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SANTA MARGARITA WATER DISTRICT

26111 ANTONIO PKWY
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Office of the ORANGE COUNTY CLERK-RECORDER
Memorandum

SUBJECT: EIR NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

The attached notice was received, filed and a copy was posted on 5/14/2026
It remained posted for 30 (thirty) days.

HUGH NGUYEN

CLERK - RECORDER
[n and for the County of ORANGE

By: 516 - Deputy

Public Resource Code 21692.3

The notice required pursuant to Sections 21080.4 and 21092 for an environmental impact report shall be posted in the
office of the County Clerk of each county *** in which the project will be located and shall remain posted for a period
of 30 days. The notice required pursuant to Section 21092 for a negative declaration shajl be so posted for a period of
20 days, unless otherwise required by law to be posted for 30 days. The County Clerk shali post notices within 24
hours of receipt.

Public Resource Code 21152

All notices filed pursuant to this section shall be available for public inspection, and shall be posted *** within 24
hours of receipt in the office of the County Clerk. Each notice shall remain posted for a period of 30 days.

*** Thereafier, the clerk shall return the notice to the local Jead agency *** within a notation of the period it was
posted. The local lead agency shall retain the notice for not less than nine months.

Additions or changes by undertine; deletions by ***
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ORANGE COUNTY
CLERK-RECORDER
CEQA FILING COVER SHEET

THIS SPACE FOR CLERK’S USE ONLY

Complete and attach this form to each CEQA Notice filed with the County Clerk-Recorder
TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY

Project Title

HUNT CLUB PRS REHABILITATION

Check Document being Filed:

|:| Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

D Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) or Negative Declaration (ND)
@ Notice of Exemption (NOE}

D Other (Please fili in type):

FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE ORANGE
COUNTY CLERK-REGORDER ON 05/14/2026
Posted 05/14/2026 Removed

Returned to agency on
DEPUTY 516

Filing fees are due at the time a Notlce of Determination/Exempftion is filed with our office.For more Information
on flling fees and No Effect Determinations, please refer to Callfornia Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 753.5.
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TO: - ©ffice of Land Use and Climate Innovation
0] State Clearinghouse

P. 0. Box 3044, Room 113

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

FROM.: Name: . -Santa Margarita Water District
(Public T e oy e T
Agency)  Addies: 261TTAtto1i0 Parkway

Ranche Santa Margarita, CA

52688
, . Telephone:  (949) 459-6420
U " Cletk of the Board of Supervisors
ot

Ceunty Clerk (Include County name)
Address:

I. Project Title:

Hunt Club PRS Rehabilitation

2. Project Applicant (include address, telephone
number and email address):

Santa Margarita Water District, 26111 Antonio Parkway,
RSM, CA 92688, 949-459-6420

3. Project Loeation — Identify street address and cross
streets or-attach a map showing project site
(preferably & USGS 15’ or-7 1/2? topographical map
tdentified by quadrangle name):

North side of Huot Clab Drive at the intersection of
Fox Run, in San Juan Capisirano

4. 'fa) Project Location — City: San Juan Capisirano

(b} Project Location ~ County: Orange

5. Description of nature, purpose, and bepeficiaries of
Project:

" FILED

MAY 14 2026

HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER '

BY: A:U _ DEPUTY -

The project consists of the rehabilitation of an existing
underground pressure reducing vault within the public
water distribution system. Work includes the complete
replacement of all existing intetior piping, valves, fittings,
and appurtenances within the vault, sxtending from the
vault interior back to the connection points at the street
main tie-ins. The existing piping and valves, which are
aver 45 yedrs old and have reached the end of their useful
service life, will be replaced in-kind with now components
of equivalent function and capacity, Additionally, the
project will install a new access ladder equipped with a
safety up-post (ladder extension) and a new vault
lid/aceess hatch to provide compliant and safer confined-
space entry for maintenance personnel. All work will
ocour within the footprint of the existing vanlt and
immediately adjacent right-of-way af the existing main
connection points. No expansion of the vault strueture, no
inerease in systom capacity, and no change in operational
function will result from the project The putpose of the
project is to restore and maintain the reliability, safety,
and operational integrity of an aging component of the
existing wafer distribution infrastrueture, Replacoment of
the deteriorated 45+ yedr-old piping and valves will
reduce the tisk of in-service failure, leaks, and wiplanned
service disruptions, while the new ladder, safety up-post,
and vault lid will bring worker access into compliance
witl current Cai/OSIHA confitied-space and fall-protsction
standards. The beneficiaries include the existing water
custamers served by this segment of the distribution

