
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA   GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE   MEGHAN HERTEL, Director 

Inland Deserts Region 

3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220 

Ontario, CA 91764 
wildlife.ca.gov 

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

 

June 5, 2026 

Sent via e-mail 

Christian Espinoza, Planner 

City of Adelanto 

11600 Air Expressway 

Adelanto, CA 92301 

cespinoza@adelantoca.gov 

 

Subject: Tentative Tract Map 17210 (PROJECT) 

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND) 

SCH# 2026050679 

Dear Christian Espinoza: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Intent to 

Adopt an MND from the City of Adelanto for the Project pursuant the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.1  

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding 

those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 

Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects 

of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the 

exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.  

CDFW ROLE  

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those 

resources in trust by statute for all the people of the state. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, 

subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) 

CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and 

management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 

sustainable populations of those species. (Id., § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 

CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public 

agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related 

activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.  

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. 

Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need 

to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, 

for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW’s lake and streambed alteration 

regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent 

implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law 

of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & 

 
1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq.  The “CEQA Guidelines” are 
found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000. 
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G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the project proponent may seek related take authorization as 

provided by the Fish and Game Code. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: Aaron Rivani, Adelanto 20, LLC 

Objective: The proposed project would subdivide a 20.3-acre vacant site into 82 lots. 

The project would dedicate five streets, Streets A through D, and the western portion of 

Stevens Street totaling 5 acres. The total net acreage of the site would be 15.3 acres. 

Lots 4 through 82 would be used for single-family homes, however no homes would be 

constructed as part of the project. The proposed lots range from 6,920 square feet to 

18,568 square feet. A stormwater detention basin would be located at the northeast 

corner of the site, on Lots 1 through 3. The detention basin would be 7-feet deep and 

would retain a volume of 68,967 cubic feet. Water and sewer lines would be installed 

under A though D streets and would connect to the existing water and sewer lines 

under Stevens Street. 

Location: The proposed Project will be west of Stevens Rd. and North of Bartlett Ave. in 

Adelanto, CA in San Bernardino County; Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 459- 092-03-

0000; approximate GPS coordinates 34.58354 N, -117.4418 W. 

Timeframe: The Project plans to commence in July 2027 and take approximately 10 

months to complete.  

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the City in 

adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially 

significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. 

Editorial comments or other suggestions may also be included to improve the 

document.  

I. Editorial Comments regarding the IS/MND 

Comment #1: Incorrect GPS Location Provided in the IS/MND 

In the Project Location section of the IS/MND (pg. 9) lists the GPS coordinates as  

34° 35' 46.86" N, 117° 25' 42.74" W. The Project location is more accurately described as 

34° 34' 59.9154" N, 117° 26' 30.192" W. The given GPS coordinates are approximately 1.5 

miles from the Project location. 

II. Environmental Setting and Related Impact Shortcoming 

COMMENT #2: Western Burrowing Owl (Athena cunicularia hypugaea) 

IS/MND Document, Pages #30 & 33 

Issue: Western burrowing owl is a candidate listed species under CESA, as such is 

granted the full protection of a threatened species under CESA. CDFW is concerned 

that the ND does not sufficiently identify Project impacts to burrowing owl or ensure that 

impacts are reduced to a level less than significant. 
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Specific Impact: Impacts to burrowing owls from the Project could include take of 

burrowing owls, their nests, or eggs or destroying nesting, foraging, or over-wintering 

habitat, thus impacting burrowing owl populations. Impacts can result from grading, 

earthmoving, burrow blockage, heavy equipment compaction and crushing of 

burrows, general Project disturbance that has the potential to harass owls at occupied 

burrows, and other activities. CDFW notes that impacts to burrowing owls could also 

occur outside of the peak nesting season because burrowing owls may start breeding 

earlier (in January) and because young owls may still be dependent on the adults until 

later in the fall. In addition, because some burrowing owls are resident in burrows year-

round, impacts to this species could also occur outside of the peak nesting season. 

