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Bella Vista Highline Water Main Repair Project

Montecito Water District

Adam Kanold, Assistant General Manager / Engineering Manager

akanold@montecitowater.com 805-969-2271

Montecito (unincorporated)                                                      Santa Barbara County

The proposed project consists of repairs to two damaged segments of the existing Highline Water Main Pipeline in the 
community of Montecito in Santa Barbara County. The pipeline was exposed and displaced by landslides during the 
January 2023 storm event. The project would restore the pipeline to current engineering standards, improve long-term 
reliability, and reduce vulnerability to future slope instability. Work would occur at two locations along 2500 East Valley 
Road and would include installation of a temporary above-ground bypass pipeline to maintain uninterrupted water service 
during construction; removal and replacement of approximately 245 linear feet of pipeline in the eastern ravine and 
approximately 110 linear feet of pipeline in the western ravine; installation of geocell slope stabilization features above 
the pipeline segments; and installation of blowoff piping for future maintenance. Construction activities would include 
trenching, minor grading for access, vegetation clearing along access routes, and temporary staging. Construction 
access would utilize one or more temporary routes via Cima Del Mundo Road or neighboring private properties, as 
coordinated with property owners. Construction is anticipated to occur over approximately three months, Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

The Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration determined that the project would not have a significant effect on the 
environment with implementation of mitigation measures. Potentially significant impacts associated with project 
construction, including biological resources, cultural and tribal cultural resources, geology and paleontological resources, 
hazards, and temporary construction-related disturbance, would be reduced to less than significant levels through 
implementation of the following mitigation measures: BIO-1: Worker Environmental Awareness Program, BIO-2: 
Sensitive Habitat Fencing, BIO-3: Minimization of Sensitive Habitat Impacts, BIO-4: Pre-Construction Presence/Absence 
Survey for Special Status Wildlife Species, BIO-5: Biological Construction Monitoring, BIO-6: Crotch’s Bumble Bee 
Surveys and Avoidance, BIO-7: Pre-Construction Nesting Bird Surveys, BIO-8: Arborist Study and Tree Protection, BIO-
9: Construction Material Storage to Prevent Leaks and Spills, BIO-10: Construction Best Management Practices, CR-1: 
Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources, GEO-1: Paleontological Sensitivity Training and Unanticipated Fossil 
Discovery, HAZ-1: Fire Hazards Measures, TCR-1: Workers Environmental Awareness Program Training, TCR-2: Native 
American Monitoring, and TCR-3: Unanticipated Discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources. A Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program was adopted to ensure implementation of these measures.



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

None

Responsible and trustee agencies may include the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and other agencies with 
potential permitting or consultation authority, as applicable, including the Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central 
Coast Region.


