














































































































































































































































































BEAUMONT EARLY CHILD HOOD  EDUCATION CENTER 
INIT IAL  STUD Y/MITIGATED  NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
BEAUMONT UNIF IED SCHOOL D ISTRICT 
3.  ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION 

128 PlaceWorks 

This page intentionally left blank. 
  



BEAUMONT EARLY CHILD HOOD  EDUCATION CENTER 
INIT IAL  STUD Y/MITIGATED  NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

BEAUMONT UNIF IED SCHOOL D ISTRICT 
3.  ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION 

MAY 2026 129 

During construction, the District’s construction contractor would prepare and implement a 
SWPPP, which would include erosion and sediment control measures to minimize pollutant 
discharge from the site. During operation, permanent BMPs would minimize runoff volume and 
associated pollutant loading through detention, infiltration, and water quality treatment 
features. With implementation of these measures, the Proposed Project would not substantially 
increase the rate or volume of stormwater runoff in a manner that would result in flooding or 
exceed the capacity of existing or planned storm drain facilities. Therefore, impacts related to 
stormwater drainage systems would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are 
necessary. 

Electricity and Natural Gas Services and Facilities 

Electrical and Natural Gas Energy 

As shown in Table 6, Electricity and Natural Gas Consumption, implementation of the Proposed 
Project would result in 166,608 kilowatt hours of electricity use per year (kWh/year) and 
475,122 kilo-British thermal units per year (kBTU/year) of natural gas usage.  

Electrical service to the Project Site would be provided by SCE. Total electricity consumption in 
SCE’s service area was approximately 79,341 gigawatt-hours (GWh) in 2024 (CEC 2026a). The 
increase due to the Proposed Project is approximately 0.1 percent of the total electricity 
consumption for SCE in 2024 of 79,341 GWh. 

Natural gas service would be provided by SoCalGas. Total natural gas consumption in SoCalGas’s 
service area was approximately 4,959 million of therms in 2024 (CEC 2026b). Natural gas service 
is provided by SoCalGas through connections to existing off-site natural gas pipelines and new 
on-site infrastructure. The increase due to the Proposed Project is less than 0.1 percent of the 
total natural gas consumption for SoCalGas in 2024 of 4,959 million of therms. 

Development associated with the Proposed Project would also be built to meet the latest 
Building Energy Efficiency Standards and CALGreen, which would improve building energy 
efficiency performance for electricity and natural gas use when compared to existing 
development in the region. Therefore, operation of the Proposed Project would result in a less 
than significant impact related to electricity and natural gas and no mitigation measures are 
necessary. 

Telecommunication Facilities 
Telecommunications services for the District include contracted voice communications through 
Verizon Communications, with the District using Verizon-provided VoIP telephone service at its 
Educational Support Facility (District Office) under a monthly recurring or contract arrangement. 
Current District telephone service is delivered through Verizon, and the District owns its 
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handsets and manages the system to accommodate needs such as voicemail, call forwarding, 
and other features as part of its telecommunications infrastructure plan (BUSD 2016).  

Telecommunication facilities for the Proposed Project would be provided through connection to 
the existing telecommunications infrastructure in the vicinity of the Project Site. Required 
extensions or connections would utilize existing rights-of-way and established network facilities. 
As a result, potential impacts related to the expansion of telecommunications services 
associated with the Proposed Project are considered less than significant and no mitigation 
measures are necessary. 

b) Would the Proposed Project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project 
and reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry 
years?  

As previously substantiated in Section XIX.a, BCVWD has sufficient water supplies to serve the 
Proposed Project and reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and 
multiple dry years. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation 
measures are necessary. 

c) Would the Proposed Project result in a determination by the waste water treatment 
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments? 

As previously substantiated in Section XIX.a, there is existing wastewater treatment capacity in 
the WWTP for the Proposed Project’s estimated wastewater generation. Therefore, impacts 
would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are necessary. 

d) Would the Proposed Project generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or 
in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of 
solid waste reduction goals?  

