
 

 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
 
July 6, 2026 
 
Matt Hespenheide 
Ventura County  
Department of Public Works 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, CA 93009 
 
Dear Mr. Hespenheide: 
 
RESPONSE TO NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR BRIDGE ROAD TEMPORARY BRIDGE PROJECT (SCH No. 
2026060137) 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the County of Ventura Department of Public 
Works Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Bridge Road 
Temporary Bridge Project (project).  The proposed project involves the construction of a 
temporary, prefabricated single lane bridge, over Santa Paula Creek, in unincorporated Ventura 
County. The existing bridge has gone through multiple repairs to address abutment 
undermining, timber deterioration, anchor and bolt failures, and deck replacement, but the 
structure continues to deteriorate and exhibit safety deficiencies. The temporary bridge would 
be installed six feet north of the existing bridge, with two piles, new asphalt surfaces with K rail 
or steel bollards, and dirt roadway access areas installed on each side of the creek.  One acre 
of vegetation clearing and grubbing will be conducted on the east and west banks. The 
temporary bridge would provide continued vehicle and emergency access between SR-150 and 
communities east of Santa Paula Creek, during closure of the existing bridge.   
 
The goal of the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Los Angeles Water Board) 
is to protect beneficial uses within the Los Angeles Region consistent with the Federal Clean 
Water Act (CWA) and the State of California’s Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, which 
require careful consideration of projects which may result in adverse impacts to water quality 
and beneficial uses of waters of the State.  
 
In consideration of the Los Angeles Water Board’s objectives, we have the following comments 
on the IS/MND: 

1. Impacts to Waters of the State 
The project, as presented, would either permanently or temporarily impact Santa Paul Creek 
through the placement and construction of a 180-long prefabricated single-lane steel truss 
bridge next to the existing historic Bridge Road Bridge. The project proponent delineated 
temporary and permanent impacts within the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
jurisdiction (Figure 6) but has not delineated nor listed temporary and permanent impacts 
within the jurisdiction of the Los Angeles Water Board.  

 



Matt Hespenheide - 2 - July 6, 2026 

The project description also does not specify the operational duration of the new “temporary” 
bridge.  Without this information, it is not possible to determine whether placement of the 
bridge would constitute a temporary or permanent impact to waters of the state.  
We disagree that the construction and placement of the temporary bridge would result in a 
Less Than Significant Impact to the riparian habitat.  Depending on the duration of use, the 
temporary bridge would cause temporary or permanent degradation of ecological condition 
within the stream channel, the aquatic riparian zone, or any wetlands that has yet to be 
delineated. 
 
Please: 
a. Specify the causes, natures, and magnitude of all proposed impacts.   
b. Quantify impacts as definitively as feasible. Factors affecting the reliability of the results 

should be identified and characterized. 
c. Identify whether impacts will be temporary or permanent. 

 
2. Avoidance and Minimization Analysis 
 

The Los Angeles Water Board believes avoidance is the best strategy for managing 
potential water quality impacts and strongly discourages temporary or permanent impacts 
to waters of the state when avoidable or minimized whenever possible. If permanent 
impacts are identified, please present an analysis of alternatives considered to minimize 
impacts to waters of the State to the maximum extent possible and demonstrate how the 
chosen alternative is the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA). 
Note that issuance of a CWA Section 401 Water Quality Certification may be denied should 
the project not meet this criterion.    
 

3. Mitigation  
 

If permanent impacts are identified, the IS/MND should propose compensatory mitigation 
for the significant impacts to water quality and beneficial uses related to the placement or 
construction of the proposed bridge. The compensatory mitigation must ensure that there is 
no net loss of the overall abundance, diversity, and condition of aquatic resources, based 
on the watershed profile. Note that the Los Angeles Water Board allows mitigation in the 
form of establishment, re-establishment, rehabilitation, or enhancement. The Los Angeles 
Water Board does not accept preservation as compensatory mitigation. Final compensatory 
mitigation is subject to approval by the Los Angeles Water Board during the CWA Section 
401 Water Quality Certification permitting process. 
 

Again, thank you for this chance to comment.  We welcome the opportunity to work with you 
and the project proponent to make this project an example of environmental sustainability in 
California.  For clarification of any comments or for other assistance, please contact Man Voong 
at (213) 576-6690 or at Man.Voong@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Céline Gallon, Ph.D. 
Environmental Program Manager 
Regional Programs 

mailto:Man.Voong@waterboards.ca.gov
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Cc: 
Victoria Tang, Environmental Program Manager 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife  
 
Wetlands Regulatory Office  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
 
Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearing House 
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