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Subject: Eisele Vineyards Winery Use Permit Minor Modification and an
Exception to the Napa County Road and Street Standards, Initial
Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration, SCH No. 2026060725, Napa County

Dear Jaksen T. Wilson:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received an Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) from Napa County (County) for the Eisele Vineyards Winery Use
Permit Minor Modification and an Exception to the Napa County Road and Street Standards
(Project) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA
Guidelines.!

CDFW is submitting comments on the MND to inform the County, as the Lead Agency, of
potentially significant impacts to biological resources associated with the Project.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is a Trustee Agency with responsibility under CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
section 15386 for commenting on projects that could impact fish, plant, and wildlife
resources. CDFW is also considered a Responsible Agency if a project would require
discretionary approval, such as permits issued under the California Endangered Species Act
(CESA), the Lake or Streambed Alteration (LSA) Program, or other provisions of the Fish and
Game Code that afford protection to the state’s fish and wildlife trust resources.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

Proponent: George H Monteverdi

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines” are
found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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Objective: The Project would increase annual production from 20,000 to 30,000 gallons of
wine and construct new facilities, including a 9,703-square-foot production building, water
tanks, a wastewater pretreatment and reuse system, and driveway and parking upgrades.
The Project involves demolition a 2,000-square-foot barn and removing 0.106 acres of
California black oak (Quercus kelloggii) and foothill pine (Pinus sabiniana) canopy, fifteen
nonnative olive trees (Olea europaea), and 0.089 acres of existing vineyard. It also includes
permanent preservation of 0.32 acres of native canopy. An exception to Napa County road
standards was requested to avoid impacts to a stream setback and mature trees over six
inches Diameter at Breast Height (DBH).

Location: The Project would occur in Napa County, State of California, with an approximate
centroid of 38.5853° Latitude, -122.5486° Longitude.

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
Lake and Streambed Alteration

An LSA Notification, pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 1600 et seq., is required for
project activities affecting lakes or streams and associated riparian habitat. Notification is
required for any activity that may substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow; change or
use material from the bed, channel, or bank including associated riparian or wetland
resources; or deposit or dispose of material where it may pass into a river, lake or stream.
Work within ephemeral streams, washes, watercourses with a subsurface flow, and
floodplains are subject to notification requirements. Based on aerial imagery, there appears
to be a roadside drainage that may constitute a stream within the Project area, therefore an
LSA Notification may be warranted as further described below. CDFW will consider the CEQA
document for the project and may issue an LSA Agreement. CDFW may not execute the
final LSA Agreement (or Incidental Take Permit [ITP]) until it has complied with CEQA as a
Responsible Agency.

California Endangered Species Act

Please be advised that a CESA ITP must be obtained if the Project has the potential to result
in “take” of plants or animals listed under CESA, either during construction or over the life of
the Project. The MND indicates the Project may impact Clara Hunt's milk-vetch (Astragalus
claranus), CESA listed as endangered. Thank you for including a mitigation measure for this
species in the MND. Issuance of an ITP is subject to CEQA documentation; the CEQA
document must specify impacts, mitigation measures, and a mitigation monitoring and
reporting program. If the Project willimpact CESA listed species, early consultation is
encouraged, as significant modification to the Project and mitigation measures may be
required in order to obtain an ITP.
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CEQA requires a Mandatory Finding of Significance if a project is likely to substantially restrict
the range or reduce the population of a threatened or endangered species. (Pub.
Resources Code, §§ 21001, subd. (c) & 21083; CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15380, 15064, & 15065.).
Impacts must be avoided or mitigated to less-than-significant levels unless the CEQA Lead
Agency makes and supports Findings of Overriding Consideration (FOC). The CEQA Lead
Agency’s FOC does not eliminate the Project proponent’s obligation to comply with CESA.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the County in adequately
identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially significant, direct and
indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. Based on the Project's avoidance
of significant impacts on biological resources with implementation of mitigation measures,
including those CDFW recommends below and included in Altachment 1 Draft Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program, CDFW concludes that an MND is appropriate for the
Project.

I. Streambed Alteration
COMMENT 1: Potential Streambed Alteration

Issue: The MND indicates streams would be avoided, however based on aerial imagery
review in Google Earth there appears to be a potential roadside drainage that may
constitute a stream within the Project area at approximately 38.586278, -122.552297 and
extending north along the east side of the road, connected to a potential culvert at
38.586817, -122.548965. It also appears the reservoir just east of the Project area has a
spillway that may drain into the roadside drainage.

Recommended Mitigation Measure: To comply with Fish and Game Code section 1602 et
seq. and reduce impacts to stream habitat to less than significant, CDFW recommends
that the MND include the mitigation measure below.

Mitigation Measure BIO-5 (Streambed Alteration Evaluation): Prior to Project construction,
a qualified individual shall evaluate the potential roadside drainage to determine if it
constitutes a stream including, but not limited to, whether a bed, bank, and channel is
present, and any upstream and downstream hydrological connectivity to other streams
or water features. The Project shall provide the evaluation to CDFW for review. If the
potential roadside drainage is determined to constitute a stream and Project impacts to
it cannot be avoided, the Project shall notify CDFW pursuant to Fish and Game Code
section 1602 et seq. and shall comply with the LSA Agreement, if issued. More information
for the Notification process is available at
https.//wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environmental-Review/LSA.The Project shall not
commence activities with potential to impact the stream until the LSA Agreement process
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has been completed. An LSA Agreement, if issued, may include avoidance and minimize
measures to protect fish and wildlife resources, and stream habitat restoration or other
measures to offset impacts.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).)
Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities detected
during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNDDB field
survey form can be filled out and submitted online at the following link:
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The types of information reported to
CNDDB can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-
and-Animals.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of
environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice
of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental
review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is required in order for
the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14,
§ 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the County in
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Jessa Ehlinger,
Environmental Scientist, at (707) 428-2002 or Jessa.Ehlinger@wildlife.ca.gov; or Melanie Day,
Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory), at (707) 210-4415 or
Melanie.Day@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:
B77E9A6211EF486...

Erin Chappell
Regional Manager
Bay Delta Region
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Attachment: Attachment 1: Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

ec: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation, State Clearinghouse No. 2026060725
Craig Weightman, CDFW Bay Delta Region — Craig.Weightman@wildlife.ca.gov
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ATTACHMENT 1

Draft Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP)

CDFW provides the following language to be incorporated into the MMRP for the Project.

Biological Resources (BIO)

Notification process is available at
hitps://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Environme
ntal-Review/LSA. The Project shall not
commence activities with potential to impact
the stream until the LSA Agreement process has
been completed. An LSA Agreement, if issued,
may include avoidance and minimize measures
to protect fish and wildlife resources, and
stream habitat restoration or other measures to
offset impacts.

Mitigation . e —_ Responsible
Measure Description Timing Party

Streambed Alteration Evaluation: Prior to Project
construction, a qualified individual shall
evaluate the potential roadside drainage to
determine if it constitutes a stream including,
but not limited to, whether a bed, bank, and
channel is present, and any upstream and
downstream hydrological connectivity to other
streams or water features. The Project shall
provide the evaluation to CDFW for review. If
the potential roadside drainage is determined .

. . . . Prior to
to constitute a stream and Project impacts to it

) . . Ground
cannot be avoided, the Project shall notify Disturbance Proiect
BIO-5 CDFW pursuant to Fish and Game Code section )
. and for Applicant
1602 et seq. and shall comply with the LSA :
e : ) Duration of
Agreement, if issued. More information for the :
Construction
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