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To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

Project Title: Lake Cascade Sewer Renovations Project (Notification of Lake or Streambed 

Alteration, No. EPIMS-CCA-60787-R3) 

Project Location (Contra Costa County): The project is located at Cascade Lake, a tributary 

to San Pablo Creek, in the City of Orinda, County of Contra Costa, State of California; 

Latitude 37.89159, Longitude -122.18815; Assessor’s Parcel Number 262-300-003-0.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has executed Lake 

and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-CCA-60787-R3, pursuant 

to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to Central Contra Costa Sanitary District. 

The project consists of permanent removal of approximately 240 linear feet of inactive 8-inch 

concrete mortar-lined steel gravity sewer main along the north abutment of Lake Cascade 

Dam, including demolition and removal of the above- and below-grade pipeline segments 

and associated pedestal structures, excavation and backfilling, implementation of dam 

protection measures, and site restoration. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Diego Soto Lopez 

Central Contra Costa Sanitary District 

Staff Engineer 

(925) 208-8251 

dsotolopez@centralsan.org    
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5019 Imhoff Place  

Martinez, CA 94553 

Exempt Status: On February 22, 2024, the Central Contra Costa Sanitary District, the Lead 

Agency, determined that the Project is categorically exempt pursuant to California Code of 

Regulations, Title 14, section 15302. The Lead Agency determined that the Project meets 

certain qualifying criteria for the exemption. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 

21080.1(a), the Lead Agency is responsible for determining whether the Project is exempt 

from CEQA and that determination shall be final and conclusive on all persons, including 

Responsible Agencies. As a result, CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, is bound by the 

Lead Agency’s determination that the Project is exempt from CEQA. 

 

CDFW Contact Person: Sanjay Das, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), at (707) 815-

5059 or Sanjay.Das@wildlife.ca.gov or Sara Kern, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor) at 

Sara.Kern@wildlife.ca.gov.   

Signature:         Date:     

Melissa Farinha, Environmental Program Manager  

 

 

Date received for filing at LCI: 
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