
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION           
 
FROM: City of Fresno 
   Department of CAPITAL PROJECTS 

 747 R St., 2nd Floor 
 Fresno, California 93721-4016 

 
TO:  Fresno County Clerk  

2220 Tulare Street  
Fresno, California 93721 

 
        Office of Planning & Research  SCH NO.: N/A 

 P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, California 95812-3044 

Project Title: Dewatering Cake Pump Improvement Project, Project ID: TC00178/SD004 
Project Location: Fresno-Clovis Regional Wastewater Reclamation Facility 
Project Location – City: City of Fresno          Project Location – County: County of Fresno 
 
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:  
The proposed project will make minimal modifications to the sludge handling system in the existing 
dewatering building at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant. The existing system has been 
experiencing operation and maintenance issues which require some improvements to be made to 
ensure reliability of the system by replacing three existing cavity pumps with two piston cake pumps, 
installing three shaftless screw conveyors, one new sludge cake hopper, and replacing the cake piping 
which will tie into the existing piping. These facilities will be located on the same site as the structures 
being replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced 
and will involve negligible expansion of existing use. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Fresno – Department of Capital Projects, Utilities 
Project Management Division 
 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:   Patricia Diep, Project Manager 

City of Fresno – Capital Projects Department 
747 R. Street, 2nd Floor 
Fresno, CA 93721 

Exempt Status:  (check one) 
   Ministerial: PRC § 21080(b)(1); CEQA Guidelines §15268 
   Declared Emergency: PRC § 21080(b)(3); CEQA Guidelines §15269(a) 
   Emergency Project: PRC § 21080(b)(4); CEQA Guidelines §15269(b) and (c) 
 Categorical Exemption: CEQA Guidelines §15301/Class 1 and §15302/Class 2  
   Statutory Exemption: PRC §_____________ 

 
Reasons why project is exempt:  Staff has performed a preliminary environmental assessment of 
this project and determined that it falls within the Categorical Exemption set forth in CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15301/Class 1 and Section 15302/Class 2 as follows:  
 
Class 1 exemptions, for projects pertaining to Existing Facilities, consist of the operation, repair, 
maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, 
facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of 
existing or former use. The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no expansion 



TC00178/SD004 
CEQA Notice of Exemption 
May 22, 2026 

Rev 04.25 

of use. Examples include but are not limited to: Existing facilities of publicly owned utilities used to 
provide electric power, natural gas, sewerage, or other public utility services; and restoration or 
rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures, facilities, or mechanical equipment to meet current 
standards of public health and safety, unless it is determined that the damage was substantial and 
resulted from an environmental hazard such as earthquake, landslide, or flood. 

Class 2 exemptions, for projects involving Replacement or Reconstruction, consist of replacement or 
reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the same 
site as the structure replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the 
structure replaced. Examples include but are not limited to: Replacement or reconstruction of existing 
utility systems and/or facilities involving negligible or no expansion of capacity. 

Furthermore, Staff has determined that none of the exceptions to Categorical Exemptions set forth in 
the CEQA Guidelines, Section 15300.2 apply to this project. 

Lead Agency Contact Person:   Patricia Diep Telephone No. (559) 621-8836 

Signature:  _____________________________________ Date:  ______________________ 

Printed Name and Title: 
Patricia Diep, Project Manager 
Department of Capital Projects, Utilities Project Management Division 

   Signed by Lead Agency   Signed by applicant 

Attachments:  Categorical Exemption Determination 

5/22/26


