
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation FROM: Name: San Bernardino County 

~ 
State Clearinghouse (Public Transportation Authority 
P. 0. Box 3044, Room 113 Agency) 

Address: Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 1170 W. 3rd Street, San 
Bernardino, CA 92410 

Telephone: (909) 884-8276 

~ Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
County of San Bernardino 
385 North Arrowhead Avenue, 2nd Fl 
San Bernardino. CA 92415 

1. Project Title: Ordinance No. 26-1 Adopting Substantive Transactions 
and Use Tax and Expenditure Plan (hereinafter, the 
"Ordinance") 

2. Project Applicant (include address, telephone San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (the 

number and email address): "Authority") 

3. Project Location - Identify street address and cross San Bernardino County, California 

streets or attach a map showing project site 
(preferably a USGS 15' or 7 1/2' topographical map 
identified by quadrangle name): 

4. Description of nature, purpose, and beneficiaries of The Ordinance authorizes the Authority to continue to levy 

Project: a countywide sales tax within San Bernardino County that, 
if approved by the voters, would procure funding for the 
Authority's operations and investments. The Ordinance 
does not commit the Authority to any particular project 
program. 

Beneficiaries of the Ordinance include residents of San 
Bernardino County and users of transportation 
infrastructure in San Bernardino County. 

5. Name of Public Agency approving project: San Bernardino County Transportation Authority 

6. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the project, San Bernardino County Transportation Authority 

including any person undertaking an activity that 
receives financial assistance from the Public Agency 
as part of the activity or the person receiving a lease, 
permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use 
from the Public Agency as part of the activity: 

7. Exempt status: (check one) 

(a) □ Ministerial project. (Pub. Resources Code§ 21080(b)(l); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15268) 

(b) ~ Not a project. (State CEQA Guidelines§§ 15050(c)(2)-(3), 15378) 

(c) □ Declared Emergency (Pub. Resources Code§ 21080(b)(3); State CEQA 
Guidelines § 15269( a)) 

(d) □ Emergency Project. (Pub. Resources Code§ 21080(b)(4); State CEQA 
Guidelines § I 5269(b ),( c)) 

(e) D Categorical Exemption. 
State type and section number: 

(t) □ Statutory Exemption. 
State Code section number: 

Notice of Exemption FORM "A" 



(g) ~ Other. Explanation: 

8. Reason why project was exempt: 

9. Lead Agency Contact Person: 

Telephone: 

Name: Otis Greer 

Title: Deputy Executive Director, San Bernardino 
County Transportation Authority 

~ Signed by Lead Agency 

Notice of Exemption 

(State CEQA Guidelines§ 1506l(b)(3) Common Sense 
exemption) 

The approval of this Ordinance is not a "project" and, 
alternatively, is exempt from the California Environmental 
Quality Act ("CEQA"). The Ordinance is intended to 
provide a funding mechanism for potential future projects 
and programs related to the Authority's provision of 
transportation services. The Ordinance does not commit the 
Authority to any particular project, program, or capital 
improvement. Accordingly, the Authority finds that, under 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15378(b)(4), adoption of this 
Ordinance is not a project subject to the requirements of 
CEQA because the Ordinance is merely "[t]he creation of 
[a] government funding mechanism or other government 
fiscal activit[y], which do[es] not involve any commitment 
to any specific project which may result in a potentially 
significant physical impact on the environment." (CEQA 
Guidelines § 15378, subd. (b)(4); see also Sustainable 
Transportation Advocates of Santa Barbara v. Santa 
Barbara County Association of Governments, 179 
Cal.App.4th 113, 123.) Additionally, the timing, design, 
and approval of individual projects to be funded by the 
Ordinance are dependent on future funding availability, 
need, feasibility, CEQA review, future Expenditure Plan 
review and amendments, and numerous other factors. Thus, 
the timing and design of future projects, which may not be 
brought forward for many years, are unknown, and 
insufficient information is available to enable meaningful 
environmental review. (CEQA Guidelines § 15004.) 
Further, because the Ordinance does not approve the 
construction of any projects that may result in any direct or 
indirect physical change in the environment, and because 
future voter approval is required as set forth in PUC 
Sections 180201 and 180203, approving the Ordinance is 
not an approval that commits the Authority to a definite 
course of action. (CEQA Guidelines§ 15352.) Thus, it can 
also be seen with certainty that the Ordinance has no 
potential for causing a significant effect on the environment 
and is exempt from any further review under CEQA. 
(CEQA Guidelines§ 1506l(b)(3).) 

