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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

California Environmental Quality Act
Notice of Exemption for
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification

To: Office of Planning and Research From: California Regional Water Quality Control Board
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Central Valley Region, Redding Office
Sacramento, CA 95814 364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 205

Redding, CA 96002

Date: 16 June 2026

State Clearinghouse Number:
2026060204

Project Title:

Indian Creek Fault Trenching Project (Project)

Project Location - Specific:

Section 30, Township 28 North, Range 12 East, MDB&M.
Latitude: 40.252582° and Longitude: -120.665417°

Project Location - County:

Plumas County

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The purpose of this project is to evaluate past tectonic activity that could influence dam
safety at Antelope Lake in the future. A trench will be excavated along Indian Creek Fault
(ICF) to study and better define the location of the fault and its history. Some preliminary
subsurface geologic exploration at the ICF site will take place prior to excavation, with an
estimate of up to 20 hand auger locations. At the end of the project, the site will be
restored to original conditions using the excavated spoils, straw, and native seed per
Plumas National Forest direction.

Name of Public Agencies Approving Project:

State Agency approval for Statewide General Waste Discharge Requirements for
Dredged or Fill Discharges to Waters Deemed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to
be Outside of Federal Jurisdiction pursuant to Section 3838 of the California Code of
Regulations: California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region,
Redding Office. WDID No. 5A32CR00264.
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Office of Planning and Research -2- 16 June 2026
Indian Creek Fault Trenching Project

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:
Leah Feigelson

Project Engineering Geologist

California Department of Water Resources

3500 Industrial Blvd., Rm 168

West Sacramento, CA 95691

Exempt Status:

California Department of Water Resources, as lead agency, determined that the project
is categorically exempt from review under CEQA pursuant to California Code of
Regulations, title 14, section 15061. Specifically, the project was determined to be
categorically exempt from review under CEQA pursuant to California Code of
Regulations, title 14, section 15304, Minor Alterations to Land. Class 4 consists of minor
public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do
not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural
purposes.

The Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board is a responsible agency under
CEQA (Public Resources Code, section 21069) and has reviewed and comports with the
lead agency’s determination.

Reasons why Project is Exempt:

This project is Categorically Exempt under CEQA section 15304 because the project
involves minor, private alterations to land, water, and/or vegetation with no removal of
healthy, mature, scenic trees.

State Lead Agency Contact Person:

Lynn Coster, Senior Environmental Scientist

Chief Storm Water and Water Quality Certification Unit
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
Redding Branch Office

(530) 224-2437

Digitally signed by Lynn Coster
Lyn n CO Ste r Date: 2026.06.16 12:00:05 -07'00'

Lynn Coster
Senior Environmental Scientist
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Redding

cc: Leah Feigelson, California Department of Water Resources, West Sacramento
Bayan Ahmed, California Department of Water Resources, West Sacramento
Colleen Heard, USDA Forest Service, Plumas National Forest, Mt. Hough Ranger
District, Quincy
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