Evidence impact would be significant: As a candidate species for listing, western 

burrowing owl is granted the same protection as threatened or endangered species 

under CESA. Take of any CESA-listed species or candidate is prohibited except as 

authorized by state law (Fish and Game Code §§ 2080 & 2085). Take of individual 

burrowing owls and their nests is defined by Fish and Game Code section 86, and 

prohibited by sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513. Take is defined in Fish and Game Code 

section 86 as “hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill, or attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, 

capture or kill.” Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 afford protective 

measures as follows: section 3503 states that it is unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly 

destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided by Fish and Game 

Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto. Fish and Game Code section 3503.5 

makes it unlawful to take, possess, or destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or 

Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) or to take, possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of any such 

bird except as otherwise provided by Fish and Game Code or any regulation adopted 

pursuant thereto. Fish and Game Code section 3513 makes it unlawful to take or 

possess any migratory nongame bird except as provided by rules and regulations 

adopted by the Secretary of the Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty 

Act of 1918, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 703 et seq.) 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure: Newly added language is 

written in bold and language to be deleted is written in strikethrough. CDFW 

appreciates the inclusion of Biological Mitigation Measure No. 2 and recommends the 

following edits be included: 

Biological Mitigation Measure No. 2 

Prior to the start of Project activities, focused burrowing owl surveys shall be 

conducted by a qualified biologist according to the Staff Report on Burrowing 

Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version). The surveys shall include 100 

percent coverage and include a minimum 500-foot buffer in adjacent habitat. 

If burrowing owls, active burrowing owl burrows, or sign thereof are detected 

during the focused surveys, the qualified biologist and Project proponent shall 

begin coordination with CDFW immediately by submitting the results of the 

focused burrowing owl survey and preparinge a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be 

submitted to CDFW for review and approval at least 30 days prior to 

commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed 

avoidance, minimization, and monitoring actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall 

include the number and location of occupied burrow sites, acres of burrowing 

owl habitat that will be impacted, details of site monitoring, and details on 

proposed buffers and other avoidance measures if avoidance is proposed. 

Project activities shall not occur within 1000 feet of an active burrow until CDFW 

approves the Burrowing Owl Plan.  If impacts to occupied burrowing owl habitat 

or burrow cannot be avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan shall also describe 

relocation actions that will be implemented. Proposed implementation of burrow 

Docusign Envelope ID: 0CD58431-A645-8FBD-810E-CB497F683F22



Christian Espinoza, Planner 

City of Adelanto  

June 5, 2026 
Page 4 
 

exclusion and closure should only be considered as a last resort, after all other 

options have been evaluated as exclusion is not in itself an avoidance, 

minimization, or mitigation method and has the possibility to result in take. If 

impacts to occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided 

regarding adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls along with 

proposed relocation actions. The Permittee shall implement the Burrowing Owl 

Plan following CDFW review and approval. If impacts to occupied burrowing owl 

habitat or burrow(s) or burrowing owl individuals, nests, or eggs cannot be 

avoided, consultation with CDFW is warranted to discuss how to implement the 

Project and avoid take; or if avoidance is not feasible, to potentially acquire 

appropriate CESA authorization (i.e., Incidental Take Permit under Fish and Game 

Code section 2081(b)) prior to commencement of Project activities, including 

vegetation- or ground-disturbing activities. Full mitigation often involves the 

permanent conservation of quality habitat benefiting the species through a 

conservation easement, along with habitat enhancement and ongoing 

management funded appropriately. Passive relocation, performed according to 

the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDGW, 2012) may be authorized 

through the incidental take permit as a minimization measure. 

 

Take avoidance Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted by a 

qualified biologist no less than 14 days prior to the start of Project-related 

activities. Burrowing owls may re-colonize a site after only a few days. 

Preconstruction surveys should be repeated when there is a pause in construction 

of more than 30 days. Time lapses between Project activities trigger subsequent 

take avoidance surveys including but not limited to a final survey conducted 

within 24 hours prior to ground disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report 

on Burrowing Own Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version). If the surveys 

confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project activities shall be immediately 

halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and prepare a 

Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior 

to commencing Project activities. Project activities shall not recommence until 

consultation with CDFW is completed. 

COMMENT #3: Rare Plants 

IS/MND Document, Pages #29-30 

Issue: Rare plants may be present on site and would be impacted by Project activities. 

Specific impact: The MND does not propose a mitigation measure for surveying and 

avoiding impacts to special status plant species, and only one general survey is 

mentioned which took place outside the recommended survey times. The Biological 

Resource Assessment (BRA) did not conduct a focused plant survey in Spring during the 

early, mid, or late blooming period for plants with potential to occur on the Project site, 

instead a general biological survey was conducted on February 19, 2026, which is 

outside of the blooming period for most plants. Project implementation could result in 

the take of rare plant species if adequate mitigation measures are not implemented. 

