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Potential Environmental Effects 
The EIR will describe the significant direct and indirect environmental impacts of the project. 
The EIR also will evaluate the cumulative impacts of the project, defined as two or more 
individual effects which when considered together are considerable or compound other 
environmental impacts. Cumulative impacts result from the incremental impact of a project 
added to other closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects. SMUD 
anticipates that the project could result in significant environmental impacts in the following 
resource areas, which will be further evaluated in the EIR to determine the level of significance: 

• Aesthetics: Temporary and long-term changes in scenic views or visual character of the 
project site as viewed by motorists on Twin Cities Road and East Clay Road, along with 
the potential for glare. 

• Agriculture: Temporary or long-term changes to existing environment and conversion of 
important farmland to non-agricultural use and nullifying Williamson Act contracts on 
APNs: 140-0030-009, 140-0030-023, 140-0050-025, 140-0050-026, a portion of 138-
0060-034, and 138-0060-035. 

• Air Quality: Temporary increases in air pollutant emissions associated with construction 
and operation associated with mobile-source emissions from maintenance worker trips 
and operation of the emergency backup generator. 

• Biological Resources: Temporary disturbances or permanent losses of habitats and 
wildlife corridors; temporary disturbances or permanent losses of state or federally 
protected wetlands; temporary disturbances or permanent losses of special-status plant, 
terrestrial, and aquatic species. 

• Cultural Resources: Temporary or permanent disturbances of known or unknown 
historical or archaeological resources. 

• Environmental Justice: Potential to create or worsen existing adverse conditions that 
would negatively impact communities within SMUD's service area, especially those 
identified as having a high sensitivity on the Sustainable Communities Resources 
Priorities Map. 

• Geology and Soils: Potential soil erosion or loss of topsoil during construction; and 
potential impacts related to unstable soils, earthquakes, unique geological features, and 
expansive soils at the project site. 

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Temporary increases in greenhouse gas emissions 
associated with mobile-source exhaust from construction worker commute trips, truck 
haul trips, and equipment (e.g., excavators, graders). However, the project provides a 
source of non GHG producing generation that offsets reliance on electrical generation 
from fossil fuel power plants. 

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials: Potential spills of hazardous materials during 
construction; potential exposure of workers to hazardous materials during construction; 
and increased exposure to wildland fire risk during construction. 

• Hydrology and Water Quality: Potential temporary and permanent alterations of local 
drainage patterns and increases in stormwater peak flow and volumes and potential 
downstream runoff effects; temporary effects on water quality during construction, 
including spills of fuel or other hazardous materials; and potential impacts to Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and local 100-year floodplains and floodways 
and drainage facilities throughout the site. 
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• Land Use and Planning: Compliance with local and regional adopted plans. 

• Noise: Temporary increases in noise, including offsite truck traffic noise, and vibration 
levels during construction, and long-term operational noise sources. 

• Public Services: Potential impacts to fire and emergency services and maintenance of 
public roads. 

• Transportation and Traffic: Temporary increases in traffic and traffic hazards on local 
roadways (including Twin Cities Road and East Clay Road) during construction. 

• Tribal Cultural Resources: Potential substantial adverse changes to tribal cultural 
resources. 

• Utilities and Service Systems: Potential increase in demand for additional water, 
wastewater, or solid waste treatment or disposal facilities, and its potential impacts on 
utility services. 

• Wildfire: Potential increased exposure to wildland fire risk during construction. 

These potential impacts will be assessed and discussed in detail in the EIR, and feasible and 
practicable mitigation measures will be recommended to reduce any identified significant or 
potentially significant impacts. The discussion in the EIR will also include an alternatives 
analysis. 

SMUD anticipates that the project would not result in environmental impacts in the following 
resource areas, which would not be further evaluated in the EIR: energy, mineral resources, 
population and housing, and recreation. 

Potential Approvals and Permits Required: Elements of the project could be subject to 
permitting and/or approval authority of other agencies. As the lead agency pursuant to CEQA, 
SMUD is responsible for considering the adequacy of the EIR. Other potential permits required 
from other agencies could include: 

Federal 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE): Compliance with Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act (CWA) for discharge of fill to Waters of the U.S., if required. 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS): Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) Consultation. Letter of Concurrence for a Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) 
determination, if required. 

• State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO): Compliance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (required in support of CWA Section 404 permit, if 
required). 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA): Conditional Letter/Letter of Map 
Revision (CLOMR/LOMR) for floodplain boundary, if required. 

State 

• State Water Resources Control Board (SWRQB): Clean Water Act Section 402, 
construction general permit, if required. 

• Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWCQB): Clean Water Act 
Section 401, water quality certification; and/or waste discharge permit for waters of the 
state, if applicable. 
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• California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW): Compliance with California 
Endangered Species Act (CESA), potential permits under Section 2081 of the Fish and 
Game Code if take of listed species is likely to occur; and Section 1602 streambed 
alteration agreement for construction activities that occur within the bed, bank or channel 
of waterways, if required. 

• California Department of Transportation: Encroachment permit and/or transportation 
management plan for any oversized equipment, such as transformers, if required. 

Local 

• Sacramento County: Conditional Use Permit (CUP): Improvement Plans/Grading 
Permit; Encroachment Permits; Approval of development within the floodplain , if 
applicable. 

• Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD): Authority to 
Construct/Permit to Operate pursuant to SMAQMD Regulation 2 (Rule 201 et seq.), and 
Air Quality Management Plan consistency determination. 

Document Availability: The NOP is available for public review on SMUD's website: 

smud.org/TwinCitiesSolar 

Printed copies of the NOP are also available for public review at the following locations: 

Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
Customer Service Center 
6301 S Street 
Sacramento, CA 95817 

Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
East Campus Operations Center 
4401 Bradshaw Road 
Sacramento, CA 95827 

Public Scoping Meeting: A public scoping meeting was held on June 11 , 2026 in Herald to 
share information about the proposed project and gather community input on the scope of the 
EIR. An additional public meeting will be held before the public comment period closes on 
October 16, 2026. Meeting details will be provided when available. 

Comment Period: Agencies and interested parties may provide SMUD with written comments 
on topics to be addressed in the EIR for the project. Comments can be provided anytime during 
the NOP review period but must be received by 5:00 p.m. on October 16, 2026. Please send all 
comments, with appropriate contact information, to the following address via hard copy or email : 

Jerry Park 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
Environmental Services Department 
6201 S Street, MS B209 
Sacramento, CA 95817 
TwinCitiesSolar@smud.org 

All comments on environmental issues received during the public comment period will be 
considered and addressed in the Draft EIR, which is anticipated to be available for public review 
in early-2027. 
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