
Notice of Exemption Appendix E

To: Office of P lanning and Resea rch From: Cal iforn ia Fish and Game Commission
P .O . Box 3044 , Room 113 P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Sacramento, CA 94244-2090

Project T it le: Amend  Sect ions 28.06 and 28 .65 , Tit le  14,  CCR,  Regarding  Recreat iona l Gea r 
Restr i ct ions fo r Whi te Shark

Project App l i cant :  N/A

Project Locat ion - Spec ific :  State waters south of P igeon  Point (San Mateo County)

Project Locat i on - C ity :  NA  Project Locat ion - County :  NA

Descript ion of Nature ,  Purpose,  and Benefic i a ri es of Project :

The  proposed  p roject wou ld make amendments to T it l e 14,  Cali fo rnia Code of Regu lat ions (CCR),
Sect ions 28.06 and 28.65 regardi ng finfish fi shing gear rest r i ct ions  and the take of white sharks .  The 
p roposed amendments wou ld add  a requ irement to immediate l y re l ease hooked white sharks and 
p rohib i t removing wh i te sharks from the wate r.  The proposed  amendments would a lso  prohib it the use 
of wire or meta l l ic l i nes o r leaders ,  or hooks greate r than one and one-ha lf inches in maximum ins ide 
diamete r , when fishing from the shore l ine  ( i ncl udi ng  beaches,  banks ,  p ie rs , j ett i es,  b reakwate rs,  docks,
and  other man-made structures  connected to the shore)  o r within  1,000 yards of the mean high t ide l ine
in  ocean wate rs  south of P i geon  Po int (San Mateo County ,  37 °  1 1'  N.  l at .).

The amendments a re  necessa ry to furthe r protect white sha rks from  illega l fishing act iv i t i es and to he lp 
prevent inc i dents between hooked whi te sha rks and ocean users in the same vicinity . White sha rks  are
an  important apex predato r i n the marine ecosystem  and are  p rotected  unde r state and federa l fish ing 
regu lat i ons.  There have been severa l recent i nc i dents invo lving  p ier and beach ang lers e ithe r 
intent i ona l ly target ing wh ite sha rks  o r acc i denta l ly hooking them with ve ry heavy fishing gea r.  These 
inc i dents have  resu lted  in the death of at least th ree white sha rks th i s yea r. Add i t ionally ,  in 2014,  a 
swimmer was b itten by a white sha rk that had  been  hooked  by a  p ie r angle r.

Thi s year,  a fo recasted st rong  E l  Nino oceanic event i s ant i c ipated to increase the presence of wh i te 
sharks in Califo rn i a  coastal waters, which wil l  increase the i r ava il ab i l i ty to angle rs and the potent ia l fo r 
human inte ract i ons with  hooked sharks. Young white  sha rks are  a lready be ing observed  in s ignifi cant ly
h ighe r numbers  i n southern Cal i fornia.  Because of this,  an emergency  s i tuat ion exists that requ ires an 
immediate need to cu rta i l i l legal targeted fishing fo r white  sharks,  he lp ensure acc i denta lly hooked 
sharks are re leased a l ive,  and he lp p revent anothe r i nc i dent where  a hooked shark b i tes an ocean  use r
o r the heavy gea r used to catch such sharks entangles a pe rson  in the wate r.

Name  of Pub l i c Agency Approving  Project :  Cal iforn ia F ish and Game Commiss i on

Name  of Pe rson o r Agency Carry ing  Out Project :  Cal iforn ia Department of Fish and Wi ld l ife

Exempt Status:  (  c  h  e  c  k  o  n  e  ):

Mini ster i a l (Sec . 21 080 (b)(1);  1 5268);

Decla red Emergency (Sec . 21080(b)(3);  15269 (a ) );

KI Emergency Project (Sec . 21 080(b)(4); 1 5269 (b)(c));

K Categori ca l Exemption. State type and sect ion number: sect ion 15307, C lass 7

Statutory Exempt i ons. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt :

In response to thi s emergency s i tuat ion, the Ca l ifo rnia F i sh and Game Commiss i on amended Ti t le 14,
sect ions 28 .06 and 28 .65 . The catego ria l exempt ion i s re lated to agency act ions to p rotect natura l
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resources . The Commiss ion ’s adopt ion of t hese regulat i ons i s an act iv i ty that i s the proper subject of
CEQA’s C lass 7 categorica l exempt ion . See attachment for background and addit iona l detai ls .

Lead Agency

Contact Pe rson: Me l issa Mil l e r-Henson Te lephone : (916) 653-4899

I f filed by applicant :

1. Attach ce rt ified document of exempt ion fi ndi ng.

2. Has a Not ice of Exempt i on been fi led by the public agency approv i ng the project? DYes DNo

Ti t le: Execut ive DirectorS ignature WsDate : June 18, 2026

[3 S igned by Lead Agency Signed by Appl icant . Date Received fo r fi l i ng at OPR :




