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I

SUMMARY

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as amended, and
the requirements of the City ofAdelanto, a phase I cultural resource investigation was completed
for a 20-acre property in Adelanto, California. The property is located near the intersection of
Stevens Street and Chamberlain Way. The property is listed with the San Bernardino Tax
Assessor as APN 0459-092-03. This property is encompassed within a portion of the northeast
quarter ofSection 30, Township 6 North, Range 5 West (SBBM). The property is currently
undeveloped. Single family homes are planned.

The purpose ofthis study was to identify and record cultural resources within the subject
property and recommend further measures as warranted. As a result of the investigation, no
Native American sites or artifacts were identified on the property. No historic resources were
identified. Since there are no cultural resources on the property, no adverse impacts to cultural
resources are anticipated as a result of future development. No further cultural resource work is
recommended.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as amended, and
the requirements of the City ofAdelanto, a phase I cultural resource investigation was completed
for a 20-acre property in Adelanto, California. The property is located near the intersection of
Stevens Street and Chamberlain Way. The property is listed with the San Bernardino Tax
Assessor as APN 0459-092-03. This property is encompassed within a portion of the northeast
quarter of Section 30, Township 6 North, Range 5 West (SBBM), (Figures 1, 2, 3). The properly
is currently undeveloped. Construction ofsingle family homes is planned.

CEQA defines cultural resources as including archaeological sites, historic buildings, structures
or objects, and properties ofunique ethnic cultural value or religious/sacred uses. The City of
Adelanto required this study because any future development would create a "substantial adverse
change" to any significant cultural resources that might be present.

The purpose ofthe study was to identify and record cultural resources within the subjet property
and recommend further measures as warranted. The scope of the investigation included an on-
foot inspection of the property, a record search at the South Central Coastal Information Center
and review of literature and records, a search of the sacred lands file by the Native American
Heritage Commission, preparation and filing of record forms as specified by the Office of
Historic Preservation guidelines, and preparation ofa phase I report.

II. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

The property is situated in the Mojave River Valley northeast ofVictorville and is a little over 5
miles west of the Mojave River, The property's elevation is approximately 2855' above mean sea
level. The subject property lies east of the Antelope Valley and El Mirage Dry Lake and lies in
the western portion ofAdelanto. North/south trending Highway 395 lies about 1.5 miles east of
the property.

The easter property boundary abuts an. existing single family development. Part ofthe northern
boundary also abuts a small single family development. Undeveloped parcels lie to the
immediate northwest, west and south. The parcel directly to the west once held the Harold H.
Bender elementary school. This school opened July l, 1980 but was closed March 6, 1985. It has
since been demolished and concrete foundations of that period remain.

The property is fairly level and retains original soil surface contours. It has not been farmed in
the past. Native vegetation includes primarily Joshua trees, creosote and Atriplex. There is some
filigree and invasive grasses and weeds. Soil on the property is predominantly fine grained
compact silty sandy soil of quaternary age. Soils contain subangular gravel and pebbles with an
abundance of quartz. There are no surface sources ofwater on, or immediately adjscent to, the
property.

The properly has been lightly impacted by a series ofwell used crisscrossing dirt roads. One road
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is lined with discarded auto tires. Trash dumping has been minimal. Recent period trash and
debris was noted near the residential developments.

III. CULTURAL SETTING

The Western Mojave Desert likely has a prehistoric cultural history extending back over 10,000
years. Most of the prehistoric periods are known only in general outline. As would be expected,
the later periods are the best known. General temporal and cultural sequences have been
developed by a number ofresearchers for the Mojave Desert including Wallace (1962), Bettinger
and Taylor (1974), Stickle and Weinman-Roberts (1980), Warren and Crabtree (1986), and
Earle, et. al. (1997).

