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Mr. Michael Shwe
Santa Clara County

70 West Hedding Street
San Jose, CA, 95110

COMMENT LETTER ON THE SANTA CLARA COUNTY (COUNTY), INITIAL
STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT)
FOR THE JAIN TEMPLE PROJECT (PROJECT); STATE CLEARINGHOUSE #
2026050430

Dear Mr. Shwe:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Environmental Document for the proposed
Project. The State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (State
Water Board, DDW) is responsible for regulating public water systems and issuing
water supply permits pursuant to the Safe Drinking Water Act. This Project is within the
jurisdiction of the State Water Board, DDW Santa Clara District.

A public water system, as defined in the California Health and Safety Code (Health &
Saf. Code) § 116275 subd. [h], is “a system for the provision of water for human
consumption through pipes or other constructed conveyances that has 15 or more
service connections or regularly serves an average of at least 25 individuals daily at
least 60 days out of the year.” If a new public water system will be formed by the
Project, an application must be submitted, and a permit must be obtained from the DDW
Santa Clara District before water can be provided for human consumption. “Human
consumption” means the use of water for drinking, bathing or showering, hand washing,
oral hygiene, or cooking, including, but not limited to, preparing food and washing
dishes.” Health & Saf. Code § 116275 subd. [e].

The State Water Board, DDW, as a responsible agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act, has the following comments on the County’s Environmental
Document:
e Please identify water system component locations for those components not
mapped.
e Please clarify within the Environmental Document the number of wells that will
serve the Project (e.g. multiple wells [PDF pages 30 and 47] or one well). If more

E. JoaquiN EsquiveL, cHAIR | ERic OPPENHEIMER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

1001 | Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 | Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100, Sacramento, CA 95812-0100 | www.waterboards.ca.gov



Mr. Michael Shwe -2- June 4, 2026

than one well will serve the Project, discuss whether the other wells currently
exist or will be drilled.

Please discuss the water system’s anticipated water quality and possible
treatment, as needed (PDF page 1). If treatment may be needed, please also
discuss operational impacts of the treatment system.

Please discuss the source aquifer (e.g. hard rock, under the influence of surface
water, etc.) and provide the estimated amount of water available from the
aquifer, for normal, dry, and multiple dry years. Please then provide a
comparison of the Project’s estimated water demand during those years to the
water available and discuss if there will be enough water for the Project.

Cal. Code Regs. § 64572 and Cal. Code Regs. § 64560 requires separation of
drinking water service lines and domestic supply wells from sources of potential
contamination such as wastewater treatment systems, stormwater systems, and
animal waste. The Project site proposes a leach field and septic tank (PDF page
40), bioretention systems (PDF page 1), and continued horse grazing on the
property (PDF page 13). Please discuss how the well(s) will be protected from
contamination and indicate if the regulations can be met or if a waiver or
alternative to Waterworks Standards (Cal. Code Regs. § 64551.100) will be
needed. If an alternative is needed, the water system will need to submit an
application to the DDW Santa Clara District office.

Once the Environmental Document is adopted, please forward the following items in

support of new water system’s permit application to the State Water Board, DDW Santa

Clara District Office at DWPDIST17@waterboards.ca.gov:

The Environmental Document, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan
(MMRP), comment letters received, and the lead agency responses as
appropriate.

The Resolution or Board Minutes adopting the Environmental Document, MMRP,
and approving the Project; and

The Notice of Determination filed at the County Clerk’s Office and the State
Clearinghouse.

Please contact Lori Schmitz of the State Water Board at (916) 449-5285 or
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov, for questions regarding this comment letter.

Sincerely,

Digitally.signed by Lori

Lori Schmitz 3222?232606.04 11:37:15
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Lori Schmitz

Environmental Scientist
Division of Financial Assistance
Special Project Review Unit
1001 | Street, 16% floor
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Cc:
State Clearinghouse
Van Tsang

District Engineer
Santa Clara District
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