The District contracts solid waste and recycling with Waste Management Collection & Recycling 
Inc. (WM), which would then provide solid waste collection services to the Project Site (BUSD 
2025). Solid waste generated by the Proposed Project would be transported to the Lamb 
Canyon Landfill, which is operated by Riverside County. Disposal data for the landfill is shown in 
Table 15. As shown in the table, the landfill has a Residual Disposal Capacity of 3,264 tons per 
day. 
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Table 15 Landfill Capacity 

Landfill 

Maximum 
Permitted 

Throughput 
(tons/day) 

Average 
Disposal 

(tons/day)1 

Residual 
Disposal 
Capacity 

(tons/day)2 

Remaining 
Capacity, 

(cubic 
yards) 

Estimated 
Closing Year 

Lamb Canyon Sanitary 
Landfill 

16411 State Hwy 79 
Beaumont, CA 92223  

5,000 1,736 3,264 14,540,000 4/1/2032 

Source: CalRecycle 2024;2026a. 
Notes: 
1 The 2024 disposal rate represents the amount of waste landfilled at the Lamb Canyon Sanitary Landfill, which was 
reported as 607,583 tons for the year. Dividing this annual total by 350 operating days (accounting for holidays) 
results in an average daily disposal rate of approximately 1,736 tons per day. 
2 The residual daily disposal capacity is the difference between the maximum permitted daily capacity of 5,000 
tons/day and the 2024 daily disposal rate of 1,736 tons/day. 

Based on the building square footage, the Proposed Project is estimated to generate a net 
increase of about 139 pounds per day (0.07 tons per day) of solid waste, as shown in Table 16. 

Table 16 Proposed Project Solid Waste Generation 

Scenario 

School 
Buildings 

(SF) 

School Solid Waste 
Generation Rate 

(lbs/SF/day) 
Total Solid Waste 

Generation (lbs/day) 

Total Solid Waste 
Generation 
(tons/day) 

Proposed 
Conditions 19,846 0.007 139 0.07 

Source: CalRecycle 2026b. 
Notes: SF = square feet; lbs.=pounds 

As demonstrated in Table 15, there is adequate landfill capacity in the region for the Proposed 
Project’s forecasted solid waste disposal, and project development would not require additional 
landfill capacity at the landfill(s) serving Beaumont. Additionally, the total amount of solid waste 
expected to be generated under the Proposed Project would be minimal compared to the 
residual daily disposal capacity of the landfills. 

Furthermore, substantial reductions in solid waste from construction materials can be achieved 
through recycling, reuse, and diversion programs. CALGreen section 5.408 (Construction Waste 
Reduction, Disposal and Recycling) mandates recycling and/or salvaging for reuse a minimum of 
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65 percent of the nonhazardous construction and demolition waste. The Proposed Project 
would comply with CALGreen’s goal of reusing or recycling the Proposed Project’s construction 
waste.  

Based on the preceding, impacts on landfill capacity would be less than significant, and no 
mitigation measures are necessary. 

e) Would the Proposed Project comply with federal, state, and local management and 
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

Solid waste would be generated during the construction and operation of the Proposed Project. 
The Proposed Project would comply with all regulations pertaining to solid waste, such as the 
California Integrated Waste Management Act and local recycling and waste programs. The 
Proposed Project would comply with all applicable laws and regulations and make every effort 
to reuse and/or recycle the construction debris that would otherwise be taken to a landfill. 
Section 5.408 of CALGreen requires that at least 65 percent of the nonhazardous construction 
and demolition waste from nonresidential construction operations be recycled and/or salvaged 
for reuse. Hazardous waste, such as paint used during construction, would be disposed of only 
at facilities permitted to receive it in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations. The 
Proposed Project would comply with all applicable federal, state, and local statutes and 
regulations related to solid waste disposal. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, 
and no mitigation measures are necessary. 

XX. Wildfire 
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high fire hazard severity 
zones, would the project: 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a) Substantially impair an adopted 

emergency response plan or emergency 
evacuation plan? 

☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and 
thereby expose project occupants to 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or 
the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 



BEAUMONT EARLY CHILD HOOD  EDUCATION CENTER 
INIT IAL  STUD Y/MITIGATED  NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

BEAUMONT UNIF IED SCHOOL D ISTRICT 
3.  ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION 

MAY 2026 133 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
c) Require the installation or maintenance of 

associated infrastructure (such as roads, 
fuel breaks, emergency water sources, 
power lines or other utilities) that may 
exacerbate fire risk or that may result in 
temporary or ongoing impacts to the 
environment? 

☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

d) Expose people or structures to significant 
risks, including downslope or downstream 
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, 
post-fire slope instability, or drainage 
changes? 

☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

 

Wildland fire protection in California is the responsibility of either the local government, state, or 
federal government. State Responsibility Areas (SRA) are the areas in the state where the State 
of California has the primary financial responsibility for the prevention and suppression of 
wildland fires. The SRA forms one large area over 31 million acres to which the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) provides a basic level of wildland fire 
prevention and protection services.  

Local responsibility areas (LRA) include incorporated cities, cultivated agriculture lands, and 
portions of the desert. LRA fire protection is typically provided by city fire departments, fire 
protection districts, counties, and by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CAL FIRE) under contract to local governments. CAL FIRE uses an extension of the SRA Fire Hazard 
Severity Zone model as the basis for evaluating fire hazard in LRAs. The local responsibility area 
hazard rating reflects flame and ember intrusion from adjacent wildlands and from flammable 
vegetation in the urban area. Riverside County Fire Department Office of Emergency Services 
currently provides fire protection and emergency medical services to Riverside County. 

Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) are identified by Moderate, High and Very High in an SRA, and 
Very High in an LRA. The Project Site is within an LRA, and not within a Fire Hazard Severity Zone. 
The closest VHFHSZ that is mapped by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
in an SRA is located 0.19 miles northeast (RCFD 2026) and in the LRA the closest VHFHSZ is 
approximately 1.45 miles north of the Project Site (CAL FIRE 2026). Land between the edge of the 
nearest FHSZ and the Project Site consists of a mix of commercial and residential development.  
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DISCUSSION 

a) Would the Proposed Project substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan? 

The Proposed Project would not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or 
emergency evacuation plan. The Proposed Project is a public-school use, which by its nature 
requires and will be designed with a site-specific emergency operations plan that will be 
coordinated with Beaumont Emergency Services Department and other emergency responders 
(Beaumont 2020). As detailed in the project description and design, the Proposed Project would 
incorporate required emergency access features, including dedicated fire lanes within the 
internal drive aisle system, multiple access points from public roadways, and connect to an 
adequate water supply. These features would be reviewed and approved by RCFD and DSA as 
part of the plan check and permitting process. 

Additionally, the Proposed Project would not alter local or regional transportation networks or 
block existing emergency routes during construction or operation. It introduces a defined, 
managed facility whose emergency plans will be integrated into the broader community 
response framework. 

Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are necessary. 

b) Would the Proposed Project, due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to pollutant 
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

The Proposed Project would not exacerbate wildfire risks or expose occupants to substantial 
new risks from wildfire spread or pollutant concentrations. The Project Site is located in an area 
of flat topography with gentle slopes, which does not promote rapid wildfire spread like steep 
terrain. The Proposed Project would develop part of the Anna M. Hause Elementary School 
grass play field and parking lot into the Beaumont Early Childhood Education Center.  

This change replaces continuous vegetation with non-combustible buildings, hardscape, and a 
play area, thereby reducing the available fuel load on the site itself. The Proposed Project would 
be constructed to current, stringent building codes under the review of DSA, incorporating fire-
resistive materials and site design that includes perimeter setbacks for defensible space. 
Furthermore, the Proposed Project includes designed emergency vehicle access, as required 
and approved by RCFD, ensuring adequate infrastructure for firefighting. 

While the region experiences seasonal winds, the Proposed Project does not alter regional wind 
patterns, and the proposed development would not exacerbate wildfire or the spread of a 
wildfire. 

Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are necessary. 
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c) Would the Proposed Project require the installation or maintenance of associated 
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other 
utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing 
impacts to the environment? 

The Proposed Project involves the construction of new on-site infrastructure, including new 
parking lots and underground utility connections. This infrastructure is designed to reduce fire 
risk, not exacerbate it. The on-site water lines and hydrants will create a dedicated emergency 
water source to serve the Beaumont Early Childhood Education Center, enhancing firefighting 
capability. Access roads and drive aisles are designed to double as necessary fire lanes, 
improving emergency response over the existing vacant condition. The extended electrical and 
telecommunications lines would be installed underground, eliminating the fire risk associated 
with overhead power lines. The new utility connections would occur in Carnation Lane for new 
water and wastewater lines would connect to the existing lines on-site, which connect to the 
water/sewer main in Carnation Lane. The utility connections would remain on-site, outside of 
the public right-of-way, and require no significant off-site extensions that could create new fuel 
breaks or disturbances in wildland areas. 