Local prehistoric cultural history can be classified into four periods: Early, Middle, Late and
Post-Contact (Norwood 1987). These periods were created to recognize changes in
environmental variables, technological and stylistic change, and/or settlement pattern changes.
The ethnography of the Adelanto area is poorly known. Various Indian groups including the
Kitanernuk, Kawaiisu and Serrano/Vanyume may have been present in the area. Various other
tribes moved along the Mojave River Corridor. These people were hunters and gatherers with an
intimate knowledge of local floral and faunal resources and were able to obtain and prepare them
for food and other products. The ethnography ofthe Western Mojave Desert is discussed by
Kroeber (1925), Bean and Smith (1978), Blackburn and Bean (1978), Sutton (1980), Zigmond
(1986) and Earle (1996).

The historical context of the region is not complex. Adelanto was founded in 1915 by Earl H.
Richardson who was the inventor who patented the Hotpoint electric iron. Richardson bought the
lands 011 which Adelanto now sits and his intention was to build the first master planned
community in the region. He was going to market lots to World War I veterans with poison gas
damaged lungs. His vision was never realized and Adelanto became a small agricultural
community. Originally most crops were fruit tree orchards. Adelanto was once known for its
apple cider. During the great depression fruit orchards began to fail and local farmers turned to
chicken ranching.

In 1941 military planners saw that war was coming. Early that year the Victorville Army Airfield
was constructed on the east side ofAdelanto. Its mission was to train pilots. In 1950 the airfield
was renamed George Air Force Base afterBrigadier General Harold H. George. In 1992/93 the
base was closed due to the Base Realignment and Closure program. Today the facility is known
as the Southern California Logistics Airport.

IV. RECORD, MAP AND SACRED LANDS FILE SEARCH RESULTS

Record Search: A record search was requested from the South Central Coastal Information
Center, CSUF (Attachment 1). Their search included everything within a halfmile ofthe .project
boundaries. The record search was ordered upon contract award but has not been received as of
3/3/2026. The results will be discussed here once received.
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Map Search: Historic period maps were reviewed to identify any potential historic sites or
features on the property. Findings are discussed below:

1932: The 1:125,000 scale Barstow USGS map shows no stxuctures on the subject property or
within the section.

1934/1948: The 1: 125,000 scale BarstowUSGS shows no structures on the subject property but
shows three structures in the section. These are located well south ofthe subject property.

1956/1957: The 1:24,000 scale Adelanto USGS map shows l structure in section 30. It lies well
southeast of the subject property

1956/1993: The 1:24,000 scale Adelanto USGS map shows existing developments to the east
and north ofthe subject property as well as an elementary school to the west. It also shows a
levee. east of the development situated east of the subject property.

The Bureau ofLand Management General Land Office Records (GLO) were reviewed for the
northeast 'A ofSection 30 which encompasses the property. This quarter section was granted to a
James C. White on 12/20/1915. There is no evidence of his activity on the subject property. The
1:24,000 scale Adelanto USGS map shows 1 structure in section 30. It lies well southeast of the
subject property

Sacred Lands Search: A record search of the Native American Sacred Land file was requested
from the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). No Native American sacred sites
were identified on the properly. A letter indicating search results and a list of contacts who may
provide additional information are included (Attachment 2),

V. SURVEY METHODS AND CONDITIONS

Field survey of the properly was completed on February 15 and 16, 2026 by Melinda Walton and
Jack Sprague representing RTFactHnders. Fieldwork required 36 person hours. The properly was
examined by walking a series ofnorth/south trending transects across the property at 5 meter
intervals. The property has minimal vegetation coverage allowing for approximately 80% surface
visibility. Photos were taken to document property conditions and any notable finds made
(Attachment 3).

Conditions for the survey were excellent, with clear skies, bright sunlight and a light breeze. In
accordance with State Historic Preservation Office guidelines, any sites or artifacts greater than
50 years ofage were to be noted and considered as potential cultural resources. No conditions
inhibited the opportunity to find and identify significant cultural resources.

VI. SURVEYFINDINGS

As a result of the survey, no prehistoric Native American period sites or artifacts were identified
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on the property. No historic period sites or artifacts were identified. No finds were made that
could be considered cultural resources.

VII. MANAGEMENT CONCERNS

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) has provisions to ensure that any cultural
resources identified during the environmental review process need to be evaluated for
significance, because unique or important resources require mitigation.