Otis 

(909) 381-7094 

0 Signed by Applicant 

FORM"A" 



Date Received for Filing: 

(Clerk Stamp Here) 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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Minute Action 

AGENDA ITEM: 24 

Date: June 3, 2026 

Subject: 
Adoption of the Measure I Ordinance No. 26-1 and Expenditure Plan 

Recommendation: 
That the Board, acting as the San Bernardino County Transportation Authority: 

A. Receive a presentation from Richard Bernard, Partner with Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, 
Metz & Associates (FM3), on the most recent voter survey conducted in April 2026. 

B. Adopt Measure "I" Ordinance No. 26-1, An Ordinance Of The San Bernardino County 
Transportation Authority, And The People Of San Bernardino County, California Establishing A 
Transactions And Use Tax (Sales Tax) At The Rate Of One-half Percent (1/2%) To Fund 
Countywide Transportation Improvements And Adopting An Expenditure Plan Directing The 
Spending Of Revenues Generated From Said Tax Measure. The Ordinance must be adopted by 
at least two-thirds of the Board of Directors. 

C. Make a finding that the Ordinance is not subject to and is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

D. Adopt Resolution No. 26-019 requesting that the San Bernardino County Board of 
Supervisors place Ordinance No. 26-1 on the November 3, 2026, countywide ballot. 

Background: 
Measure I is the half-cent transaction and use tax collected throughout San Bernardino County 
for transportation improvements. San Bernardino County voters first approved the Measure in 
1989, and in 2004, overwhelmingly approved its extension through 2040. 

Measure l's performance, success, and future renewal have remained essential discussion items 
for San Bernardino County Transportation Authority (SBCTA) staff and were included as 
primary topics at meetings with the SBCTA Board of Directors (Board) in 2017 and 2019. 

On June 29, 2022, the Board participated in a workshop to receive a presentation about the 
history of Measure I and its project accomplishments. The Board established the Transportation 
Investment Plan Ad Hoc Committee (Ad Hoc Committee) to guide staff on conducting surveys 
to obtain stakeholder feedback and develop potential Expenditure Plan concepts for future 
renewal. 

On November 30, 2023, the Board participated in a follow-up workshop to receive a report on 
the survey results and provide additional guidance on developing a potential Expenditure Plan. 
The Ad Hoc Committee met several times with staff to review future Expenditure Plan proposals 
and recommended that staff present their findings to the full Board for review and direction. 
The Ad Hoc Committee was dissolved, in accordance with SBCTA policy, prior to its term 
ending date of March 31, 2025. 

On May 7, 2025, the Board established the Measure I 3.0 Ad Hoc Committee (Measure I 3.0) to 
finalize the review of and make recommendations for the future Measure I Ordinance and 
Expenditure Plan. The draft Ordinance No. 26-1 and Expenditure Plan attached to this item are 
the result of the Ad Hoc Committee's efforts. 

Entity: San Bernardino County Transportation Authority 
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Consistent with SBCTA policies and procedures, the proposed Measure I 3.0 Expenditure Plan 
has been developed through a multi-year process that includes stakeholder engagement, 
coordination with local jurisdictions, and evaluation of regional transportation priorities. 
The plan identifies program categories, funding distributions, and accountability provisions 
designed to ensure transparency and effective use of revenues. 

On February 4, 2026, the Board authorized staff to seek approval of the Expenditure Plan by 
SBCTA member agencies in accordance with Public Utilities Code Section 180206(b ). 
The Board of Supervisors and greater than a majority of the city councils representing a majority 
of the population residing in the incorporated areas have approved the Expenditure Plan; 
this statutory prerequisite has thus been satisfied. While the City of Montclair approved the 
Expenditure plan conditionally, the conditional approval could not be included in the final count. 

The Ordinance includes: 

• The proposed tax rate ( one-half of one percent); 
• The duration of the tax; 
• The detailed Expenditure Plan; 
• Administrative and accountability provisions, including annual audits and oversight; 
• Requirements for geographic equity and subregional funding distribution consistent with 

SBCTA policy. 

On May 6, 2026, the Board conducted the first reading of the Ordinance and the Expenditure 
Plan. This item represents the second reading of the Ordinance. Upon adoption, SBCTA will 
transmit the required resolution and Ordinance to the San Bernardino County Board of 
Supervisors for action to place Measure I on the November 3, 2026 ballot. 

Financial Impact: 
This item has no financial impact on the adopted Budget for Fiscal Year 2025/2026. 

Reviewed By: 
The Board of Directors conducted the first reading of the ordinance at its May 6, 2026 meeting. 
Since the first reading, a typographical error in Article III of the ordinance was corrected, 
Recommendations C and D and Resolution No. 26-019 were added to the item. 
SBCT A General Counsel has reviewed this item, the draft ordinance and the resolution. 

Responsible Staff: 
Otis Greer, Deputy Executive Director 

Approved 
Board of Directors 
Date: June 3, 2026 

Witnessed By: 



  



 


