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NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE

DECLARATION

PROJECT: Conditional Use Permit No. CUP24-014

APPLICANT: Gemperle Family Farms / Gemperle Bros, 10218 Lander Avenue, Turlock, CA 95380

PROJECT LOCATION: The proposed project is located on the south side of West Fowler Road, approximately 730
feet west of North Lander Avenue (State Route [SR] 165) near the unincorporated community of Hilmar in Merced
County, California (Assessor’s Parcel Number 045-100-033).
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: A request to construct and operate a new manure processing facility as an
addition/expansion to the Gemperle Family Farms operation including the construction of three buildings totaling
approximately 162,000 square feet, along with associated equipment, internal driveways, parking, utilities, and
supporting infrastructure necessary to produce organic fertilizer pellets. The project site is designated Agricultural
land use in the General Plan and zoned A-1 (General Agricultural).

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: Merced County has prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration in accordance with California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15070. The Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration represents the County's independent judgment and analysis. Based upon the
Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration, the proposed Project will not have a significant effect on the
environment with the implementation of mitigation measures. Further, the County did not identify any significant,
unavoidable impacts that require further analysis in an Environmental Impact Report.

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD: July 16, 2026 — August 17, 2026

The IS/MND is being circulated for a 30-day review period pursuant to State Law. Any person wishing to comment
on the environmental document must submit their comments in written format either by mail or email (only) prior to
the close of business on August 17, 2026, at 5:00 pm. The IS/MND is available to review within the Merced County
Clerk’s Office located at 2222 M Street, 3 Floor, Merced, CA 95340, Monday through Friday, between the hours
of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM and on the County’s website at www.countyofmerced.com/414/Environmental-Documents.
All comments (via correspondence) and materials received prior to the date of the Project's public hearing will be
submitted to the Community and Economic Development Director for consideration. For further information
regarding this project, please contact Mark Hamilton, project planner at (209) 385-7654 x 4419 or email at
mark.hamilton@countyofmerced.com.

The County of Merced Community and Economic Development Department has determined that the above project
will not have a significant effect on the environment and has recommended adoption of a mitigated negative
declaration. The Planning Commission will consider the proposed project and the proposed mitigated negative
declaration, at the public hearing to be scheduled at a later date. The mitigated negative declaration for the proposed
project is available for review within the Merced County Clerk’s Office located at 2222 M Street, 3 Floor, Merced
CA, 95340 Monday through Friday, between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM and on the County’s website at
www.countyofmerced.com/414/Environmental-Documents, listed under Environmental Documents.

Any person wishing to comment on the proposed project may submit their comments in writing by mail or email, or
by phone by the closing date of this notice prior to the close of business on August 17, 2026, at 5:00 pm. All
comments received prior to the end of the public comment period will be submitted to the Planning Commission for
consideration, in addition to any oral testimony, before making a decision on the proposed project. All
correspondence received before and during the public comment period will be distributed to the Planning
Commission and retained for the official record.

If this project is challenged in court, the issues may be limited to those raised at the public hearing, described in this
notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning Director at, or prior to, the public hearing. Be advised
that as a result of public hearings and comment, the Planning Commission may amend, in whole or in part, the
proposed project. Accordingly, the designations, development standards, design or improvements, or any
properties or lands within the boundaries of the proposed project, may be changed in a way other than specifically
proposed.

Please send all written correspondence to:

Merced County Community & Economic Development Department
Attn: Mark Hamilton

2222 M Street

Merced, CA 95340

Email: mark.hamilton@countyofmerced.com
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State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
;¥ DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

Print

RECEIPT NUMBER:

24-07/14/2026-0079
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (/f applicable)

Save

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE

MERCED COUNTY COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 07/14/2026
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
MERCED COUNTY 2026-EIR-079
PROJECT TITLE

CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT NO. CUP24-014

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
GEMPERLE FAMILY FARMS/GEMPERLE BROS.
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
MERCED COUNTY COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT. 2222 M ST MERCED CA 95340
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) -
Local Public Agency [] School District [] Other Special District [ state Agency [ Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

[ Environmental impact Report (EIR) $ 422750 s ] )
[0 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $ 3,043.75 s ) -
[ Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $ 143725 3% )

B Exempt from fee
[® Notice of Exemption (attach)
[0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
[&l Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

O Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $ 85000°%

E County documentary handling fee $ 50.00 $

[ Other $ o
PAYMENT METHOD:

O Cash [ Credit [0 Check [J Other TOTAL RECEIVED  § 0.00
SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

Rodp- L Lo .

X / E Ralph Williams ~ Deputy Clerk
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