Since no prehistoric or significant historic period cultural resources were identified on the
subject property, no impacts to significant cultural resources are anticipated when development
occurs. No further cultural resource measures are recommended.

While unlikely, potentially significant bLu'ied deposits could exist buried beneath the property.
Such sites cannot be detected during a phase I surface survey. Under CEQA "inadvertent finds"
(unexpected buried sites found after completion ofa phase I or II study as a result ofconstruction
exposure) are subject to evaluation and, if found significant, appropriate impact mitigation is
required. In the event unanticipated cultural materials (arrowheads, grinding stones, etc.) or
features (old foundations, cellars, privy pits, etc.) are encountered, even where potential
occurrence has not previously been recognized, work must stop at the discovery site. A
professional cultural resource consultant will need to evaluate the new find and present
recommendations and options for further treatment. Ifthe find is ofprehistoric Native American
origin consultation with Native American contacts will be required.

The inadvertent discovery ofhuman remains is always a possibility during ground disturbance.
This circumstance is addressed under the California Health and Safety Code, Section 7050.5.
This code states that in the event possible human remains are discovered, no further disturbance
shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination regarding the origin and
disposition of the remains pursuant to PRC Section 509798. The coroner must be notified
immediately following such a find along with the City and property owner. IfNative American
remains are present tribal coordination will be necessary. Once an inadvertent find is made no
further construction may occur until the stakeholders consult and devise a treatment plan for lead
agency approval and implementation.
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ATTACHMENT 1

I



RECORD SEARCH

A record search was requested from the South Central Coastal Information Center
(SCCIC). twill be included here once received.
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S7ATE QF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsome,Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION
_'s

.q
Z
g February 19, 2026

Richard Norwood
RTFoctfinders

Via Email to: an'efcf@gr;1ail.com
CHAIRPERSON
Reglnald Pogcllng
Chumash

Re: Job 706, Global 20 acres Project, San Bernardino County

VICE-CHAIRPERSON
Buffy McQuillen
Yokoyo Pomo, Yuki.
Nomloki

SECRETARY
Isaac Bojorquez
Ohlone-Costonoon

To Whom It Moy Concern:

As requested, a search of the Native American Heritage Commission {NAHC) Sacred Lands File
(SLF) was completed based on information submitted for the above referenced project. The
results were negative. Be aware that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the SLF, nor
are they required to do so. As such, an SLF search is not a substitute for consultation with all
tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with a project's geographic area.

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Wayne Nelson
Luiserio

Attached is o list of Native American tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the
project's geographic area. Please contact all of the listed tribes as they may have information
about sacred sites within the project area that is not listed with the NAHC.

COMMISSIONER

Miwok
Sara Dutschke

If within two weeks of notification, co response hos not been received, the Commission requests
that you follow up with O telephone coll or email to ensure that the project information was
received.

COMMISSIONER
Sionley Rodriguez
Kumeyooy

COMMISSIONER
Bennae Caluc
Pauma-Yuimo Band of
Luiserio Indians

If you receive notification of c change of address or phone number from o tribe, please inform
The NAHC so that we con assure that our lists contain current information.

In addition to engaging in tribal consultation, you should consult the appropriate regional
California Historical Research information System (CHRIS) information center to determine
whether it hos information regarding the presence of recorded archaeological sites within the
project area.

If you hove any questions or need additional information, please contact me of
Mothew.Iin@nc1hc.co.gov.

COMMISSIONER
Vacant Sincerely,

COMMISSIONER
Voconi 7¢Za#vzwL 5=»

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Andrew Alelandre
Poskenfo Bond of
nomfoki Indians

Mcthew Lin, MPP
Culture! Resources Analyst

Attachment
NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard
Suite 100
West Sacramento,
California 9569 l
(916) 373-3710
f`IGhC@l'1ClhC.CO-OQY
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ATTACHMENT 3



PHOTO 1: View northwest from the southeast property comer.

PHOTO 2: View northeast from the southwest property comer.


