Notice of Exemption | AppendIx E .

To: Office of Planning ahd Research From: (Public Agenay); Anaheim Union High School District
P.Q. Box 3044, Room 113 501 N. Crescent Way
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 Ao CA 92801
County Clerk
County of: Orange , (Address)

801 N, Adss Sirat
Sants Aba, CA 027071

Project Titlé: Katella High School Track & Fiald Project

Project Appllcant; Anghelm Unlon High Schaot Disttlct

Project Lotatlon - Spediiic:

Katella High School < 2200 E Wagner Ave, Anaheiim, CA 92806

Project Location - City: ~ Anaheim Prolect Logation - County; - 9¥8Nge

Desciiption of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:
The Anaheim Unlon High School Distrlet (District) Propo,sg_é racreatlonal and alhletic Impravaments to Katella High Sohool by
enhancing, thie exlstm%grack and fleld conslsthig of a new tusf-and strijping, and Instaliing new fleld. ighting and bleachers

{Proposed, Pr'c-jactz. T ﬂgﬁfﬂdéd track andl fle'd’ ares will offer enhanced exterior leamnirig cppartinities and Increaged safaty for
spurts and dtudent assgmblies.

Nattie af Public Agency Appraving Project: Anahelm-Union High School District

Namé of Pérsoni or Agency Carrying Out Project; Anaheim Unlon High Schoof District

Exémpt Status: {check one):
O Ministerial (See. 21080{(t)(1): 15268);.
O Deglared Emergericy (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15268(a));
O Emergericy Prject (Sec. 21080(bj(4); 15269f)(0), .. .. . . . ,
B Categorical Exemption, State type and section riumber: §15301, §16302, §16311al, §1f.’,314.

O  Stafufory Exemptlons. State codle numbar;

Reasons why project s exempt:

None of the excegtibns specified in CEQA Guidelihes Section 15300.2 apply.
See Attachment A.

Load Agefioy . N
Contact Parson; Patrica Noely Area Cods/Talephons/Extenslon; 714 989 3505

If filed By applicant: _
1. Attaeh certified document of exetiption finding.

2, Has & Nptide of Exemption been flieqd by the pubiic agency apptoving the profect?  Yes No
Slgnature: Mm: 6/12/2026 Title: Assist, Supérintandent, Bliginogs
ancy C. NI&f, PR~ '

» Signed by Lesd Agency  Signad.by Applicant

Authority olted: Sectlons 21 083 -and 21110, Public Resources Gode, Date Racelved for fillig at OPR: o
Reference: Sactions 21108, 21152, and 21162.1, Public Resotrees Code. F | L E

/ JUN 15 2026
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NOE Attachment A

Katella High School Track & Field Project
Notice of Exemption (NOE)

The Anahelm Unlon High School District (District), as the Lead Agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), proposes recreational and athletic upgrades to Katella High
School {HS) by enhancing the existing track and fleld conslsting of a new turf and striping, and
Installing new fleld lighting and bleachers (Propased Project). The upgraded track and field area
will offer enhanced exterior learning opportunities and Increased safety for sports and student
assemblies,

Project Location

~ Katella High School {HS} Is located at 2200 E Wagner Ave, Anaheim, CA 92806. The school Is
located on a 39-acre property comprising 13 permanent buildings, a swimming pool, hardcourts,
playfields, tennls courts, and & parking lot, The football/soccer practlce field Is located on the
southern portion of campus.

Description of Project
The Proposed Project will consist of the following upgrades:

*  Modular restrooms
»  Provide utility Infrastructure for future sound system
x  Extend the exIsting campus PA system to the track and field
* Replace the existing natural turf football/soccer field with a new synthetic fleld
= Replace the existing decomposed granite {DG) track with a new all-wéather track, with a
new stormwater management system
~ »  Add fleld lighting and score board
" Install new path of travel improvements, concrete paving, sound walls, and fencing
* New bleachers with approximately 500 seats

Reasons Why Project Is Exempt:

The proposed actlvity Is a project subject to CEQA. However, it is exempt from further
environmental analysis under Class 1, Existing Facilities {CEQA Guidelines §15301), Class 2,
Replacement or Reconstruction (CEQA Guidelines §15302), Class 11 Accessory Structures (CEQA
Guidelines §15311) and Class 14 Minor Additions to Schools (CEQA Guidelines §15314).

