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Subject:  SCH No. 2026070327 – Mitigated Negative Declaration for Pebbly Beach 

Landfill Site Optimization – Los Angeles County 
 
Dear Mr. Glaser: 
 
Thank you for allowing the Department of Resources Recycling and Recovery 
(CalRecycle) staff to provide comments on the proposed project and for your agency’s 
consideration of these comments as part of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) process. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning, acting as Lead Agency, has 
prepared and circulated a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) in order to 
comply with CEQA and to provide information to, and solicit consultation with, 
Responsible Agencies in the approval of the proposed project.  
 
The Pebbly Beach Landfill (PBL) Site Optimization Project (proposed project) site is 
within the existing PBL (Solid Waste Information System (SWIS) No. 19-AA-0061) 
located on the southeast edge of Santa Catalina Island (Catalina), south of the City of 
Avalon.  The project is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County, with a street 
address of 1 Dump Road, Avalon, California 90704.  The landfill is located 
approximately 2.3 miles south of the city of Avalon.  The project site is approximately 
7.7 acres in size, with 5.6 acres consisting of the PBL waste disposal footprint.  Other 
structures on site include a Materials and Recovery Facility (MRF), a truck and 
equipment maintenance building, truck refueling above-ground storage tank, and 
above-ground water storage tank, located on the south side of the landfill.  The project 
site is designated as Utilities and Industrial by the Santa Catalina Local Coastal Plan 
and as Non-Urban in the Los Angeles County General Plan.  No permitted residential 
developments are adjacent to or within 1,000 feet of the project site.  The closest 
residential developments are located approximately 1,600 feet north of the project site. 
 
The proposed project involves optimizing the life of the PBL site primarily through the 
construction of an approximately 20-foot-high Mechanically Stabilized Earth (MSE) wall 
placed at the toe of the slope.  Waste would be filled against the MSE wall and would 
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project back to the top deck at an average grade of 2:1 (horizontal run to vertical rise), 
allowing sufficient space to construct a final cover system that would tie into a concrete 
v-ditch installed along the top of the wall to intercept and divert surface water to the 
original discharge locations.  The resulting final elevation (including final cover) would 
be 305 feet above mean sea level (amsl), an increase of 45 feet over the currently 
permitted maximum final elevation of 260 feet amsl and 60 feet higher than the current 
elevation of 245 feet amsl.  Remaining airspace was calculated by accounting for a 3-
foot-thick evapotranspirative final cover, resulting in approximately 183,000 cubic yards 
(cy) of remaining space.  At the annual daily average of 20 tons per day (tpd) of waste 
placed, the landfill closure date would extend to 2045. 
 
COMMENTS 
CalRecycle staff’s comments on the proposed project are listed below.  Where a 
specific location in the document is noted for the comment, please ensure the comment 
is addressed throughout all sections of the Draft MND, in addition to the specific location 
noted. 
 
Comment 1 – Regarding the estimated closure year, page 14, Project Description, 
states that the landfill closure date would extend to 2045.  However, throughout the 
document, such as the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emission Study (Appendix A) 
and the Biota Report (Appendix B), it is stated that the site life would be extended to 
2048.  What is the actual estimated closure year? 2045 or 2048? 
 
Comment 2 – Regarding the increase in elevation, page 14, Project Description, states 
that the final elevation will be 305 feet amsl, representing a 45-foot increase over the 
currently permitted maximum final elevation of 260 feet amsl.  However, throughout the 
document, such as the Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emission Study and the Biota 
Report, it is stated that the height of the PBL would increase from its current height by 
approximately 50 feet.  A 50-foot increase would result in a maximum final elevation of 
310 feet amsl.  What will be the maximum final elevation?  305 feet amsl or 310 feet 
amsl? 
 
Comment 3 – Regarding the design capacity, page 14, Project Description, states that 
the project consists of the phased construction of an approximate 20-foot tall 
Mechanically Stabilized Earth wall placed at the toe of slope on the easternmost 
boundary of the landfill's limit of waste, to increase capacity.  The currently permitted 
design capacity on the Solid Waste Facility Permit is 128,000 cubic yards.  With the 
implementation of the wall, what will the new total design capacity be? 
 
Comment 4 – The proposed project changes are considered significant changes, as 
defined in Title 27 California Code of Regulations (27 CCR), section 21563(d)(6) and 
will require a Solid Waste Facility Permit revision, pursuant to 27 CCR 21665(e).  
Please reach out to the Local Enforcement Agency (LEA) regarding the permit revision 
process. 
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Solid Waste Regulatory Oversight 
The Los Angeles County Department of Public Health, Solid Waste Management 
Program, is the LEA for Los Angeles County and responsible for providing regulatory 
oversight of solid waste handling activities, including inspections.  Please contact Karen 
Gork of the LEA at (626) 430-5540 or kgork@ph.lacounty.gov to discuss the regulatory 
requirements for the proposed project. 
 
CONCLUSION 
CalRecycle staff thanks the Lead Agency for the opportunity to review and comment on 
the environmental document and hopes that this comment letter will be useful to the 
Lead Agency preparing the Final MND and in carrying out their responsibilities in the 
CEQA process. 
 
CalRecycle staff requests copies of any subsequent environmental documents, copies 
of public notices and any Notices of Determination for this proposed project.  
 
If the environmental document is adopted during a public hearing, CalRecycle staff 
requests 10 days advance notice of this hearing.  If the document is adopted without a 
public hearing, CalRecycle staff requests 10 days advance notification of the date of the 
adoption and proposed project approval by the decision-making body. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these comments, please contact me at 
916.341.6634 or by e-mail at Lor.Xiong@calrecycle.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Lor Xiong, Environmental Scientist 
Permitting & Assistance Branch – South Unit 
Waste Permitting, Compliance & Mitigation Division 
CalRecycle 
 
 
cc: Benjamin Escotto, Supervisor 
 Permitting & Assistance Branch – South Unit 
  
           Karen Gork, Manager  
 LEA  
 
 Jackeline Cordero, Director 
 City of Avelon Public Works 
 
 Brenda Eells, Principal 
 Rincon Consultants 
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