Evidence impact would be significant: The Project will result in grading and vegetation 

removal, which has the potential to result in direct mortality of special status plant 

species. Rare plants are, by definition, not widespread, and  often have limited ranges. 

Therefore, any impacts to rare plants may be considered significant. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure: CDFW recommends the 

addition of the following mitigation measure: 
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Biological Mitigation Measure No. 5 

Prior to construction, a preconstruction survey must be conducted by a 

contractor provided biologist for special-status plants within the Project Impact 

Area following CDFW’s Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special 

Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities (2018 Protocols 13 

rev1.pdf). Any rare plant species identified must be flagged for visual 

identification to construction personnel for work avoidance. Rare plant species 

detected must be fenced with temporary high-visibility fencing. Should any state-

listed plant species be present in the Project area, the Project proponent shall 

obtain appropriate CESA authorization for those species prior to the start of Project 

activities. Should other special-status plants or natural communities be present in 

the Project area, on-site or offsite habitat restoration (whichever is applicable) 

and/or enhancement and preservation should be evaluated and discussed in 

detail. Where habitat preservation is not available on-site, off-site land 

acquisition, management, and preservation should be evaluated. 

COMMENT #4: Crotch’s Bumble Bee (Bombus crotchii) 

IS/MND Document, Page #30 

Issue: The IS/MND states that the Project may directly impact Crotch’s bumble bee 

and/or habitat yet does not provide mitigation measures to reduce these impacts to 

less than significant. 

Specific Impact: The Project has the potential for take (indirect and direct) of Crotch’s 

bumble bee due to destruction of nests, dust from Project operations, a reduction of 

foraging and nesting habitat, and habitat quality due to the removal of host plants. 

Evidence impact would be significant: The Project is located within the California 

Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) mapped area for the current Crotch’s bumble bee 

range and the Project, as described, may remove potential habitat, including nesting 

and foraging habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee. CDFW considers the direct and indirect 

take of Crotch’s bumblebee, and the loss of species habitat, as a significant impact 

unless mitigated to a level of less than significant. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measures(s): To support the City of 

Adelanto in avoiding or reducing impacts to Crotch’s bumble bee to a level of less than 

significant, CDFW recommends the addition of the following mitigation measure: 

Biological Mitigation Measure No. 6 

Prior to vegetation removal and/or grading, a preconstruction Crotch’s bumble 

bee habitat survey must be conducted by a qualified biologist to determine 

whether Crotch’s bumble bee habitat is present or absent in the Project site and 

adjoining area. The habitat assessment for Crotch’s bumble bee shall be 

performed according to the 2023 CDFW Survey Considerations for Candidate 

Bumble Bee (available at 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213150). The surveys shall 

include a minimum 50- foot buffer outside the Project impact area in adjacent 

habitat.  

If habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee is present, the Designated Biologist shall 

conduct focused surveys to determine presence/absence of Crotch’s bumble 

bee prior to vegetation removal and/or grading. Survey methodology shall follow 
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the 2023 CDFW Survey Considerations for Candidate Bumble Bee (available at 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213150). 

Surveys shall be conducted during the flying season when the species is most 

likely to be detected above ground, between March 1 to September 1, by a 

CDFW-approved Designated Biologist familiar with Crotch’s bumble bee behavior 

and life history. Surveys shall be conducted within the Project site and areas 

adjacent to the Project site where suitable habitat exists. Survey results including 

negative findings shall be submitted to CDFW at least 30 days prior to Project-

related vegetation removal and/or ground-disturbing activities. If the species is 

identified on site, The City shall fully avoid the species absent take authorization. If 

complete avoidance of Crotch’s bumble bee cannot be achieved, The City shall 

obtain appropriate CESA authorization (i.e., a finalized CESA ITP under Fish and 

Game Code section 2081) prior to initiation of Project activities. 

COMMENT #5: Mohave ground squirrel (Xerospermophilus mohavensis)  

IS/MND Document, Page #30 

Issue: The Project site is within the range of the CESA-threatened Mohave ground 

squirrel (MGS) and the Project has the potential to result in permanent loss, 

degradation, and impacts to Mohave ground squirrel habitat.  

