs in the Project reach. 
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