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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
To:  Office of Planning and Research 

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

From: Sweetwater Union High School District 

1130 Fifth Avenue,  

  Chula Vista, CA 91911 
 County Clerk  

 County of San Diego 

 1600 Pacific Hwy #260  

 San Diego, CA 92101   
 
San Ysidro High School Gym Roof and HVAC Replacement Project 
Project Title 

5353 Airway Road, San Diego, CA 92154 
Project Location - Specific 

San Diego San Diego 
Project Location – City Project Location – County 

San Ysidro High School is currently operating with an aging gymnasium roof and an inadequate HVAC 
system. To address this, the District is proposing to replace the existing gymnasium roof and install a new 
rooftop HVAC system at San Ysidro High School, located at 5353 Airway Road, San Diego, CA 92154. The 
project would include replacing the existing roof systems with a new single-ply roof assembly that meets 
current Title 24 requirements; replacing deteriorated flashing, curbs, and drainage elements; verifying and 
reinforcing structural framing as necessary to support new rooftop HVAC units; installing new mechanical 
equipment, curbs, pads, and associated ductwork; installing new primary roof drains and overflow drains to 
correct existing drainage deficiencies; installing new electrical circuits, conduits, and controls for the new 
mechanical units; and installing a new roof access hatch, guardrail system, exterior ladder improvements, roof 
walk pads, and fall-protection tie-off posts to meet Occupational Safety and Health Administration-compliant 
roof access provisions. No expansion of the gymnasium's capacity, student enrollment, building footprint, or 
operational hours would occur. All construction activities would be confined to the existing gymnasium rooftop, 
and the proposed project would not alter the function or use of the gymnasium. 
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project 

Sweetwater Union High School District 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project 

Sweetwater Union High School District  
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project 

 
 



CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act 

Exempt Status: (check one below) 

D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)): 

[X] Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Sections 15301, 15302, and 15303 

D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Section 15282(i) 

The proposed project would involve the replacement of the existing gymnasium roof and installation of a new 
rooftop HVAC system at San Ysidro High School to address deteriorating roof conditions and inadequate 
mechanical equipment. The new roof assembly and HVAC units would serve the same function as the existing 
systems without expanding the gymnasium's capacity or altering its use. As such, the proposed project 
qualifies for a categorical exemption under CEQA Section 15301, Existing Facilities, because the project 
consists of the repair, maintenance, and minor alteration of an existing structure involving negligible or no 
expansion of use; Section 15302, Replacement or Reconstruction, because the new facilities will be located 
on the same site as the structures replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the 
structures being replaced; and Section 15303, New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures, because 
the project involves the installation of small new equipment and associated improvements, including new 
rooftop HVAC units, associated ductwork, electrical circuits, conduits, and an OSHA-compliant roof access 
path, which are limited in size and scope and accessory to the existing gymnasium. 

See Attachment to Notice of Exemption for further explanation on the evaluation of the proposed project, as it 
relates to Sections 15301, 15302, and 15303 of the CEQA Guidelines, which is available for review at the 
Sweetwater Union High School District, 1130 Fifth Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 91911. 
Reasons why project is exempt 

Jason Brust, Director, Planning & Construction 
Department 
Contact Person: 

If filed by applicant: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption findings 

(619) 691-5553 

Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 

2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving [X] Yes 
the project 

Date 
Received for 
Filing: 

□ No 

Signature: Title: Director, Planning & Construction Department 



SWEETWATER UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION NO. 5032 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A NOTICE OF ) 
EXEMPTION FOR PURPOSES OF SATISFYING ) 
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ) 
ACT ("CEQA") FOR THE SAN YSIDRO HIGH SCHOOL ) 
GYM ROOF AND HEATING, VENTILATION, AND AIR ) 
CONDITIONING (HVAC) REPLACEMENT PROJECT, ) 
APPROVING THE PROJECT, AND DELEGATING ) 
AUTHORITY TO STAFF TO EXECUTE AND FILE ) 
A NOTICE OF EXEMPTION WITH THE ) 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY CLERK ) 