Therefore, the impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are 
necessary. 

d) Would the Proposed Project expose people or structures to significant risks, including 
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

The Project Site is described as having flat topography with gentle slopes draining to the 
south/southeast, and it is not located in a mapped flood hazard zone (Appendix C). The 
Proposed Project would implement BMPs, and direct runoff into existing inlets, and storm 
drains in the public right of way. This would control the rate and improve the quality of 
stormwater runoff. The design will comply with all City of Beaumont standards and will be 
subject to review and approval by DSA. 

As addressed previously, the Proposed Project does not exacerbate wildfire risks, and the 
Project Site's flat terrain is not prone to post-fire slope instability or landslides. The Project Site 
does not contain potential flooding risk, and existing stormwater infrastructure and BMP’s 
would improve runoff through controlled infrastructure. Therefore, the Proposed Project would 
not expose occupants or adjacent properties to significant new risks from flooding or slope 
instability. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures are necessary. 
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XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance 

Issues 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than-
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
a) Does the project have the potential to 

substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to 
eliminate a plant or animal community, 
substantially reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or 
animal or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

b) Does the project have impacts that are 
individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively 
considerable” means that the incremental 
effects of a project are considerable when 
viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable 
future projects.) 

☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

c) Does the project have environmental 
effects which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either 
directly or indirectly? 

☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

 

DISCUSSION 

a) Does the Proposed Project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or 
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or 
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 



BEAUMONT EARLY CHILD HOOD  EDUCATION CENTER 
INIT IAL  STUD Y/MITIGATED  NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

BEAUMONT UNIF IED SCHOOL D ISTRICT 
3.  ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATION 

MAY 2026 137 

As substantiated in Section IV, Biological Resources, implementation of the Proposed Project 
would result in an impact on biological resources. However, with implementation of Mitigation 
Measure BIO-1, impacts to biological resources would be reduced to a level of less than 
significant.  

As substantiated in Section V, Cultural Resources, no historic resources were identified on the 
Project Site. However, project-related ground-disturbing activities (e.g., grading and excavation) 
have the potential to reveal unknown buried cultural deposits. With implementation of 
Mitigation Measure CUL-1, impacts to archaeological resources would be reduced to a less-than-
significant level.  

Furthermore, project-related ground-disturbing activities (e.g., grading and excavation) have the 
potential to reveal unknown buried paleontological resources. However, as substantiated in 
Section VII, Geology and Soils, impacts to paleontological resources were deemed to be less than 
significant with implementation of Mitigation Measure GEO-1. 

b) Does the Proposed Project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively 
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the 
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects.) 

The issues relevant to the proposed project development are confined to the immediate Project 
Site. Additionally, the Project Site is in an area of Beaumont where supporting utility 
infrastructure (e.g., electricity, natural gas, and drainage) and services (e.g., solid waste collection) 
currently exist. Project implementation would not require the construction of new or expansion 
of utility infrastructure for water, sewer, electricity, or natural gas as no such services or facilities 
are needed to support the Proposed Project.  

Furthermore, impacts related to other topical areas such as air quality, GHG, hydrology and water 
quality, and traffic would not be cumulatively considerable with development of the Proposed 
Project in conjunction with other cumulative projects, as analyzed in this Initial Study. 

In consideration of the preceding factors, the Proposed Project’s contribution to cumulative 
impacts would be rendered less than significant; therefore, project impacts would not be 
cumulatively considerable. 

c) Does the Proposed Project have environmental effects which will cause substantial 
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

As substantiated in the respective topical sections of this Initial Study, implementation of the 
Proposed Project would not result in significant impacts in the areas of air quality, GHG, geology 
and soils, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, noise, or wildfire, which 
may cause adverse effects on human beings. Therefore, impacts related to these environmental 
effects were deemed to be less than significant. 
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