*  Class 1 categorical exemption consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, permitting,
leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities,
mechanical equipment, or topographical features, Involving negligible or no expansion of
use bayond that existing at the time of the lead agency's determination.

" Class 2 conslsts of the replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities
where the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and
will have substantially the same purpose and capacity of the structure replaced.

" Class 11 consists of construction, or placement of minor structures accessory to existing
commerclal, Industrial, or Institutional facillties.

» Class 14 consists of minor additions to existing schools within existing schoo! grounds
where the addition does not increase original student capacity by more than 25% or ten
classrooms, whichaver Is less.
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NOE Aftachment A

The Proposed Project will result in the Improvement of the existing practice fleld area at the
existing high school, The improvements will not involve an increase in student capacity, and will
Include repairs, maintenance, reconstruction, and minor additions to an existing school campus,
The Proposed Project will not result in significant environmental impacts and is exempt from
further review under the conditions in Article 19,

Therefore, the application of Class 1, Class 2, Class 11, and Class 14 categorical exemptions is
appropriate for the Proposed Project, The Proposed Project does not have the potential to trigger
any of the exceptlons identified in CEQA Guidelines §15300.2. Censequently, as documented
below, the Proposed Praject is exempt from further CEQA review,

(a)

{b)

{c)

(d)

Location. The improvements will occur entirely within the existing Katella HS campus, which
is located within an urbanized community, The existing conditions on and around Katella HS
are disturbed, paved ground and are not considered environmentally sensitive. Ground
disturbance would occur during construction but will be limited to the existing school
property on previously disturbed surfaces. The Proposed Project will not impact
environmentally sensitive areas or an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern.
This exception does not apply to the Proposed Project.

Cumulative Impact, Once the Proposed Project has been approved by the District’s Board of
Education, project construction activities would occur over a 12-month period, approximately
between the 4th Quarter of 2026 and the 4th Quarter of 2027. The majority of impacts
assaclated with the Propased Project will be temporary (the construction timeframe) and are
limited to the immediate vicinity of Katella HS. In addition, the area around the Project site is
completely built-out, and no known projects have been Identlfied in the area that would cause
potential impacts. As such, no other cumulatively considerable projects have been identified
that could incrementally contribute to the impacts assoclated with the Proposed Project. This
exception does not apply to the Proposed Project.

Significant Effect. The actlvities assoclated with the upgrading of the existing track and fleld
are not considered an unusual circumstance as campus updates are not unusual for school
sites. All upgrades assoclated with the Proposed Project would be installed on or within the
existing developed site. Therefore, the Proposed Project would not appear visually
incompatible with existing equipment and accessorles on the Project site. Normal operations
will be simllar and consistent with current uses within the Project boundary.

The Proposed Project Is located within a disturbed, urbanized environment in Anahelm. The
campus vegetation Is limited to ornamental landscaping, and it Is anticipated that no
candidate, sensitive, or special status species are anticlpated o exist on or around the school,
The malorlty of work associated with the Proposed Project would occur on the existing track
and fleld area and would result In minor ground disturbing activities. Thus, the Proposed
Project and will not [nvolve the removal of any native vegetation or scenlc trees, nor would it
impact any scenic vistas within the immediate area.

Therefore, no reasonable possibility exists that the Proposed Project would have a significant
effect on the environment due to unusual clrcumstances, Therefore, this exception does not
apply to this Project. Please refer to the Initial Study Checllist {I5 Checklist) for further detalls
on petential impacts,

Scenic Highways. The City’s Circulation Element identifies designated scenic highways and
expressways along segments of State Route 91 and Santa Ana Canyon Road, located
approximately 3.5 miles east of the site (City 2004). No rock outcroppings, histaric buildings,
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{e)

(f)

NOE Attachment A

-

or trees would be impacted by the Proposed Project. The Project site 1s not within the
vlewshed of any scenlc highway or expressway due to intervening development, distance and
topography. Therefore, no Impact to scenic highways would ocecur, and this exception dpes
not apply to the Project.