ON THE MOTION OF Member Lopez-Zepeda, seconded by Member Arancibia, 
the following resolution is adopted: 

WHEREAS, the Sweetwater Union High School District ("District") is a public 
school district organized and existing under the laws of the State of California; and 

WHEREAS, the District is the lead agency under the California Environmental 
Quality Act ("CEQA") for the San Ysidro High School Gym Roof and Heating, Ventilation, 
and Air Conditioning (HVAC) Replacement Project ("Project"); and 

WHEREAS, the Gym Roof and HVAC Replacement includes replacing the existing 
roof systems and installing a new single-ply roof assembly that meets current Title 24 
requirements; replacing deteriorated flashing, curbs, and drainage elements; removing 
debris; and restoring proper waterproofing and drainage paths. In addition to the 
membrane roofing, the project would replace the existing standing-seam metal roof 
sections on the high-roof areas. The proposed project would also include verifying and 
reinforcing structural framing and anchorage as necessary to support new rooftop HVAC 
units in accordance with current code requirements, and installing new mechanical 
equipment, curbs, pads, and associated ductwork. Existing drainage deficiencies would 
be corrected through the installation of new primary roof drains and overflow drains, and 
proper support would be provided for rooftop utilities to prevent membrane punctures. 
Hose bibbs would be installed on the roof to facilitate cleaning of the roof membrane. In 
addition, new electrical circuits, conduits, and controls would be installed for the new 
mechanical units, and rooftop electrical components affected by the roofing and 
mechanical upgrades would be replaced. The project would install a new roof access 
hatch and guardrail system, new exterior ladder improvements, new roof walk pads, and 
new fall-protection tie-off posts to meet Occupational Safety and Health Administration­
compliant roof access provisions and support long-term maintenance of the new HVAC 
systems and roofing assembly. The proposed project would also replace existing 
scuppers, downspouts, and built-in gutters, and install new parapet coping and flashing 
systems consistent with current code and manufacturer requirements; and 

WHEREAS, the District hired a firm specializing in CEQA environmental 
compliance that undertook environmental analysis for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the environmental analysis documents that the Project is categorically 
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exempt under Classes 1, 2, 3, CEQA Guidelines Sections: 15301 (Existing Facilities), 
15302 (Replacement or Reconstruction), and 15303 (New Construction or Conversion of 
Small Structures), and a Notice of Exemption has been prepared; and 

WHEREAS, the board has reviewed and considered the environmental analysis 
completed for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the board has determined that the Notice of Exemption incorporated 
therein is adequate, complete, and has been prepared in accordance with CEQA; and 

WHEREAS, the Notice of Exemption has been prepared in compliance with CEQA 
and reflects the District's independent judgment and analysis; and 

WHEREAS, all other legal prerequisites to the adoption of this resolution have 
been met. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

Section 1: The above recitals are true and correct. 

Section 2: The Notice of Exemption prepared for the Project has been completed in 
accordance with CEQA guidelines. 

Section 3: The Notice of Exemption reflects the board's independent judgment and 
analysis. 

Section 4: The board hereby approves and adopts the Notice of Exemption for the 
project per the State CEQA guidelines. 

Section 5: The board hereby approves the Project. 

Section 6: The board hereby delegates authority to staff to execute and file the Notice 
of Exemption with the County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse. 