Notice of Exemption

t FORM “A”




FILED

MAY 14 2026
HuGH NGUYE%R%RECURDER

BY: DEPUTY

system, who will continue to recelve reliable water service
with reduced risk of outages or pressure-related
disruptions; agency operations and maiatenance
personnal, who will benefit from safer code-compliant
access to the vault; and the general public, through the
continued reliable operation of essential public water
infrastrueture, '

6. Name of Public Agency approving project:

Santa Margaritn Water District

7. Name of Person or Agency undertaking the project,
inctuding any person undertaking an activity that
receives financial assistance from the Public Agency

as part of the activity or the person receiving a lease, .

permit, license, certificate, or other entitlement of use
from the Public Agency as part of the activity:

Santa Margarita Water District

8. Exempt status: (check one)

(2) O Ministeriel project. (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA
' Guidelines § 15268) '
(b) T) Nota project, (Btate CEQA Guidelines §§ 15050(c)(2)-(3), 15378)
(¢) O Declared Emergency (Pub. Resources Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA -
Guidelines § 15265%(a))
(d) [ Emergency Project. (Pub. Resources Cods § 21080(b)}(4); State CEQA
Guidelines § 1526%(b),(c))
(¢} ® Categorical Exemption, Class 2- Replacement, Class 1 Existing Facilities
State type and section mumber: :
() O3 Statutory Exemption.
State Code section numbet:
(2) O Other. Tixplanation: (State CEQA Guidelines § 15061(b)(3) Common Sense

exerption)

9. Reason why project was exempt:

Class 1 exempts the repair, or minor aiteration of existing
public facilities, mechanical equipment involving
negligible or no expansion of existitg or former use. The
pressure reducing vault is an existing public utility
facility, and the project consists solely of in-kind
teplacement of deteriorated piping, valves, and access
somponents within the existing vault footprint, Section
15301(b) specifically lists "existing facilities of both
investor and publicly owned utilities used to provide...
water... or other public utility services" as qualifying for
this examplion. There will be no expansion of use, no
increase in capacity, and no change in the function of the
facility.

10, Lead Agency Contact Person:
Telephone:

Santa Margarita Water District
e L

I

i

11. If filed by applicant: Attach Certificate of Determination (Form “B™) before ﬁ,lir‘a\lg- Sl

12. Was a public hearing beld by the Lead Agency to consider fhe exemption®, )’es bl o No M

If'yes, the date of the public heating was:

PN TR

Notice of Exemption

FORM "A”




Date:

Petiini a%u%

Signature

Name: Pa:{—"'bc(.ﬁ_ putles

Title: (L(/ug F‘ Ep\,ﬂ'{ necy”

Signed by Lead Agency [ Signed by Applicant

Santa Margarita Water District
Date Received for Filing:
{Clerk Stamp Hers)

Anthority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code,

FILED

r MAY 14 2026
HUGH NGUYEN, CLERK-RECORDER
lén’ DEPUTY

L

BY:

Notice of Exemption FORM “A”




CERTIFICATE OF DETERMINATION

(If Notice of Exemption filed by Project Applicant, Project Applicant n.;ust Attach to Notice of Exemption)

1. Name or deseription of project:

Hunt Club PRS Rehabilitation

2, Project Location — Identify street
address and cross streets or attach a
map showing project site (preferably a
USGS 15° or 7 1/2° topographical map
identified by quadrangle name):

North side of Hunt Club Drive at the interscetion of Fox Run, In San
Juan Capistrano

3. Entity or person undertaking project:

Santa Margarita Water District

B,  Other (Private)

(1)

Natne

@)

Address

4, Staff Determination:

The Lead Agency’s Staff, having undertaken and completed a preliminary review of this project in accordance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the Lead Agency’s Local Guidelines for
Implementing CEQA has concluded that this project does not require further environmental assessment because:

a Ul The proposed action does not constituie a project under CEQA.
b, O The project is a Ministerial Project.
e, O The project is an Emergency Project.
d O The project constitutes a feasibilily or planting study.
e K The project is categorically exempt.
Applicable Exemption Class: Class 1
and Class 2
£ O The project is statntorily exempt,
Applicable Exemption;
g [ . The project is otherwise exempt on the
following basis:
h O The project involves anothar public agency which constitutes the Lead Agency.
Name of Lead Agency:
Date: Staff:

