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Haggerty, Nicole@Wildlife

From: Morford, Samantha@Wildlife
Sent: Wednesday, June 10, 2026 10:05 AM
To: mmichelena@buttecounty.net
Cc: Stanfield, Melissa@Wildlife; Sheya, Tanya@Wildlife; Kilgour, Morgan@Wildlife; Wildlife 

R2 CEQA
Subject: CDFW Comments on the MND for the Vertical Bridge Telecommunication Facility (SCH 

No. 2026050567)

Dear Mark Michelena: 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice of Intent to 
Adopt an MND from Butte County - Department of Development Services for the Vertical Bridge 
Telecommunication Facility Use Permit (PROJ-26-0033) (Project) pursuant the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) statute and guidelines. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those activities 
involved in the Project that may aƯect California fish, wildlife, native plants, and their habitat.  
 
CDFW ROLE 
CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those resources in trust by 
statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 
21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the 
conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for 
biologically sustainable populations of those species. (Fish & G. Code, § 1802.) Similarly for purposes of 
CEQA, CDFW provides, as available, biological expertise during public agency environmental review 
eƯorts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that have the potential to adversely aƯect 
fish and wildlife resources. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY  
The Project is located at 6219 McReynolds Ct, Magalia, in the County of Butte, State of 
California; Assessor’s Parcel Number 065-090-025.   
 
The Project consists of constructing a new 160-foot-tall wireless telecommunication monopine tower. 
Several types of antennas and remote radio units would be mounted to the monopine tower. The tower 
and associated equipment will be located within a 50-foot by 50-foot enclosed lease area behind a 6-
foot-tall chain-link fence with a 12-foot-wide gate. Trenching would be required for electrical service 
installation. A 12-foot-wide, 800-foot-long gravel road will be established for access.  
 
COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
CDFW oƯers the comments and recommendations below to assist Butte County - Department of 
Development Services in adequately identifying and, where appropriate, mitigating the Project’s 
significant, or potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) 
resources.  
CDFW is primarily concerned with the Project impacts to rare plants. 
 
COMMENT 1: Biological Resources, Section 1.4 (a), Page 22 
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Issue: Special-status species include but are not limited to those considered either rare or regionally 
unique throughout their range (CEQA Guidelines § 15125[c]) or those identified as threatened, 
endangered, rare, or candidate by CDFW or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) (CEQA Guidelines § 
15380). Impacts to these species or their habitat must be analyzed during preparation of environmental 
documents relating to CEQA. Plants that have a California Native Plant Society (CNPS) California Rare 
Plant Rank (CRPR) of 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, 3 and 4 should be considered rare or regionally unique for the 
purposes of CEQA.  
The MND does not adequately analyze the potential for rare plants to occur in the Project site or quantify 
the Project’s potential impacts to rare plant populations. From a desktop review, there is potential for 
several rare plant species to occur within the Project area including, but not limited to, Butte County 
checkerbloom (Sidalcea robusta), Butte County fritillary (Fritillaria eastwoodiae), Butte County morning-
glory (Calystegia atriplicifolia ssp. buttensis), and white-stemmed clarkia (Clarkia gracilis ssp. 
albicaulis). As currently proposed, the Project has potential to have significant and unmitigated impacts 
to rare plant populations.  
 
Recommended Mitigation Measure: To reduce impacts to rare plants to a less-than-significant level, 
CDFW recommends that protocol level rare plant surveys be conducted in accordance with CDFW’s, 
Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special-Status Native Plant Populations and Sensitive 
Natural Communities (3/18). The surveys should be conducted by a qualified botanist during the 
appropriate blooming period for all rare plant species with the potential to occur within or adjacent to the 
Project site. If rare plant populations are detected, the boundaries of the populations should be mapped 
using a GPS. The survey results and an analysis on the Project’s potential impacts to rare plant species 
should be incorporated into the MND. If rare plants will be impacted by the Project, the MND should also 
be updated to include mitigation measures to completely avoid the occurrences and describe how the 
Project plans to mitigate impacts to a less-than-significant level.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 
CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative declarations be 
incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or supplemental environmental 
determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special-status 
species and natural communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity 
Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form can be found at the following link: 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The completed form can be submitted 
online or mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
FILING FEES 
The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of filing fees is 
necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to 
help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the 
underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. 
Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.) 
 
CONCLUSION 
CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND for the Vertical Bridge Telecommunication 
Facility Use Permit (PROJ-26-0033) to assist Butte County - Department of Development Services in 
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW personnel are available for 
consultation regarding biological resources and strategies to minimize and/or mitigate impacts. 
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Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Sammi Morford, 
Environmental Scientist at (916) 880-8324 or samantha.morford@wildlife.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sammi Morford 
Environmental Scientist (Caltrans Liaison) 
Habitat Conservation Program | North Central Region (R2) 
1701 Nimbus Rd., Suite A 
Rancho Cordova, CA  95670 

 
 


