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North façade 

 
Utility shed on south façade 
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West façade, looking northeast 

The Warehouse 
This one-story building is located near the far southwest corner of the lot and measures 60 by 40 feet. It is 
surrounded on three sides (all but the south) by pavement. It probably has an internal steel frame to which the 
standing-seam sheet metal walls are attached. The roof is gabled, with a very shallow pitch. It is also made of 
sheet metal and extends beyond the wall plane by only a few inches. 

There are four openings, including two vehicle doors and two pedestrian doors. The vehicle doors are of roll-
up sheet metal and are located in the north and west sides. The pedestrian doors are of solid steel and are in 
the east and west sides. No openings are in the south side, which is close to the south property line. 

This is a typical sheet metal warehouse such as was built in large numbers after World War II and is still very 
common in industrial areas in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

 
North and East façades, facing southwest 
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West façade 

    
South façade (left); Roof detail (right) 
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*B10. Significance (Continued): 

The earliest settlement in Mountain View, “Old Mountain View”, was established around 1850 along El Camino 
Real between Calderon Street and Stevens Creek. A stagecoach stop was built in 1852 and a Post Office in 
1854. The San Francisco-San José Rail Road, however, bypassed this settlement and built a station at Castro 
Street and what is now Central Expressway in 1864, after which “New Mountain View” became the commercial 
and residential center (Ignoffo 2002:50). This new town became a transportation and agricultural service center, 
where agricultural products were processed and shipped via the railroad. It was also a distribution hub for 
imported goods and the local seat of financial, legal, real estate, and other services (Broek 1932:92). 

The city was incorporated in 1902 and over the course of the 20th century grew from a small town of some 
1,000 people supporting an agricultural region to a city of 12 square miles with a population of over 70,000 in 
the heart of Silicon Valley (Ignoffo 2002:77, 164). In the 1930s, the construction of the Naval Air Station 
(Moffett Federal Airfield) and Ames Research Laboratory just outside the city established Mountain View’s 
connection to the growing defense industry (Ignoffo 2002:xviii, 117). Post World War II, the city’s expansion 
was not only aided by the population boom, but also an ambitious annexation campaign inspired by the example 
of neighboring cities San José and Sunnyvale (Ignoffo 2002:128-131). Shockley Semiconductor Laboratory, the 
first company to use silicon in electrical components, was founded in 1955 in Mountain View. Shockley was 
followed by GTE Sylvania, Fairchild Semiconductors, and Intel. These companies, along with others located 
nearby in the 1950s and -60s such as Hewlett Packard, General Electric, Varian, Raytheon, Signetics, and 
National Semiconductor, formed the nucleus of Silicon Valley (Ignoffo 2002: 127, 133-35; Winslow 1993:208-
212; Payne 1987:171-173). Today Mountain View is home to the headquarters of some of the world’s largest 
technology companies. 

 
1876 Thompson & West map with the project area outlined in red 

History of the Project Area 

Early History 
While most of Mountain View was once part of Rancho Pastoria de Las Borregas, the land grant received by 
Francisco M. Estrada in 1842, the project area is in an area of ungranted land between the Rancho and the 
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shoreline (Hoover et al. 2002:430). 

By 1876 the project area was on 163.73 acres belonging to John Snyder (1828-1901). Snyder was born in Indiana 
and spent his early years in Iowa. He came west to California in 1849 and had settled in the Santa Clara Valley 
by 1855. He married Martha Kifer (1837-1918), and they first lived and farmed on land near Santa Clara (Guinn 
1904). The nearly 165-acre parcel that included the project area was a comparatively small piece of the Snyder 
holdings; the ranch where Martha continued to live after his death was originally 1,160 acres. From 1859 to 
1865, the Snyder family lived in the residence depicted on the 1876 map on the east side of Stevens Creek (See 
figure above), outside of the project area (US Census 1860; Thompson & West 1876; Guinn 1904). The land 
was used to farm hay and other grain (Guinn 1904).  

The Snyders’ son Arthur (1859-1922) worked with his mother, Martha, to manage the properties after his 
father’s death. By 1900, he had taken over ownership of the land east of Stevens Creek and by 1914, he had 
sold off the eastern land and taken over the remaining acreage on Stierlin Road (now Shoreline Boulevard) 
(McMillan 1903, 1914; US Census 1900). Arthur did not live on the project area, instead living in the house east 
of Stevens Creek before moving closer to modern day Los Altos (US Census 1910). The obituary of his 
daughter, Elizabeth, noted that he farmed the land, including the project area off Stierlin Road (PTT 1979). 
Arthur died in 1922 and the 80 acres west of Stevens Creek was sold and portioned into Terra Bella Acres (See 
figure below).  

