
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

-

County of Kern
Fire and Emergency Services 

PROJECT TITLE 

PROJECT LOCATION 

LEAD AGENCY 

CONTACT 

ADDRESS 

Digier Wildfire Defense Project 

Section 7 & 8 Township 9 North, Range 19 West 
Section 1 Township 9 North, Range 20 West 

Kem County Fire Department 

Ethan Kennedy 

5642 Victor St 

Bakersfield, CA 93240 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

COUNTY Kem 

PHONE (661) 330--0140 

This fuel reduction project is aimed at reducing fuels along 6 miles of Digier Rd and adjacent canyons that pose a threat to life property and 
the environment The proposed project is located entirely off DigierRd. There is one ephemeral drainage that runs from Interstate 5 for .5 miles 
that connects to Digier Rd. This drainage has been used in years past as a fire control line to protect the homes to the south of this location. 
Crews wilt remove fuels on Digier Rd approximately 25 feet on either side. Crews will also thin and remove fuels within the drainage to ensure 
that the integrity of the bottom of the canyon stays intact with surface fuels to prevent eroding, maintain habitat, and to ensure water flow paths. 
The total project area is within the High and Very High Fire Hazard Severity zones as determined by CalFIRE on privately-ownedproperty. 

EXEMPTION STATUS 

X Categorical Exemption Type and Section: 

0 Statutory Exemption (state code section): 

0 Ministerial (§21080(b)(l); 15268) 

O Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 

SquareEmergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

Section 15301, (Class l(C)) Existing Facilities 
Section 15304, (Class 4) Minor Alterations to Land 

This project fits under sections of California Environmental Quality Act guidelines section 15301 Class 1 and section 15 304 
Class 4. The area is under an immediate threat from wildfire and due to the proximity to homes and fire history is a prime 
candidate for resource management/fuels reduction work. The Class 1 exemption is in place to work off of the existing fire road 
and the Class 4 exemption due to "minor public or private a hera tions in the condition of the land, water, and/or vegetation which 
do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry and agricultural purposes." 

Section 15061 (b) (3) states "The activity is covered by the generalI rule that CEQA applies only to projects, which have the 
potential for ca using a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that 
the activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA." 

Field review by Kem County Fire Department staff confirmed that no exceptions apply that would preclude the use of a notice 
of exemption for this project. The Departmenthasconcluded that no significant environmental impact would occurto aesthetics, 
agriculture and forestland/timberland, air quality, biological resources, culturalresources, energy, geology and soils, greenhouse 
gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, 
populations and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/ traffic, utilities and service systems, or to wild life. 

DATE RECEIVED FOR FILING 

Aaron Duncan, Fire Chief 
Kem County Fire Department 

Date 


