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Dear Ms. Flandreau,

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) appreciates the opportunity
to review and comment on the Initial Study for the Vertical Bridge Administrative Use
Permit that proposes installation of a new telecommunications facility (Vertical
Bridge). The proposal consists of installment of a 100" monopole wireless facility.

The project is located at 8867 Rose Marie Drive, in Valley Springs, within Assessor
Parcel Number (APN) 050-055-010.

Environmental

If there are any construction related activities that will encroach into Caltrans Right of
Way (ROW) as a result of the project, the project proponent must apply for an
Encroachment Permit with the Caltrans District 10 Encroachment Permit Office. All
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documentation, with supporting technical
studies, must be submitted with the Encroachment Permit Application. These studies
may include an analysis of potential impacts to any cultural sites, historic properties,
biological resources, hazardous waste/materials, scenic highways, and/or other
environmental resources within Caltrans ROW, at the project site(s).

If the CEQA Lead Agency finds the project exempt from CEQA, the applicant must
provide Caltrans with a copy of the Notice of Exemption that was filed with the County
Clerk and State Clearinghouse (SCH).

There are mature trees within and/or near Caltrans ROW that could provide suitable
nesting habitat. If work occurs in Caltrans ROW between February 1 and September 30
of any year, a pre-construction bird survey must be conducted by a qualified biologist
prior to the start of any construction related activities in Caltrans ROW. If an active nest
is observed, a protective buffer must be established around the nest according to the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) guidelines. No work is allowed within
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the protective buffer limits until the young have fledged and until authorized by the
Caltrans District 10 Environmental Office. Results of the pre-construction bird survey(s)
must be provided to the Caltrans District 10 Environmental Office prior to the start of
construction.

If there are impacts to water resources within Caltrans ROW, Caltrans will need to review
the applicant’s correspondence and/or permits with the regulatory agencies (California
Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW], United States Army Corps of Engineers, Regional
Water Quality Control Board) to the start of any construction in Caltrans ROW. If there
are impacts fo any special status species, critical habitat, or Essential Fish Habitat that
exist within Caltrans ROW, evidence of consultation with CDFW, U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, and/or National Marine Fisheries Service shall be provided to Caltrans with the
Encroachment Permit application.

The project must adhere to all local tree ordinances.

Unpaved areas adjacent to the State Highway System may contain Aerially Deposited
Lead (ADL) from past tail pipe emissions. Best Management Practices should be
implemented when working in these areas. Any excess soil generated during the course
of work in Caltrans ROW shall be redistributed on-site. If soil cannot be appropriately
redistributed, then it must be tested and classified prior to fransport out of Caltrans ROW
for disposal. Caltrans must be notified before any soil exceeding regulatory threshold is
exported out of Caltrans ROW.

Traffic Operations
Our previous comments, submitted on April 27, 2026, still apply.
Please provide,
e An Off-tracking analysis of the proposed driveway for properly enter and exit
e An Analysis using Auto-desk vehicle turn showing proper egress and ingress
e Please follow the Caltrans Highway Design Manual (HDM) section
Hydrology
Our previous comments, submitted on April 27, 2026, still apply.
e Developer needs to ensure gravel driveways will not negatively impact on state
drainage facilities.

Encroachment Permits

If any project activities encroach into Caltrans ROW, the project proponent must submit
an application for an Encroachment Permit to the Caltrans District 10 Encroachment
Permit Office. Appropriate environmental studies must be submitted with this
application. For more information, please visit the Caltrans Website af:

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep/applications

“Improving lives and communities through transportation.”


https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep/applications

Ms. Madeleine Flandreau
June 8, 2026
Page 3

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Shiferaw Jemberie (209)-986-9635
(email:  Shiferaw.jemberie@dot.ca.gov) or me at (209)-639-8832 (email:
Gregoria.ponce@dot.ca.gov).

Sincerely,

%4,70% Ponce'
Gregoria Ponce’, Chief
Office of Rural Planning

cc: Bret Sampson, Director, Calaveras County Planning Department
State Clearinghouse
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