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KJELDSEN BIOLOGICAL CONSULTING 

Chris K. Kjeldsen Ph.D., Botany 

Daniel T. Kjeldsen B.S., Natural Resource Management 

923 St. Helena Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95404 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Date:   December 2, 2025 
 

To:  Kelli Cahill 

Napa County Planning, Building, & Environmental Services 

1195 Third Street, Suite 210 

Napa, CA 94559 
 

Subject : P25-00235; Franz Valley School Rd- ECP Track I 

  160 Franz Valley School Rd, Calistoga; APN 020-410-009-000 

  Application Status Letter 

 

A letter from Napa County Planning, Building, & Environmental Services (October 1, 2025) found 

that the information detailed in Exhibit A identified environmental information necessary to 

adequately describe the project and evaluate the significance of any potential impacts the project 

may have on the environment pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 

This is a preliminary identification of information known to be necessary at this time to initiate the 

environmental impact analysis required by CEQA and continue processing of the application. 

 

This memo addresses Application Completeness specifically: 

 

3. The Biological Report mentioned northern spotted owl habitat in Table V; however, as the 

County GIS maps the parcel within the edge of a potential habitat sphere.  Please have the 

Biologist provide a supplemental letter addressing the presence or absence of suitable 

habitat. Note that CDFW may request standard recommendations to mitigate for the 

potential disturbance.  This is typically pre-construction during a specific time frame up to 

0.25 miles from the proposed vineyard development. 

 

4. If possible, any recommendation provided by the biologist can be incorporated in the project. 

If you plan on incorporating, please reach out for species specific language. 

 

NORTHERN SPOTTED OWL 
 

Northern Spotted Owls (NSO) are listed as Threatened under both the Federal Endangered 

Species Act (ESA) and California Endangered Species Act (CESA), as well as Sensitive under 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire). They are a common to uncommon 

owl in the coniferous forest of the Pacific Northwest (PNW), ranging from southern British 

Columbia south to Marin County in northwestern California.  
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Northern Spotted Owls require mature forest patches with permanent water and suitable nesting 

trees and snags (Zeiner et al. 1990).  Northern spotted owls use dense, old-growth forests, or mid- 

to late- seral stage forests, with a multi-layered canopy for breeding.  Mixed conifer, redwood, and 

Douglas-fir habitats are required for nesting and roosting.  

 

Spotted Owls eat mainly small and medium-sized mammals, especially rodents.  Common prey 

animals, include bushy-tailed woodrats, mice, red tree voles, red-backed voles, brush rabbits, 

pocket gophers, and bats.  Non-mammal prey animals include smaller owls and other birds, 

amphibians, and insects.  Spotted Owls hunt mostly in the dark starting as early as an hour before 

sunset, using several different foraging sites in a single night, and stopping just before sunrise.  

The owls hunt from perches, detecting prey by sight and sound.  Gliding silently down on their 

quarry, they snatch it up in their talons.  These owls also capture prey in midair or pluck it from 

branches.  

 

The Northern Spotted Owl is a permanent resident in suitable habitat residing in dense, old-growth, 

and multi-layered second-growth stands of mixed conifer, redwood, and Douglas-fir habitats.  

 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

Provisions of the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), as amended (16 USC 1531), protect 

federally listed threatened and endangered species and their habitats from unlawful take. “Take” 

under the ESA includes activities such as “harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, 

capture, or collect, or to attempt to engage in any such conduct.” U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) regulations define harm to include some types of “significant habitat modification or 

degradation.”  “Harm” may include habitat modification “where it actually kills or injures wildlife 

by significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding or sheltering.”  

 

Northern Spotted Owl Habitat: For purposes of surveying, Northern Spotted Owl habitat is any 

habitat (i.e., nesting, roosting or foraging quality) where you may expect to elicit a response from 

a resident owl or pair of owls.  This does not include younger or more open forest stands typically 

characterized as Spotted Owl dispersal habitat.  

 

Foraging Habitat: Foraging habitat is defined as habitat that provides foraging opportunities for 

NSO, but without the structure to support nesting and roosting (USFWS 1992). Owls often forage 

in forest conditions that meet the definition of nesting/roosting habitat, but also use a broader range 

of forest types for foraging. This definition identifies habitat that functions as foraging habitat, but 

does not meet requirements for nesting /roosting. 

 

Activity Center: NSO have been characterized as central-place foragers, where individuals forage 

over a wide area and subsequently return to a nest or roost location that is often centrally-located 

within the home range.  Activity centers are a location or point representing, the best of 

‟detections” such as nest stands, stands used by roosting pairs or territorial singles, or concentrated 

nighttime detections. Activity centers are within the core use area and are represented by this 

central location.  
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Breeding Season: The time period from February 1st through August 31st, that includes courtships, 

nesting, nestling and fledgling dependency periods. This time period may vary by geographic 

locale.  

 

Habitat Modification: Activities that occur in Northern Spotted Owl nesting, roosting, or foraging 

habitat that reduce the canopy or other elements of Northern Spotted Owl habitat at the stand-level.  

 

FINDINGS 

 

The California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) was queried for the presence of recorded 

Northern Spotted Owls (NSO) activity within a 1.3-mile radius of the property.  The 1.3-mile 

assessment area was created by USFWS for a Take Avoidance of Northern Spotted Owls within 

the California Interior (outside the redwood zone).  The nearest recorded occurrence of NSO is 

1.34-miles south of the project site (Plate 1). 

 

The project site consists of Mixed Oak Woodlands.  Surrounding habitat consists of vineyards, 

Oak Woodlands and Doug-fir woodlands.  The project proposes to remove 2.3 acres of burned 

Oak Woodland within a 2.3-acre proposed vineyard area. 

 

The general attributes for Northern Spotted Owl habitat include a forest with:  

•  Dense, multi-layered canopy of several tree species.  

•  Trees of varying sizes and ages.  

•  Abundant logs, snags/cavity trees, and trees with broken tops or platform-like substrates  

 (i.e., broken tops, mistletoe, debris piles, or old raptor/squirrel nests).  

•  Open spaces among lower branches to allow flight under the canopy.  

 

The project site and property do not contain any of the habitat features typical for Northern Spotted 

Owl habitat. 

 

•  No known Northern Spotted Owl territories are within 1.3 miles of the Project boundary; 

•  The NSO Assessment found no potential habitat on the project site; and 

•  No project activities will occur within 0.25 miles of NSO nesting habitat. 

 

There are no recommendations or seasonal restrictions necessary for the project as proposed. 

 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us at: Email kjeldsen@sonic.net, 

or phone (707) 544-3091. 

 

 

        Kjeldsen Biological Consulting 

 

 

 

Plate I. CDFW CNDDB RareFind NSO Locations 

 

mailto:kjeldsen@sonic.net
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Plate I. CDFW CNDDB Rare Find Data NSO ¯(Data Date October 2025)
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