 
1929 Drake map with the project area outlined in red 

Terra Bella Acres and the Huntley Family 
By 1931, the project area was part of a 2.5-acre lot on the northwest side of San Rafael Avenue in the Terra 
Bella Acres subdivision (Figures 5 and 6). In the early 1930s, Alfred Huntley (1881-1969) and his wife, Lulu 
Cozad (1882-1971) purchased the southern half of the 2.5-acre lot, which included the project area (US Census 
1940). A residence and shed were located on the project area (at what is now 924 San Rafael Avenue) by 1931, 
and was expanded by 1939 (Fairchild Aerial Surveys 1931, 1939). The Huntleys built a new home at the 
southeast corner of their property in 1948 (outside the project area), which is now 918 San Rafael Avenue. 

The pre-1931 farmhouse is visible on aerial photographs through 1968, and was demolished by 1980 (Aero 
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Services Corporation 1956; Cartwright Aerial Surveys 1968; Western Aerial Photos 1980). On the northern half 
of the project area, at 940 San Rafael Avenue, a residence was present by 1948 (EXXON 1948). The property 
was owned by several different people over the years and was often rented out, in whole or in part (R.L. Polk 
1962, 1966, 1968). The residence is still visible in a 1980 aerial photograph but was razed by 1991 and paved 
over to become private parking (Western Aerial Photos 1980; Google Earth 1991). 

El Camino Paving 
The current office building and storage building at 924 San Rafael Avenue were constructed circa 1980 (Santa 
Clara County Assessor 2025; Western Aerial Photos 1980). By 1993, the property was the office building for 
El Camino Paving, an asphalt contractor. Research did not identify an architect, builder, or building permits 
for the property. The building became vacant by 2024. 

 
1931 aerial photograph with project area outlined in red (Fairchild Aerial Surveys 1931) 
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1965 aerial photograph with the project area outlined in red (Cartwright Aerial Surveys 1965) 
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CALIFORNIA REGISTER SIGNIFICANCE EVALUATION 
Based on a built environment survey conducted August 27, 2025, and Historical Research has determined that 
the buildings on the project area appear to be not eligible for the California Register because they are not 
significant under California Register Criteria 1, 2, 3 or 4.  

Integrity Statement 
Though original plans were not available, the two buildings on site have the same plan as they did in 1980, and 
there are no obvious additions. Apart from the boarded-up windows and doors, they would be clearly 
recognizable to a visitor from the time of construction. Neither building has been moved, and the overall setting 
remains a mix of commercial and single-family residential buildings. 924-940 San Rafael Avenue thus retains 
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and association. 

CRHR Significance Evaluation 
Criterion 1. The property is associated with commercial development in Mountain View. However, the 
buildings on site have no specific associations with this trend or with important events in the area. Therefore, 
the building is not eligible under CRHR Criterion 1. 

Criterion 2. The buildings on site are most closely connected with El Camino Paving, an asphalt contractor. 
Research did not reveal any individuals associated with this company or with the project area buildings who 
have achieved significance in the history of Mountain View, California, or the nation. For these reasons, it is 
not eligible under CRHR Criterion 2. 

Criterion 3. The office building was constructed circa 1980. It has two elements that relate it to Spanish and 
Mediterranean-styled buildings of the 1920s and 1930s, namely, its stucco coating and its roof of curved tiles. 
Besides these, detailing is limited to the panels over the windows that rise to the roofline on the east side, and 
the recessed entrances on the east and north sides. The only ornamental elements, the light fixtures at two of 
the entrances, seem perfunctory. 

The massing of the building is notably Modern in style, with the recesses at the north and east entrances, the 
double-gable effect at the front and rear, and in the length of the gabled roof. However, the form of the building 
does not rise to a level of distinction, and the building is not a notable example of either modernism or a 
Spanish Revival style.  For this reason, the building is not eligible for the California Register under Criterion 
3. 

The sheet-metal warehouse building at the rear of the project area is typical of those that were built in large 
numbers in industrial areas around the Bay Area after World War II. It is built from common materials, is 
functional in design, and lacks distinguishing features of any kind.  Thus, it is not eligible for the California 
Register under Criterion 3. 

Criterion 4. This criterion is usually used to evaluate archaeological sites. In some cases, a built environment 
resource may contain useful information about construction techniques or the use of materials by builders. 
However, the buildings on site were constructed using materials and techniques that were typical of their 
periods. Therefore, it is not eligible under CRHR Criterion 4. 
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