
oab-sftsd-jul26item01 
Attachment 10
Page 1 of 13 

Attachment 10: Various CEQA Documents 
From Monterey County Office of Education

Description: Item 9, Attachment 10, included in the California State Board of 
Education Agenda for July 8, 2026.

This PDF was provided, as is, to the California Department of Education (CDE) by 
Monterey County Office of Education. This PDF is posted to the CDE website to meet 
the legal requirements of California Education Code Section 35753. For more 
information regarding the content of this material, please contact the School Facilities 
and Transportation Services Division by phone at 916-322-2470 or by email at 
SFTSD@cde.ca.gov.

California Department of Education, July 2026

mailto:SFTSD@cde.ca.gov


I

'|

Notice of Exemption

To: Hz Office ofPlanning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 212
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

From: (Public Agency)
Monterey County Office ofEducation
(Monterey County Board ofEducation)
901 Blanco Circle
Salinas, CA 9390 l

IZ] County Clerk
County ofMonterey
168 West Alisal St, l" Floor
Salinas, CA 9390l

Project Title: South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

Project Applicant: Monterey County Committee on School District Organization

Project Location - Specific: South Monterey County Joint Union High School District Boundary

Project Location - City: Greenfield, King City Project Location - County: Monterey

FILED
FEB I 3 2026

XOCHITL MARINA CAMACHO

'@?é1I&§§xdwuww seem
7-6 'LG - o 6 2 3

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of the Project:
Nature: The proposed project consists of unifying Greenfield Union Elementary School District and Greenfield High School
into a new Greenfield Unified School District, and unifying King City Elementary School District, King City High School,
Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola-Butler Continuation High School into a new King City Unified School
District. Greenfield High School, King City High School, Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola-Butler
Continuation High School are currently part of the South Monterey County Joint Union High School District. The South
Monterey County Joint Union High School District would be dissolved. The proposed project would not result in physical
changes or change student enrollment and the new unified school district would continue to accommodate current programs,
Purpose: in the State ofCalifornia, the goals for school district reorganization (e.g., unification) include promoting a high-
quality education, fiscal responsibility, equitable access to educational resources and programs, and aligning boundaries with
changing community needs.
Beneficiaries: Students within the unification boundary areas and taxpayers.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Monterey County Office ofEducation (Monterey County Board of Education)

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Monterey County Office ofEducation (Monterey County Board of
Education)

Exempt Status: (check one)
El
cl
131
CI
IX!
Cl

Ministerial (Sec. 2l080(b)(l); l 5268);
Declared Emergency (Sec. 2l080(b)(3); l 5269(a));
Emergency Project (Sec. 2 l 080(b)(4); l 5269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
Common Sense Exemption. Article 5, Section 15061 (b)(3)
Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:
The proposed project would not result in physical changes or change student enrollment and the new unified school districts
would continue to accommodate current programs. The proposed project would not have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment. See attachment.

Signature:

Area CodeI1'elephonelExtension:Lead Agency Contact: Dr. Colleen Stanley

If filed by applicant:
l. Attach certified document ofexemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of emption filed by the public agency approving the project" U Yes

831-755-0308

.c
O No

_ Date: January 29, 2026 Title: Consultant to Office ofEducation

El Signed by Lead Agency

I] Signed by Applicant
Date received for filing at OPR'

Revised 201 I

POSTED 30 DAYS



South Monterey County School Districts
Reorganization and Unification
Description and Evidence for
Common Sense Exemption

Project Description
The proposed project includes the following three actions, which would not result in physical

changes or change student enrollment and the new unified school district would continue to

accommodate current programs.

Greenfield Schools Unification

This proposed action consists of unifying Greenfield Union Elementary School District and

Greenfield High School into a new Greenfield United School District.

King City Schools Unification

This proposed action consists of unifying King City Elementary School District, King City High

School, Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola-Butler Continuation High School into a

new King City Unified School District.

South Monterey County Joint Union High School District Dissolution

Greenfield High School, KingCity High School, Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola-

Butler Continuation High School are currently part of the South Monterey County joint Union High

School District. The South Monterey County joint Union High School District would be dissolved.