Specific impact: The IS/MND does not provide any avoidance, or mitigation measures 

specific to Mohave ground squirrel. Focused surveys were not conducted, and the 

Project site is within the Mohave ground squirrel predicted habitat according to the 

California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The site also supports desert shrub 

vegetation such as creosote bush scrub (Larrea tridentata, present at the Project site) 

which is known to provide habitat for Mohave ground squirrel. Therefore, the Project 

and Project related activities have the potential to take MGS. 

Evidence impact would be significant: The IS/MND states that the Project site supports 

minimal habitat for MGS and that the species is believed to be absent from the project 

site. However, the biological assessment does list creosote bush scrub (Larrea 

tridentata) present on site, the Project site lies within the predicted habitat range of 

MGS, and the general survey was not sufficient to properly observe an occurrence of 

MGS on the Project site. Mohave ground squirrels are challenging to detect, and a 

general survey may not provide an accurate assessment of presence/absence. 

Without focused protocol surveys during the appropriate survey period, Project activities 

may adversely impact Mohave ground squirrel. 

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measures(s): CDFW recommends the 

addition of the following mitigation measure: 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 7 

Prior to Project approvals, a qualified biologist familiar with the species’ behavior 

and life history shall conduct focused surveys for Mohave ground squirrel 

throughout the Project site. Focused Mohave ground squirrel surveys shall follow 

the California Department of Fish and Game Mohave Ground Squirrel Survey 

Guidelines (CDFW 2023). If Mohave ground squirrel is observed on site or 

captured during any of the trapping sessions, the Project proponent shall secure 

an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for Mohave ground squirrel before ground-

disturbing activities commence. The ITP will specify avoidance, minimization, and 

mitigation conditions for temporary and/or permanent impacts to Mohave 
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ground squirrel including habitat acquisition at a CDFW-approved location and 

mitigation ratio. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and 

mitigated negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used 

to make subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources 

Code, § 21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and 

natural communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity 

Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form can be filled out and submitted online 

at the following link: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The types of 

information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following link: 

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES 

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment 

of environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the 

Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of 

environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is 

required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final. 

(Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.) 

CONCLUSION 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the City in 

identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources.   

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Kevin 

Francis, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist) at Kevin.Francis@wildlife.ca.gov.   

Sincerely, 

 

Alisa Ellsworth 

Environmental Program Manager  

ec: Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento 

state.clearinghouse@lci.ca.gov 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment A: MMRP for CDFW-Proposed Mitigation Measures  
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Attachment A 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program and Draft Recommendations 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) 

CDFW provides the following language to be incorporated into the MMRP for the 

Project.  

Biological Resources (BIO) 

Mitigation Measure (MM) Description  
Implementation 

Schedule  

Responsible 

Party  

Biological Mitigation Measure No. 2 

Prior to the start of Project activities, focused burrowing 

owl surveys shall be conducted by a qualified biologist 

according to the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation 

(CDFG 2012 or most recent version). The surveys shall 

include 100 percent coverage and include a minimum 

500-foot buffer in adjacent habitat. 

If burrowing owls, active burrowing owl burrows, or sign 

thereof are detected during the focused surveys, the 

qualified biologist and Project proponent shall begin 

coordination with CDFW immediately by submitting the 

results of the focused burrowing owl survey and preparing 

a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for 

review and approval at least 30 days prior to 

commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan 

shall describe proposed avoidance, minimization, and 

monitoring actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include 

the number and location of occupied burrow sites, acres 

of burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted, details of 

site monitoring, and details on proposed buffers and other 

avoidance measures if avoidance is proposed. Project 

activities shall not occur within 1000 feet of an active 

burrow until CDFW approves the Burrowing Owl Plan.  If 

impacts to occupied burrowing owl habitat or burrow(s) or 

burrowing owl individuals, nests, or eggs cannot be 

avoided, consultation with CDFW is warranted to discuss 

how to implement the Project and avoid take; or if 

avoidance is not feasible, to potentially acquire 

appropriate CESA authorization (i.e., Incidental Take 

Permit under Fish and Game Code section 2081(b)) prior 

to commencement of Project activities, including 

vegetation- or ground-disturbing activities. Full mitigation 

often involves the permanent conservation of quality 

habitat benefiting the species through a conservation 

easement, along with habitat enhancement and ongoing 

management funded appropriately. Passive relocation, 

performed according to the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 

Mitigation (CDGW, 2012) may be authorized through the 

incidental take permit as a minimization measure. 

