
Notice of Exemption
To: Office of Planning and Research 

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: Merced County 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

County Clerk 
County of Merced 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

Project Title: 
Zoning Code Text Amendment No. ZCTA26-002 to Amend the Merced County Zoning Code and Introduce 
Chapter 18.50 to the Merced County Zoning Code, By-Right Development Ordinance.

Project Applicant: Merced County, 2222 M Street, Merced CA 95340 

Project Location: County Wide  

Project City: County Wide Project 
County: Merced County 

Project Description: 

A request to amend Merced County’s Zoning Code by adding Chapter 18.50, By-Right Development Ordinance. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Merced, Community & Economic Development Department 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying out Project: Mark Hamilton, Planner III 

Exempt Status: 

☐ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

☐ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

☐ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 145269(b)(c));

☐ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number:

☐ Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

☒ Other Sections 15061(b)(3) (“Common Sense Exemption”) 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) (“Common Sense Exemption”), it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
adoption of these policy and regulatory changes may have a significant effect on the environment, as the actions primarily 
establish planning policies and regulatory frameworks and do not approve or authorize any specific development project or 
physical change to the environment. 

Lead Agency Contact Person:  Mark Hamilton, Planner III 

Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (209) 385-7654 ext. 4419 

Signature& Date: 

Title: Planner III 

Date 
Received 
for filing: 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources 
Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public 
Resources Code 

May 22, 2026t ~
 t ~ 



State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2~_26 ENV,IRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.Sa (REV. 01 /01 /26) Previously DFG 753.Sa 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 

LEAD AGENCY I LEAD AGENCY EMAi L 

MERCED COUNTY 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

MERCED COUNTY 

PROJECT TITLE 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

24-05/26/2026-0061 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (I f applicable) 

DATE 

05/2612026 

DOCUMEN T NUMBER 

2026-EIR-061 

ZONING CODE TEXT AMENDMENT NO. ZCTA26-002 TO AMEND THE MERCED COUNTY ZON ING CODE ANEO INTRODUC E CHAPTER 18 50 TO THE t-1ERCED COi.JNi Y ZOrl!NC, .:.o:iE 6 1 '=' -~ · • ~ :_,_~·.•=--1 .- :,:c,·· ,l· , 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

MERCED COUNTY 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(209) 385-7654 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

2222 M STREET 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

(BJ Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

MERCED 

D Other Special District 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

!El Exempt from fee 

IE) Notice of Exemption (attach) 

0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

O Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

IE! County documentary handling fee 

0 Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

STATE 

CA 

ZIP CODE 

95340 

D State Agency 

$ 4,227.50 s --­
$ 3,043.75 s ---

D Pri vate Ent ity 

$ 1,437.25 s ---------

$ 

$ 

850.00 $ __ 

50 .00 S ___ _____ 5'-'0--'-.0'---'--0 
s 

0 Cash O Credit 0 Check IE) Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 50 00 

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

X L ~ ~Mr~ Lea Holguin Deputy Clerk 

ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - COFWtASB COPY - LEAD AG ENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK 



Notice of Exemption 
To: Office of Planning and Research 

P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

County Clerk 
County of Merced 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

From: Merced County 
2222 M Street 
Merced, CA 95340 

2026-EIR-06 l 

FILED 
May 26, 2026 

MATT H. MAY 

COUNTY CLERK 

By 
Deput y Clerk 

Project Title: 
Zoning Code Text Amendment No. ZCTA26-002 to Amend the Merced County Zoning Code and Introduce 
Chapter 18.50 to the Merced County Zoning Code, By-Right Development Ordinance. 

Project Applicant: Merced County, 2222 M Street, Merced CA 95340 

Project Location: 

Project City: 

Project Description: 

County Wide 

County Wide 
Project 
County: Merced County 

A request to amend Merced County's Zoning Code by adding Chapter 18.50, By-Right Development Ordinance. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: County of Merced, Community & Economic Development Department 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying out Project: Mark Hamilton, Planner Ill 
---------------------

Exempt Status: 

D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 145269(b)(c)); 

D Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 
-----------------------------

□ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: 

~ Other Sections 15061 (b )(3) ("Common Sense Exemption") 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

Pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) ("Common Sense Exemption"), it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
adoption of these policy and regulatory changes may have a significant effect on the environment, as the actions primarily 
establish planning policies and regulatory frameworks and do not approve or authorize any specific development project or 
physical change to the environment. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Mark Hamilton, Planner Ill 
---------------------------------

Are a Code/Telephone/Extension: (209) 385-7654 ext. 4419 

Signature & Date: 

Title: 

Date 
Received 
for filing: 

Planner Ill 

--------------------------- ------

May 22, 2026 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources 
Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152 .1. Publ ic 
Resources Code 