Common Sense Exemption and Evidence
The proposed project qualifies for a common sense exemption under Public Resources Code Article

19, Section l5061(b)(3) of the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA).

Description and Evidence for Common Sense Exemption 1
South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

EMC Planning Group
January 29. 2026
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Section 15061 (b)(3)

The proposed project is covered by the comment sense exemption, as presented below in (b)(3}.

(H)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(c)

(2)

(3)

(4)

"15061. Review for Exemption

Once a lead agency has determined that an activity is a project subject to CEQA, a lead

agency shall determine whether the project is exempt from CEQA.

A project is exempt from CEQA IE

(1) The project is exempt by statute {see, e.g. Article 18, commencingwith Section

15260}.

The project is exempt pursuant to a categorical exemption (see Article 19,

commencing with Section 15300) and the application of that categorical exemption is

not barred by one of the exceptions set forth in Section 15300.2.

The activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to

projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.

Where it can be seen with certainty diet there is no possibility that the activity in

question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject

to CEQA.

The project will be rejected or disapproved by a public agency. (See Section

152'/0(b)) .

(5) The project is exempt pursuant to the provisions of Article 12.5 of this Chapter

Each public agency should include in its implementing procedures a listing of the projects

often handled by the agency that the agency has determined to be exempt. This listing

should be used in preliminary review.

After determining that a project is exempt, the agency may prepare a Notice of Exemption

as provided in Section 15062. Although the notice may be kept with the project application

at this time, the notice shall not be filed with the Office of Planning and Research or the

county clerk until the project has been approved.

When a non-elected official or decisionmaking body of a local lead agency decides that a

project is exempt from CEQA, and the public agency approves or determines to carry out

the project, the decision that die project is exempt may be appealed to the local lead

agency's elected decisionmaking body, if one exists. A local lead agency may establish

procedures governing such appeals."

Description and Evidence for Common Sense Exemption 2
South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

EMC Planning Group
January 29, 2026
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Evidence and Findings

The unification of the Greenfield schools, the unification of the King City schools, and the

dissolution of the South Monterey County joint Union High School District would not result in

physical changes or change student enrollment causing changes in traffic patterns and the new

unified school districts would continue to accommodate current programs. Therefore, these

activities are covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which

have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with

certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the

environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

Description and Evidence forCommon Sense Exemption a
South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

EMC Planning Group
January 29. 2026
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State of California - Department of Fish andWildlife
2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.53

RECEIPT MJMBER:

27-02132026-023

rArE CLEARIN'§HOUSE numaeRI¢ff5pp7i¢aue)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPEORPRINTCLEARLY.
LEADAGENCY

MONTEREY COUNTY OFFICE OF EDUCATION
LEADAGENIY EMAIL DATE

02/13/2026

COUNTYISTATEAGENCYOF FILING
MONTEREY

PROJECT TITLE

SOUTH MONTEREY COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS REORGANIZATION AND UNIFICATION

DOCUMENT NUMBER
2026-0023

PROJECTAPPLICANT NAME

MONTEREY COUNTY COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER

(831) 755-0308

PROJECTAPPLICANTADDRESS
901 BLANCO CIRCLE

STATE

CA

CITY

SALINAS

ZIP CODE

93901

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appaupnale box)

x Local PublicAgency la School ossmct la Other Special Distncl E] State Agency [j Private Entity

CHECK APPLiCABLE FEES:

CI Environmental Ismael Report (EIR)

0 Mitigated/Negative Declaratnm (MND)(ND)

U Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - paymentdue drectty to CDFW

$4,227.50
$3,043.75
$1,437 25

s

s

s

KI Exanpt hum fee
Noticeof Exemption (attach)

EI co|:w No Effect Detamunation (attach)
D Fee previously paid (attach previwsly issued cash receipt oapy)

D Water Rigm Application or Petition Fee (StateWater Resources Control Board only)
IX] CamMydoc unTartary handling [ee

D Gnu
PAYMENTMETHOD:

D Cash Cl Credit

$85000 s

s

s

m Check 0 Olher TOTAL RECEIVED s

-.-._$5o.oo

$50.00

$iGN1IiTURE

Brendamonroy
X

ENCYOF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

Counter 5 Workstation, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder

DFW 753.53 (Ran. 01012026)
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,State of California - Department ofFish andWildlife