Prior to 

commencing 

ground or 

vegetation 

disturbing 

activities  

Project 

Proponent  
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Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted 

by a qualified biologist no less than 14 days prior to the 

start of Project-related activities. Burrowing owls may re-

colonize a site after only a few days. Preconstruction 

surveys should be repeated when there is a pause in 

construction of more than 30 days. Time lapses between 

Project activities trigger subsequent take avoidance 

surveys including but not limited to a final survey 

conducted within 24 hours prior to ground disturbance, in 

accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Own 

Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version). If the 

surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project 

activities shall be immediately halted. The qualified 

biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and prepare a 

Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for 

review and approval prior to commencing Project 

activities. Project activities shall not recommence until 

consultation with CDFW is completed. 

Biological Mitigation Measure No. 5 

Prior to construction, a preconstruction survey must be 

conducted by a contractor provided biologist for special-

status plants within the Project Impact Area following 

CDFW’s Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to 

Special Status Native Plant Populations and Natural 

Communities (2018 Protocols 13 rev1.pdf). Any rare plant 

species identified must be flagged for visual identification 

to construction personnel for work avoidance. Rare plant 

species detected must be fenced with temporary high-

visibility fencing. Should any state-listed plant species be 

present in the Project area, the Project proponent shall 

obtain appropriate CESA authorization for those species 

prior to the start of Project activities. Should other special-

status plants or natural communities be present in the 

Project area, on-site or offsite habitat restoration 

(whichever is applicable) and/or enhancement and 

preservation should be evaluated and discussed in detail. 

Where habitat preservation is not available on-site, off-site 

land acquisition, management, and preservation should 

be evaluated. 

Prior to 

commencing 

ground or 

vegetation 

disturbing 

activities  

Project 

Proponent  

Biological Mitigation Measure No. 6 

Prior to vegetation removal and/or grading, a 

preconstruction Crotch’s bumble bee habitat survey must 

be conducted by a qualified biologist to determine 

whether Crotch’s bumble bee habitat is present or absent 

in the Project site and adjoining area. The habitat 

assessment for Crotch’s bumble bee shall be performed 

according to the 2023 CDFW Survey Considerations for 

Candidate Bumble Bee (available at 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213

150). The surveys shall include a minimum 50- foot buffer 

outside the Project impact area in adjacent habitat.  

Prior to 

commencing 

ground or 

vegetation 

disturbing 

activities  

Project 

Proponent  
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If habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee is present, the 

Designated Biologist shall conduct focused surveys to 

determine presence/absence of Crotch’s bumble bee 

prior to vegetation removal and/or grading. Survey 

methodology shall follow the 2023 CDFW Survey 

Considerations for Candidate Bumble Bee (available at 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=213

150). 

Surveys shall be conducted during the flying season when 

the species is most likely to be detected above ground, 

between March 1 to September 1, by a CDFW-approved 

Designated Biologist familiar with Crotch’s bumble bee 

behavior and life history. Surveys shall be conducted 

within the Project site and areas adjacent to the Project 

site where suitable habitat exists. Survey results including 

negative findings shall be submitted to CDFW at least 30 

days prior to Project-related vegetation removal and/or 

ground-disturbing activities. If the species is identified on 

site, The City shall fully avoid the species absent take 

authorization. If complete avoidance of Crotch’s bumble 

bee cannot be achieved, The City shall obtain 

appropriate CESA authorization (i.e., a finalized CESA ITP 

under Fish and Game Code section 2081) prior to initiation 

of Project activities. 

Biological Resources Mitigation Measure No. 7 

Prior to Project approvals, a qualified biologist familiar with 

the species’ behavior and life history shall conduct 

focused surveys for Mohave ground squirrel throughout 

the Project site. Focused Mohave ground squirrel surveys 

shall follow the California Department of Fish and Game 

Mohave Ground Squirrel Survey Guidelines (CDFW 2023). If 

Mohave ground squirrel is observed on site or captured 

during any of the trapping sessions, the Project proponent 

shall secure an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for Mohave 

ground squirrel before ground-disturbing activities 

commence. The ITP will specify avoidance, minimization, 

and mitigation conditions for temporary and/or 

permanent impacts to Mohave ground squirrel including 

habitat acquisition at a CDFW-approved location and 

mitigation ratio. 

Prior to 

commencing 

ground or 

vegetation 

disturbing 

activities  

Project 

Proponent  
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