
 

 

 San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 

   
 

Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research From:  SF Bay Regional Water Board 
      P.O. Box 3044, Room 212   1515 Clay Street, Suite 1400 
      Sacramento, CA 95812-3044   Oakland CA, 94612 
 
   
Project Title: 2026 High Priority Flood Risk Reduction Projects (Project) 
Project Location - Specific: (37.556667, -122.309635) 
Project Location – City: City of San Mateo 
Project Location - County: San Mateo County 
 
Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: The Project will trim and remove 
vegetation to reduce flood risk in two high priority locations in the City of San Mateo, San Mateo 
County. In both of the concrete-lined 16th Avenue and 19th Avenue channels, overgrown vegetation 
such as cattails, brass buttons, and bitter dock has reduced the conveyance capacity of the channels, 
leading to flooding of adjacent streets and building during high flow events. The 16th Avenue Channel 
drains to a local drainage system that discharges to Seal Slough and ultimately the San Francisco Bay. 
The 19th Avenue Channel drains to Borel Creek, which discharges into Seal Slough and then the Bay. 
Invasive vegetation will be removed from along 420 linear feet of the bank of the 16th Avenue channel. 
Following invasive removal, the area will be sprayed with a native seed mix to stabilize the bank and 
promote native vegetation cover. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project as Lead Agency: SF Bay Regional Water Board 
Name of Legally Responsible Persons or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of San Mateo 
 
Exempt Status: 

  Ministerial (Sec. 21080b(1); 15268); 
  Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080b(3); 15269(a)); 
  Emergency Project (Sec. 21080b(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
  Categorical Exemption (State Type and Section Number): 15301 – Existing Facilities, Class 1. 
  Statutory Exemption (State Code Number): _____________________________ 

 
Reasons why the Project is exempt: The Project involves maintenance of existing concrete channels 
with no change in existing or former use. 
 
Agency Contact Person: Jackson Fimrite 
Title: Environmental Scientist   
Email: jackson.fimrite@waterboards.ca.gov 
Telephone: (510) 622-2310  
Signature:           

mailto:jackson.fimrite@waterboards.ca.gov