Section 7: The Notice of Exemption constitutes a record of these proceedings and will 
be kept at the offices of the Sweetwater Union High School District, located 
at 1130 Fifth Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 91911, under the control of the 
director of planning and construction. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Trustees of the Sweetwater Union High 
School District, County of San Diego, State of California, this 8th day of June, 2026, by 
the following vote: 

AYES: 5 
NOES: 0 

(ARANCIBIA, EMERALD, LOPEZ-ZEPEDA, LOPEZ, SOLIS) 

ABSTAIN: 0 
ABSENT: 0 
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***************************************************************************************************** 

State of California ) 
) ss 

County of San Diego ) 

I, Deanne Vicedo, Clerk of the Board of Trustees of the Sweetwater Union High School 
District, County of San Diego, State of California, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
true copy of a resolution adopted by said board at a regular meeting thereof, at the time 
and by the vote therein stated, which original resolution is on file in the office of said board. 

Deanne VicedoJune 8, 2026 
Date 



O. 1. Adopt Resolution No. 5032, Authorizing a Notice of Exemption for
Purposes of Satisfying the California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) for the
San Ysidro High School Gym Roof and Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning
(HVAC) Replacement Project, Approving the Project, and Delegating Authority to
Staff to Execute and File a Notice of Exemption with the San Diego County Clerk.

Issue

Resolution No. 5032.

Recommendation

Adopt Resolution No. 5032, Authorizing a Notice of Exemption for Purposes of Satisfying the
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) for the San Ysidro High School Gym Roof and
Heating, Ventilation, and Air Conditioning (HVAC) Replacement Project, Approving the Project, and
Delegating Authority to Staff to Execute and File a Notice of Exemption with the San Diego County
Clerk.

Analysis

The San Ysidro High School (SYH) Gym Roof and HVAC Replacement Project includes replacing the
existing roof systems and installing a new single-ply roof assembly that meets current Title 24
requirements; replacing deteriorated flashing, curbs, and drainage elements; removing debris; and
restoring proper waterproofing and drainage paths. In addition to the membrane roofing, the
project would replace the existing standing‑seam metal roof sections on the high‑roof areas. The
proposed project would also include verifying and reinforcing structural framing and anchorage as
necessary to support new rooftop HVAC units in accordance with current code requirements, and
installing new mechanical equipment, curbs, pads, and associated ductwork. Existing drainage
deficiencies would be corrected through the installation of new primary roof drains and overflow
drains, and proper support would be provided for rooftop utilities to prevent membrane punctures.
Hose bibbs would be installed on the roof to facilitate cleaning of the roof membrane. In addition,
new electrical circuits, conduits, and controls would be installed for the new mechanical units, and
rooftop electrical components affected by the roofing and mechanical upgrades would be replaced.
The project would install a new roof access hatch and guardrail system, new exterior ladder
improvements, new roof walk pads, and new fall‑protection tie‑off posts to meet Occupational
Safety and Health Administration-compliant roof access provisions and support long-term
maintenance of the new HVAC systems and roofing assembly. The proposed project would also
replace existing scuppers, downspouts, and built‑in gutters, and install new parapet coping and
flashing systems consistent with current code and manufacturer requirements.

The proposed improvements would bring the school’s recreational amenities up to current State
and District standards, gain compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, and benefit
students and the surrounding community.
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The district hired an environmental consulting firm that conducted environmental review pursuant
to CEQA. Based on the analysis completed, the project falls under development classes that have
been determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and can be categorically
exempt from the provisions of CEQA under CEQA Guidelines Sections: 15301 (Existing Facilities),
15302 (Replacement or Reconstruction), and 15303 (New Construction or Conversion of Small
Structures).  Therefore, staff has prepared a Notice of Exemption.

For questions regarding this board item, please contact Janea Quirk at (619) 585-6060 or
janea.quirk@sweetwaterschools.org. 

Fiscal Impact

None.

Supporting Documents

 O-1 Reso. 5032 - SYH Gym Roof HVAC Replacement - NOE CEQA

 O-1 Reso. 5032 - SYH Gym Roof & HVAC Replacement - Backup NOE with Attachments

Created on 5/26/2026 at 2:30 PM PT by Colleen Keeran
Last Modified on 6/1/2026 at 12:04 PM PT by Colleen Keeran
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