Certificate of Determination

- FILED

MAY 14 2026
HUGH NGUVEN, CLERK-RECORDER
BY: | PEPUTY

FORM “B”




SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

T State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
&4 2026 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT
Y DFW 753.5a (REV, 01/01/26) Previously DFG 753.5a

RECEIPT NUMBER:
30-05/14/2026-0415

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If appiicable)

LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE
SANTA MARGARITA WATER DISTRICT 05/1412028
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
ORANGE COUNTY 202685000577
PROJECT TITLE
HUNT CLUB PRS REHABILITAT:ON
PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
SANTA MARGARITA WATER DISTRICT
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
26111 ANTONIO PARKWAY RSM CA 92688
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriata box)

[ Local Public Agency ] school District Other Special District (] State Agency IZ] Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

[ Environmentat Impaet Report (E1R) $ 4,227.50 3
{1 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MNDYND) $ 3,043.75 3
1 Certified Regulatory Program {CRP) document - payment dug direstly to CDFW $ 143725 3

H Exempt from fee
Bl Notice of Exemption (attach)
£] CDFW Ne Effect Determinatiar: {attach)
[0 Fee previousiy paid {attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

01 Water Right Application or Petition Fze (State Water Resources Contral Board only) $ 850.00%

[ County decumentary handling fee $ 50.00 %

O Other 5
PAYMENT METHOD:

[0 Cash [] Credt [J Check EJ Other TOTAL RECEIVED  § 0.00
SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE
X C : o Xiaoxi Zhou  Deputy Clark

ORIGINAL- PROJECT APPLICANT

COPY - COFW/ASB

COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW753.5a (Rav. 01312028)




Print Form ]

Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Santa Margarita Water District
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 26111 Antonio Parkway, Rancho Santa Margarita, CA 92688

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

County Clerk
County of: ORANGE (Address)

Project Title: HUNT CLUB PRS REHABILITATION

Santa Margarita Water District

Project Applicant:
Project Location - Specific:

North side of Hunt Club Drive at the intersection of Fox Run, In San Juan Capistrano

Project Location - City: ~_San Juan Capistrano Project Location - County: ©range
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The project consists of the rehabiltabon cf an existing underground pressure reducing vaull within the public water distribution system. Work includes the complete replacemaent of urxmmq irigior png valves, fittings, and '\mu'mnanms«nl in the
vault, extending from the vaull interior back to the connection points at the street main tie-ins. The existing piping and valves. which are over 45 years o of th Il ber roplaced in-kind with ne
companents of equivalent function and capacity. Additionally, the project will instal a new access laddar mu pped with a salety up-post (Indder extensi iant and saler confined-space mfyrp.
mainianance parsonnel. Al work will occur within the faotprint of the exis di nt i ase in system capacity, and o changs in
operational function wil resutt from the project.The purpase of the project siore and maintain the reliability, salsty. and operational integriy of an aging componeni of ihe existing water infrastructurs of thy

45+ year-old piping and valves will reduce the risk of in-service failure, le. unplanned service disruptions, while tha new Iadder, safety up-post, and vault lid will bring warker access inta complianca with current CavOSHA confin ag 3pace and
fall-protection standards. The benclicianes include the existing waler customers served by this segment of the distribution system, who will contnue 10 receive relable waler service with reduced risk of oulages o pressure-relaled dsruptions; agency
operatians and maintenance persannel, who will benefil from safer code-comgliant access ta the vauli. and the general public. through the cantinued reliable operation of essential public waler infrastructure.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Santa Margarita Water District
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project; Santa Margarita Water District

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
[ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Class 1 - Existing Facilities, Class 2 - Replacement

Reasons why project is exempt:

Class 1 exempts the repair, or minor alteration of existing public facilities, mechanical equipment involving negligible or no
expansion of existing or former use. The pressure reducing vault is an existing public utility facility, and the project consists solely of
in-kind replacement of deteriorated piping, valves, and access components within the existing vault footprint. Section 15301(b)
specifically lists "existing facilities of bath investor and publicly owned utilities used to provide... water... or other public utility
services" as qualifying for this exemption. There will be no expansion of use, no increase in capacity, and no change in the function
of the facility.
Lead Agency

Contact Person: _Santa Margarita Water District Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 9494596420

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: P&‘-I:M/‘- B’(&MM Date: g/’?[ 2024 Title: (1/[/“6 7L Eﬂﬂ(l/—lﬁd/

v Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011



