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SCH #:
Project Title: Jackson Bulk Substation Project
Lead Agency: Sacramento Municipal Utility District

Contact Name; Sarah Ahmed

sarah.ahmed@smud.org 916-732-6974

Email: Phone Number:

unincorporated Sacramento County at the southeast corner of Excelsior Road and Jackson Road
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

SMUD is proposing to construct and operate the new Jackson Bulk Substation project which includes the construction of
an approximately 18-acre bulk substation. The proposed substation would convert high voltage from 230,000-volt
(230kV) transmission lines to 69,000-volt (69kV) through transformers for local distribution into residential and
commercial customers along the Jackson Highway corridor. Key features of the new substation include installation of
new electrical equipment, a control building, driveway access, site fencing, lighting, stormwater drainage, and utilities.
SMUD will also grade the remaining 26 acres for drainage improvements and maintain temporary soil storage south of
the substation footprint. The substation will retain a 200-foot setback from Jackson Road and Excelsior Road. In addition,
the Project also includes construction of new or modified overhead power lines that would link the substation to the
existing electrical grid. Planned overhead line improvements involve constructing approximately 0.7 miles of new 69kV
overhead lines and converting approximately 5.35 miles of existing 12,000-volt (12kV) pole and overhead lines to
single-circuit 69kV overhead lines with a 12kV underbuild.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The proposed project is located on an undeveloped, approximately 44-acre site and along surrounding roadways in
Sacramento County. The approximately 18-acre substation site contains wetlands and has potential to contain several
special-status wildlife species. Additionally, Swainson’s hawk and tricolored blackbird were observed on the substation
site during biological surveys in 2025. Grading and land disturbance for substation construction would result in temporary
and permanent impacts to aquatic resources and could result in adverse effects to special-status wildlife species present
within the site or with potential to occur. Construction of the new and modified overhead lines could also result in
potentially significant impacts. Mitigation measures, such as pre-construction surveys, biological monitoring and
compensatory mitigation would be implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate for impacts to wetlands and special-status
species. Incidental take coverage would be obtained through the SMUD HCP. Thus, impacts on biological resources
would be less than significant with mitigation, and the project would not substantially reduce the habitat of fish or wildlife
species, cause a wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, or reduce the number of rare of endangered plants or animals.

Mitigation measures are also proposed for the following resource areas and would reduce impacts to less than significant
level: Air quality, cultural resources, geology and soils, noise and tribal cultural resources.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

There is a potential for discovery of cultural, paleontological, and tribal cultural resources during ground-disturbing
activities. However, as described in Section 3.5, “Cultural Resources,” Section 3.7, “Geology and Soils”, and Section
3.18, “Tribal Cultural Resources”, the proposed project would implement mitigation measures to avoid impacts from
inadvertent discovery of these resources, including Tribal monitoring during ground-disturbing activities for tribal cultural
resources. Impacts on historic, archaeological, paleontological, and tribal cultural resources would be less than
significant with mitigation. Thus, the proposed project would not eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife.