Hazardous Waste Sites. The Proposed Project will not include any significant structural
renovations that would result in the accidental release of hazardous materials to the
environment. According to the Department of Toxic Substances Cantrol {DTSC) EnviroStar
database, Katella HS was !dentified in 2003 as a potentlaily contaminated site due to historical
agricultural use dating back to at least 1947, continulng through the early 19605 (DTSC 2003},
Potential contaminants of concern included Methoxychlor, Trifluralin, hexachlorobenzene,
arsenlc, lead, mercury, organochlorine pesticides, and volatile organic compounds {VQCs).
Katella HS was initially constructed between 1953 and 1968, during which time the
surrounding area was predominantly residential, Adjacent properties consist of single- and
multi-family dwellings, with two other school facilities located to the east. Past land uses
contributing to potentfal contamination included agricultural row crops, residential
development, and the high school itself.

In 2003, DTSC approved a Preliminary Endangerment Assessment (PEA) and concluded that
nelther an actual nor potential release of hazardous materials, nor naturally occurring
hazardous substances, posed a threat to human health or the environment under any land
use scenario, As a result, DTSC determined that no further environmental investigation or
cleanup was required and issued a No Further Actlon determination,

The Proposed Project would involve improvements to the existing Katella HS track and field,
including new turf, track replacement, lighting, bleachers, restrooms, and utllity upgrades.
Given DTSC's determination that there are no human health or environment threats under
any land use scenarlo, impacts would be less than significant. This exception does not apply
to the Project.

Historical Resources, On January 21st, 2026, a Cultural Rescurces Record Search Results
meme {Cultural Memo) was prepared by Chambers Group in supgort of the Proposed Project
(see Appendix B of the IS Checklist). As discussed In the Cultural Memo, Chambers Group
requested a records search from the Californla Historical Resources Information System
{CHRIS) South Central Coastal Information Center {SCCIC) at Cal State Fullertan, on November
26, 2025. A records search of the Project slte and surrounding 0.5-mile radius was requested
to provide context and additional Information regarding types and extent of resources
recorded within the study area. The SCCIC returned the records search results on January 16,
2026, providing Information on all documented cultural resources and previous
archaeological investigations within the Project site and study area. Based on the records
search conducted by the SCCIC, one previously recorded cultural resource is recorded within
the study area. No resources are mapped within the Project site. Additionally, seven cultural
resource studles have previously been completed within the studv area. Of these seven
reports, none are mapped within the Project site.

In addition, Chambers Group requested a Sacred Lands File {SLF) records search from the
NAHC on November 26, 2025. The purpose of the request is to determine If any sacred lands
or other rasources important to local tribal groups have been recorded within the Project site
or adjacent areas. The results of the SLF search, provided by the NAHC on December 8, 2025,
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were negatlve, and Included a list of 26 tribal government contacts representing 12 tribes was
provided to seek addltional Information.,

Accordingly, the Project site does not contaln any known historical resources as defined by
CEQA Guldelines §15064.5, and no such resources are anticipated to be present based on the
results of the records searches and prior studies. Because no historical resources would be
adversely affected, the Project would not cause a substantlal adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource, and no Impact would occur,

Katella HS is located on 39-acre property comprising 13 permanent buildings, a swimming
pool, hardcourts, playfields, tennis courts, and a parking lot. Katella HS was established in
1966; however, modifications and additional buildings were added to the site. The HS has
undergone multiple modernizations, tnciuding In 2003 and 2018, These changes reflect typical
ongoing malntenance and relnvestment In an active school campus and have resulted in a
campus that has been substantlally altered from Its original condlition; therefore, the campus
does not retaln sufficlent Integrity to be consldered a historic resource for the purposes of
CEQA.

Glven the multiple school modernizations, and that ground disturbance of any native solls or
soils not previously disturbed would not occur as part ef Project Implementation, impacts to
historical and archaeoiogical resources would be less than significant, and this exception
does not apply to the Project.
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