2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/26) Previously DFG753.58
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STATE CLEARIngHOUSE NUMBER (II applicable)
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CITY
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ZIP CODE

93901

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropna!e box)
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CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

D Enviroimental Ismael Recon (EIR)

D Miilgatedmegative Declaraiim (MND)(ND)

D Certrtied Regulatory Program (CRP) document - paymentdue drecuy to CDFW

$4,227.50

$3,043.75
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s

$

s

IX] Exanpl from fee

IZ! Noticeof Exanption (attach)
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U Olhel'
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BOARD AGENDA ITEM ACTION

: Dr. Deneen Guss, County Superintendent and
Secretary to the County Committee on School District Organization

FROM : Dr. Colleen Stanley, Chief Business Official
Finance and Business Services

SUBJECT' Greenfield School District Unification and King city School District
Unification Project - Report On Environmental Study

The Monterey County Committee on School District Organization retained EMC
Planning Group to fulfill its requirements for the environmental review of the
proposed Unification of Greenfield Elementary School District with Greenfield
High School and the Unification of King City Elementary School District with King
City High School.

EMC Planning issued its report on January 29, 2026 determining that the
reorganization of South Monterey County Joint Union High School District into
two unified school districts, one conterminous with Greenfield Union School
District and one conterminous with King city Union School District, qualified for a
"common sense" exemption under Public Resources Code Article 19, section
1506(b)(3) of the Guidelines for Implementation.

EMC planning determined that the unification project is covered under section
b(3), the common sense exemption, because "CEQA applies only to projects
which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.
Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in
question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not
subject to CEQA."

EMC made this determination based on the following evidence and findings:

The unification of the Greenfield Schools, the unification of the King city
Schools, and the dissolution of the South Monterey County Joint Union
High School District would not result in physical changes or changes in
student enrollment that would cause changes in traffic patterns, and the
new unified school districts would continue to accommodate current
programs.



Saby

A full copy of the EMC planning Group report is attached and has been posted on
the website of the Monterey County Committee for School District Organization,
where information on the unifications of the Greenfield Schools and the King City
Schools can be found. A copy of the report will also be provided to each affected
school district and to the chief petitioners on the petition for the unification of
Greenfield Union Elementary School District.

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

That the Monterey County Committee on School District Organization
receive and file the January 29, 2026, report of EMC Planning attached
hereto.

Finance an wices

For Presentation to the Monterey County Committee
on School District Organization on February 11, 2026



Notice of Exemption

To: [XI Office ofPlanning and Research
P.O. Box 3044, 1400 Tenth Street, Room 212
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

From: (Public Agency)
Monterey County Office of Education
(Monterey County Board of Education)
901 Blanco Circle
Salinas, CA 9390 l

IZ! County Clerk
County of Monterey
168 West Alisal St, l" Floor
Salinas, CA 9390 l

Project Title: South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

Project Applicant: Monterey County Committee on School District Organization

Project Location - Specific: South Monterey County Joint Union High School District Boundary

Project Location - City: Greenfield, King City Project Location - County: Monterey

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of the Project:
Nature: The proposed project consists ofunifying Greenfield Union Elementary School District and Greenfield High School
into a new Greenfield Unified School District, and unifying King City Elementary School District, King City High School,
Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Ponola-Butler Continuation High School into a new King City Unified School
District. Greenfield High School, King City High School, Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola-Butler
Continuation High School are currently part of the South Monterey County Joint Union High School District. The South
Monterey County Joint Union High School District would be dissolved. The proposed project would not result in physical
changes or change student enrollment and the new unified school district would continue to accommodate current programs.
Purpose: In the State ofCalifomia, the goals for school district reorganization (e.g., unification) include promoting a high-
quality education, fiscal responsibility, equitable access to educational resources and programs, and aligning boundaries with
changing community needs.
Beneficiaries: Students within the unification boundary areas and taxpayers.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Monterey County Office ofEducation (Monterey County Board ofEducation)

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Monterey County Office ofEducation (Monterey County Board of
Education)

Exempt Status: (check one)
D Ministerial (Sec. 2l080(b)(l); I 5268);
I:I
U
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D

Declared Emergency (Sec. 2l080(b)(3); l 5269(a));
Emergency Project (Sec. 2 I 080(b)(4); I 5269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
Common Sense Exemption. Article 5, Section 15061 (b)(3)
Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:
The proposed project would not result in physical changes or change student enrollment and the new unified school districts
would continue to accommodate current programs. The proposed project would not have the potential for causing a
significant effect on the environment. See attachment.

