NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
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PROIECT TITLE: Magenta Drain Restoration

Project Address: Assessor's Parcel Numbers: 008-520-002-000; 009-300-001-000,
350 Race Street 009-200-003-000; 005-300-042-000; 009-610-038-000

Grass Valley, CA and 95945 County of: Nevada

Project Description: The Magenta Drain Restoration Project is a habitat restoration effort that will occur
along an approximately 80C linear-foot segment of Magenta Drain within Memorial Park. Magenta Drainis a
historically altered, artificial channel originally constructed in the mid 1800s to convey groundwater and
mining discharges from the Empire Mine area. Although legacy mining contamination has been remediated,
the channel remains highly degraded and ecologically impaired, characterized by a steep, uniform V-shaped
profile, disturbed fill substrates, limited channel complexity, and a riparian corridor dominated by invasive
plant species and nennative ornamental trees. Existing conditions provide minimal aquatic or riparian
habitat and limited ecological function.

The project will restore approximately 0.73 acre, with 0.67 acre [91%) consisting of habitat restoration
activities. Restoration components include re-contouring the channel and banks in key areas totaling 0.09
acres to improve stability and hydrologic function, habitat boulder augmentation within approximately 0.08
acras to increase channel complexity and aquatic microhabitats (of this 0.08 acres, individual habitat
boulders total 0.02-acres with the remaining area consisting of the existing substrate), and invasive species
removal and native riparian revegetation across approximately 0.56 acres. Revegetation will utilize
regionally appropriate native riparian trees, shrubs, and understory species to establish a dense canopy to
improve shading and suppress reestablishment of invasive species while enhancing wildlife habitat.
Approximately 0.03 acres of vegetated rock slope protection will be installed to replace an existing vertical
retaining wall using bioengineered methods that stabilize banks while supporting ecological processes.
Minor recreational improvements totaling approximately 0.07 acres {9% of the project area) are included
and are incidental to the habitat restoration objectives. These consist of a gravel trail (approximately 0.05
acres) and limited creek access steps and seat boulders (approximately 0.01 acres) to provide controlled
public access and viewing opportunities while avoiding disturbance to restored habitats.

The project does not include new buildings, expansion of developed uses, or changes in land use
designation. All work is limited to restoraticn and enhancement of an existing degraded drainage corridor.
Upon cempletion, the project will result in a more stable and ecologically functional riparian ecosystem that
improves habitat quality, channel stability, and ecological processes compared to existing conditions.

This project has been approved by and will be carried out by the City of Grass Valley
Lead Agency Contact Pe

Signature: Date:

EXEMPT STATUS: Categorically Exempt - Class 33 - Small Habitat Restoration
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION — ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

Reason Project is Exempt: This project consists of habitat restoration along an 800-linear-foot segment of
Magenta Drain within Memorial Park to improve aquatic and riparian habitat and ecological function. The project
is exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15333 — Small Habitat Restoration Projects. The praject meets the
conditions for this exemption as explained below.

sSmall Habitat Restoration {Class 33). Class 33 consists of projects not to exceed five acres in size to assure the
maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of hakitat for fish, plants, or wildlife provided
that:

a. There would be no significant adverse impact on endangered, rare or threatened species or their
habitat pursuant to section 15065,

b. There are no hazardous materials at or around the project site that may be disturbed or remaved,
and

¢. The project will not result in impacts that are significant when viewed in connection with the
effects of past projects, the effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future
projects.
The Magenta Drain Restoration project involves restoration and ancillary recreation improvements on 0.73
acres. The restoration work will result in a more stable and ecolegically functional riparian ecosystem that
impreves habitat quality, channel stability, and ecological processes compared to existing conditions and
will not result in significant adverse effects as discussed below.

Exceptions to Use of a Categorical Exemption: As discussed below, the project does not have the potential to
trigger any of the exceptions identified in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 prehibiting the use of a categorical
exemption.

a. Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be located - a
project that is ardinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may, in a particularly sensitive
environment, be significant.

This exception does not apply to a Class 33 Categorical Exemption, which inherently involves
environmentally sensitive sites.

b. Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of
successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant.

The City of Grass Valley does not anticipate any additional modifications to Magenta Drain or its associated
riparian vegetation.

c. Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable
possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances.

The project will improve the aquatic and riparian habitat and ecological function of Magenta Drain and
result in an improvement to the habitat value within the project site. The project is subject to permits from
the U.5. Army Corps of Engineers, California Department of Fish and wildlife, and Lahontan Regional Water
Quality Control Board. Compliance with permit conditions will ensure there is no significant adverse effect
to biclogical reseurces. The project will not alter operations or recreational programming of Memorial Park
and will not result in any adverse effects to other environmental resources.
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION - ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to scenic
resources including, but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings or similar resources, within
a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway.

The nearest eligible Scenic Highway to the project site is State Route (SR) 174 (Caltrans 2026}, which is
locally signed as Ophir Street. The Magenta Drain Restoration project site is not visible from SR 174. Large
trees are present between SR 174 and Memorial Park, and the Memorial Park tennis courts are located
adjacent to those trees. The project site is located approximately 260 feet west of SR 174,

Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site that is
included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

The project site is not included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 659625 of the Government Code
(DTSC 2026, SWRCB 2026}.

Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project that may cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

A Cultural Resources Assessment Report was prepared for the project. The Magenta Drain Channel was
evaluated for potential historic significance and is recommended ineligible under NRHP/CRHR Criteria A-
C/1-3 and Grass Valley Historic Resources Criteria 1-9 due to a lack of sufficient integrity. There is one
significant historic resource located within the project’s Area of Potential Effect, the Memorial Park Bridge,
which is a stone arched bridge that crosses over the Magenta Drain Channel. The Cultural Resources
Assessment Report found that the bridge “lacks characteristics that would make it sensitive to any potential
visual, vibratory, auditory, or atmospheric effects that the project may cause.” There are other significant
historic resaurces and potentially significant historic rescurces within Memorial Park but they are not
located near the proposed work area and thus were not included in the project’s Area of Potential Effect.
The Cultural Resources Assessment Report concluded that no historical resources would be affected by the
project (Dudek 2026).
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