Signature:

Area Codel'I'elephoneIExtension: 831-755-0308Lead Agency Contact: Dr. Colleen Stanley

If tiled by applicant:
I. Attach certified document ofexemption finding.
2. Has a Notice ofExemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? III Yes

Date: January 29, 2026

l:INo

Title: Consultant to Office ofEducation

Cl Signed by Lead Agency

C] Signed by Applicant
Date received for filing at OPR:

Revised 201 l



South Monterey County School Districts
Reorganization and Unification
Description and Evidence for
Common Sense Exemption

Project Description
The proposed project includes the following three actions, which would not result in physical

changes or change student enrollment and the new unified school district would continue to

accommodate current programs.

Greenfield Schools Unification

This proposed action consists ofunifying Greenfield Union Elementary School District and

Greenfield High School into a new Greenfield Unified School District.

King City Schools Unification

This proposed action consists of unifying King City Elementary School District, King City High

School, Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola~Butlcr Continuation High School into a
new King City Unified School District.

South Monterey County Joint Union High School District Dissolution

Greenfield High School, King City High School, Pinnacle Coastal Valley High School, and Portola-

Butler Continuation High School are currently part of the South Monterey Counryjoint Union High

School District. The South Monterey County joint Union High School District woukl be dissolved.

Common Sense Exemption and Evidence
The proposed project qualifies for a common sense exemption under Public Resources Code Article

19, Section 1506l(b)(3) of the Guidelines for Implementation of the California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA) .

Description and Evidence for Common Sense Exemption 1
South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

EMC Planning Group
January 29, 2026



Section 15061 (b)(3)

(a)

(¢)

(e)

(2)

(3)

(4)

The proposed project is covered by the comment sense exemption, as presented below in (b)(3).

"15061. Review for Exemption

Once a lead agency has determined that an activity is a project subject to CEQA, a lead

agency shall determine whether the project is exempt from CEQA.

(b) A project is exempt from CEQA if:

(1) The project is exempt by statute (see, e.g. Article 18, commencingwith Section

15260) .

The project is exempt pursuant to a categorical exemption (see Article 19,

commencing with Section 15300) and the application of dlat categorical exemption is

not barred by one of the exceptions set Forth in Section 15300.2.

The activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to

projects which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment.

Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in

question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject

to CEQA.

The project will be rejected or disapproved by a public agency. (See Section

15270(b)).

(5) The project is exempt pursuant to the provisions ofArticle 12.5 of this Chapter

Each public agency should include in its implementing procedures a listing of the projects

often handled by the agency that the agency has determined to be exempt. This listing

should be used in preliminary review.

(d) After determining that a project is exempt, the agency may prepare a Notice of Exemption

as provided in Section 15062. Although the notice may be kept with the project application

at this time, the notice shall not be Filed with the Office of Planning and Research or the

county clerk until the project has been approved.

When a non-elected official or decisionmaking body of a local lead agency decides that a

project is exempt from CEQA, and the public agency approves or determines to can'y out

the project, the decision that the project is exempt may be appealed to the local lead

agency's elected decisionmaking body, if one exists. A local lead agency may establish

procedures governing such appeals."

Description and Evidence for CommonSense Exemption 2
South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

EMC Planning Group
January 29, 2026



Evidence and Findings

The unification of the Greenfield schools, the unification of the King City schools, and the

dissolution of the South Monterey County joint Union High School District would not result in

physical changes or change student enrollment causing changes in traffic patterns and the new

unified school districts would continue to accommodate current programs. Therefore, these

activities are covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which

have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with

certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect on the

environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA.

Description and Evidence for CommonSense Exemption 3
South Monterey County School Districts Reorganization and Unification

EMC Planning Group
January 29, 2026




